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A Mystiary Mineral
Remember, research the mineral before coming to the program meetings. This way your
chances of winning are better.

November- Our mystery mineral for November is not a turkey but rather an attractive
mineral that can be obtained from many locations. Our mineral for this month is actually
a group name comprising a number of chemically and structurally similar minerals. Itis a
calcium phosphate with the following composition: Cas(PO,4):(F,CLOH). It forms in well
developed hexagonal crystals that are usually short to long prisms. It may also be massive
with a granular to compact structure. It is a brittle mineral with one well developed
cleavage. The specific gravity is 3.17-3.23 and the hardness is 5 on Moh’s scale. The
streak is white and the color may be green, yellow, flesh red, brow or even colorless. It
can be transparent to opaque. On an interesting note, most coprolites are composed of this
mineral. It occurs in different types of rocks but most commonly in metamorphic,
crystalline rocks, especially in granular limestone but also in gneiss, syenite, mica shist
and iron formation. Gemmy, transparent, yellow crystals from Cerro Mercado in
Durango, Mexico have been abundant in years past. Tabular crystals with wolfraunite
from panasqueira, Portugal , make very attractive specimens. Purple crystals from
locations in Maine are highly prized by collectors. In the U.P. this mineral can be found
at many locations. Crystals can be collected from many of the iron mines in Marquette,
Baraga, Dickinson and Iron Counties. The crystals however are generally 1mm or less.
The crystals from out area are usually tabular with large pinacoid and short prism faces.
The color may be brown, red, yellow-brown or even colorless. Good Luck!

December- December’s mystery mineral will not be a present as it much less common
that November’s unknown. If it were not for one important world-wide location. This
mineral would generally be thought of as obscure and unimportant. This one location
however has produced fabulous examples of this mineral and this rescued it from the
mineral doldroms. Chemically, it is a mangan4se, sodium silicate — Mn;NaSi;Os(OH).
Crystals have triclinc symmetry which may appear momoclinic. It usually forms thick,
tabular or prismatic crystals that are often in aggregates. The hardness is 4-5.5 with
specific gravity of 3.41. It has two perfect cleavages. Crystals from our famous location
are pink to orange and usually transparent. Crystals may however be colorless and
transparent. The luster is vitreous and pearly on cleavages. Crystals from our famous
location can be quite large (several inches) and are associated with anaclime and aegerine
in a nepheline syenite. I guess it wouldn’t be fair to leave you in the dark regarding the
famous location do I will reveal it (early Christmas present). The location is Mt. St.
Hilaire in Quebec, Canada. Now, ~~—"body should get this. I should mention that this
mineral has not been found in Michigan although we have it in New Mexico (Point of
Rocks).
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It’s a hot Topic.

1999 SHOW WRAP-UP

I THANK YOU AND APPLAUD EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU WHO HELPED IN SOME WAY
TO

MAKE THE SHOW A HUGH SUCCESS. AS THAVE SAID IN THE PAST, WITHOUT YOUR
COMMITMENT THE SHOW WOULD NOT GO ON. This year's show was very, very successful in a
number of ways; the number of dealers, 31, is the most we have ever had This in itself enhanced the
overall show and put forth an image for next year’s show for those attending Two new activities were
added and directed toward the kids, the fishing for rocks and the guessing of the number of pellets in a jar
for a prize. The availability of food on site kept people on there as well as brought them into the building
and from all reports it was will received. The Ropes Gold Mine Model generated a lot of interest and
questions and provided yet another dimension to the day. The final three activities (the kids table, silent
auction, and mineral displays) which have been the core of the show for years continue to fulfill that roll.
Respectively, these three have provided people with minerals at a reasonable cost and the ability to view
minerals from the local area. The demonstrations were a big question mark as I did not have any until
the Tuesday prior to the show. Three individuals who were here for the show and visiting one of our
members said they would demonstrate as they had their equipment with them. The cabbing, wire
wrapping and faceting provided additional interest for the show. The field trips again proved they play an
important part of the overall show, with 47 people on Friday and 82 on Sunday. Friday's trip went to a new
location, the Humboldt processing area . I don't know if any gold was found; but everyone had a great time
looking. Saturday evening is always an enjoyable time, as it provides an opportunity to enjoy fellowship
with other rockhounds and to relax somewhat. The program on Iron Country minerals started the evening
off, followed by the live auction and the raffle drawing, As always, whenever we have a live

auction, a spirited exchange of bidding between individuals for that special specimen takes place. This year
was no exception do to the fine specimens that were donated. The Copper Scull provided some spirited
bidding which was enjoyed by all; and at the end, it had a new home. The show not only provided the
public an array of activities which highlighted rocks and minerals in some way, but also was a financial
success for the club. When you think about the show and the effort that was put into it, you ask

the question what really did it provide, what did it present to the public, what was made available to see ,
learn and to enjoy and what did to offer: 32 dealers(13 inside, 19 outside), 32 raffle prizes, 50+ door
prizes, 10 live auction items, 7 mineral displays, on going demonstrations, kids area, working mine display,
food, silent auction, mineral program, and last, but not least, the opportunity to meet and enjoy people. We
showed them that a rock is not just a rock; it is a mineral of some type, that comes in many different
shapes, sizes, colors and forms and that it can be used in many different ways for many different thing,
Now comes the difficult part: how do I call attention to all those that contributed in some way in making
the show the success it was. To list every one would be difficult; and I don't want to miss anyone. I think if
each of you look at what you were involved in and what you accomplished and the effect it had on the
show , I believe each of you can take personal satisfaction that your contribution contributed to the over all
success of the show.
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some of the newer style exhibits on the road across the Upper Midwest as part of our
outreach and to sow the sceds of interest in the new museum and centennial,

Two or three more historians and researchers to develop a list of names for the “Wall of
Honor” for the new museum. Helping to building the museum “brick by brick”, and
honoring those who made all of this possible such as the miners, the mining company
managers, those who perished in the mines, others who supported the miners both
physically and spiritually, the families who supported all of this, the groups that came and
went as the Keweenaw flexed its industrial muscles and grew. We need people to identify
them or their families, find was to contact them and collect their stories. Ultimately, they
could work with the designers of the new museum to understand where and how the
“Hall of Honor” would fit into the museum.

Note: This is a great idea and fundraising method, but it only works IF we are successful
in getting to Quincy Hill. Donors will have to understand that — we have no more room in
our existing quarters for “Wall of Honor” on that scale.

Two or three people to write, produce, and test a radio program call, “The Mineral
Minute™ using the expertise at the museum and developed from the Discovery effort and
the Wall of Honor effort. We would combine those stories with information about the
role minerals play in our lives today. We need 60-120 second radio formats for eventual
syndication across the country.

Finally, we need three or four artists or graphics people to take the theme, “Minerals,
Mines and Memories” and develop a logo and other ways to present the theme
graphically and set the tone for the Centennial.

The museum staff is busying running the museum. You should see the dramatic copper
piece on display in the northwest corner of the museum, and the Society provided
financial support for the construction of this exhibit. The Capital Campaign is underway
to build the new museum and this is your chance to contribute to the excitement and
spectacle that should surround the Centennial of the A E. Seaman Mineral Museum in
2002.

Please help by serving on one of the task forces and getting started with the Centennial
effort. Thank You.

Sincerely, Alice Vader, Nina Nadgorny, Stanley J Dyl II

For information on how to help write:
Seaman Mineral Museum

1400 Townsend Drive

Houghton, MI 49931-1295

Or

Fax: 906-487-3027

Phone: 906-487-2572

E-mail: avader@uplogon.com









