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BITS AND PIECES....Arnold Mulzer

The New Year is well underway, but I would like to reflect on some of our accomplishments
of 1989. The Swap and Show last August was a real success financially and otherwise., The
summer field trips were well attended and new areas searched. Several members helped out with
the two out of Chicago that spent several days in the Upper Peninsula on return field trips.
We gained a few new members but could stand a lot more., Our winter programs were well attended
and very interesting. But the greatest accomplishment to my way of thinking was the moving of
the Barnes & Hecker mine disaster marker from Ely Township t he Wichigan Iron Museum (Carp
River Forge). Pat Procunier brought this up at one of our n ings in 1988, With the IANMC and
the Ely Township officials, we got the ball moving. 1In June . last year a rededication was
held at the museum site. The large marble marker contains the names of 51 miners who lost their
lives November 3, 1926 in the disaster.

The marker fits well with the other exhibits of the museum. It is part of the history
of the area. Incidently, Pat has two uncles who lost their lives in the cave in. Also our
club secretary, Dawne Smail's father was also a victim on his first day on the job. A small
booklet can be obtained at the museum giving all of the details of that fateful day.

I am reminding you that its time to pay your 1990 dues, Send a check if you are out of
town and if you want your card mailed send a stamped self addressed envelope.

When planning your trips for this summer, keep in mind those of the IRMC which e the
3rd Sunday of the month during the summer. Call or write to any of the officers for details.

The 16th Annual Rockhound Weekend will be held at Traverse City June 23 and 24 and is
sponsored by MGAGS,

The Midwest Federation Golden Jubilee will be held in Evanston, Indiara July 1&4-22,

August 4 is the IRMC Rock Swap and Sow at the Ely Township Hall

August 5 is the IRMCs annual field trip to the Kona Pits.

IRMC LAKE SUPERIOR/CANADA/MINNESOTA TRIP

Had you happened to drive by the Ishpeming Armory just before 9:00 A.M., on September 8,
1989, you'd have seen six miscellaneous rigs lined up ready to head west for Duluth and the
north shore of lake Superior.

First in line was leader of the pack Bruce Spike and daughter Sharron in their travel-
tested motor home followed by Leon Anderson and mother Louise (would you believe 98 years young!)
in their spiffy rented motor home.

Then came the smiling Pat and Theresa Bemis in their comfortable, compact it-can-go-any-
where, pick-up truck camper reminding one of the kid's poem, "The snail has an econmical knack
of traveling around with his house on it's back".

Next were the Smails, Lowell and Dawne. Don't travel without them. They think throu...
the travel plan and know where they are going. Sharing the end-of-the-line were the Ruonavaaras,
Don and Jan, pulling a fifth wheeler with their pickup. You can always depend on Don to have
a complete line of emergency equipment, spare parts, tools, and supplies (including firewood)
tucked into his load, Bart and Ingrid in their Jeep, pulling a trailer, made the 6th and last
rig., To bad more of our club members were unable to make this trip,

This was the second adventure this gang has been on. The previous year, 1988, we traveled
around Lake Superior entering Canada at the Soo, It had been such a wonderful experience that
we decided to do it again.

Our travel plan? Very simple, Have a general idea where our ultimate destination will
be--this year it was the Stillwater campground near Nipigon. We had so enjoyed our stay the
in '88 that we figured we'd head straight for that destination and then play it by ear as we
worked our way back home. Flexible as a rubber band. It works fine if the group is eager,
congenial and thoughtful of the wishes of others. Anyone interested in sidetrips was free to go
as long as there 're wo rigs together.

Cur '89 plar.. were to go directly to Nipigon (a 2 day haul) with a leisurely return., We
planned to leave soon after Labor Day to avoid heavy raffic and still enjoy g ~ weather.
"Beaching" took priority.

_ September 8th we left with hopes of staying in one of the several state parks
Duluth. Stopped to stretch at roadside park just west of Ewen, wound our way throug
at Ironwood, lunched at a hilltop wayside near Saxon, Wisconsin. No snags unt’~ Sup
miles of torn up roads and detours. Then Duluth which is always a nightmare t. driv
Reached Gooseberry Park--no vacancy, Split Rock parx--same story. Had to gas up at
and keep heading north for a place to stay which turned out to be the KOA at Silver pay waiver
€:00 F.l%,--a long drive!

The next day, September 9th, after a good sleep and clean up in the exceptional: lean
bathrooms, we left at 9:00. Stopped in Grand Marais for groceries and gas., Lunched a... beached
in Grand Portage State Forest. On to Nipigon, with no problems, to Stillwate round,
nhome for 3 days. HNice people, nice campground, lovely shop specializing in e e amethyst.

While there we investigated the mind-boggling engineering accomplished b w installing
a pipe line in the area which would eventually reach from Alberta to Montreal s of huge
tubing snaking in, thru, over and around the mountains, We went north to Bea __ . east to

Pays Platte, south to the Sibley peninsula and west to the amethyst mines, licw we have seen
most of them--lovely stuff. Celebrated birthday with Sharron on the 1lth,









