
ROCK and MI N ERA L CLUB 

T H E JASPILITE 
~y 1984 

Affiliated with the Midwest Federation of Mineralogical & Geological Societi 

Business Meetings: 

Program & Activity 
Meetings 

1st Friday or Month, 7:30 PM at Bothwell Middle School · 
Marquette. (1st Thursday evening J'une-Sept.) ' 
3rd Sunday of Month, 2 PM at Ishpeming Township Hall, 
US 41 West, Ishpeming. Field Trips for summer months. 

PRESID!:NT' S MESSAGE 

Speaking or bulletins, have you been wondering about the JASPllITE? It has been a litt~ • 
slow in coming ho t b':'l r ~ i +. ie ~ !fat h iZig f ancy but ?uncti onal none t he less. 

Since Helen Johnson retired we have been hard pressed to find a replacement and editing the 
Jaspilite takes time and some know-how. However we are making an effort to bring the impor
tant news about happenings and coming events to those who cannot be present at our meetings. 

We have selected our scholarship recipients for the comimg year. Our fund raising efforts 
have also been rewarding. In late March we arranged for space at a Craft show at the Armory 
in Ishpeming. Returns were moderate bµt also rewarding. Since this was a first and on Tery 
short notice, we were exploring the "stream bed" looking for a little color. We have decided 
to try a bigger splash at the November Craft show. We need more donaters- · Baked goods, gems; 
j ewelry, handy work of all kinds, even rock & mineral specimens worthy of display. 

We held our Silent Auction in April this year, hoping to attract more public participation. 
We had a good one too. Proceeds were very good even though our own olub members were the 
only ones p~esent. More advanee publicity next year should help bring a larger crowd. 

We had good programs at · our January, February end Marcj meetings. More tun times are planned 
for the summer and fall. Check the list of comi mg events, the Club need you- YOO need the 
Club- Come along and enjoy. Hope to see all of you on the Field Trips- Pres. Bruce. 

COMMING EV&fTS 

Spring is here, get ready to enjoy some good old rockhunting get-togethers. 
In May we have our first :tt1'ld trip of t h e year. A.bout Mr,:;,y l.3t .>:t~ t ,eat.h \)l' ~0:":'W. t,tir~,. ~h1a 
w. · 1 'u~ ii looal li.l.'i p just i:.o wt.et your curic.,sity. Row about the Cliampion-i4iahogamma Ar&a? 
'rhere is so much to look for and so many places to look. Meet at the Ishpeming Armory at 9 AU 
it' the weather is nice and we will go from thi!re. 

Then comes Memorial Day weekend, May 26, 27 28th. A camping trip to the Copper Country, Three 
nights at the Hancock City Park. A Rockhounds cookout at Procwrl.er's cottage on Rice Lake 
(8 miles from Lake Linden), mid-afternoon to evening Sunday May 27th. call 296-0888 if you 
get lost trying to get there. This is a oome as you are social gaithering-~u bring what :,oa. 
wnnt to cook the charcoal will be hot anct ready. 

Jn late June the M.G.A.G.S. will invade the UP for a fc.11 Wt; a k. Th1;. ,v should arrive Monday 
afternoon June 25th. plan for a ·get-together at the tourist ~ark that evening. June 26 & 27 
t :1ey wi l l make field excursions to Linberg's quarrJ' ~nd other interesting places in this 
vicinity. If you have the time come alon~. There is a possibility of an evening joint 
meeting at the Bonanza resturant. 

July- Probably the 15th, someplace ~ith Bob Markert, A secret collecting spot known only to Bob. 
t 

A'lg. 4th-Mark your calendar- 9th annual SWAP cic. SELL to be held at Presque Isle Park. Check the 
hi storical backgroung in Arnold's Bit's & Pieces. Then on Sunday Aug. 5th another chance to 
collect Kona and WeWe slate at Linberg's quarry. 
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COMIN~ EVENTS CON'T. 

Labor Bay weekend- Sept. 1,2,3.- another quest for the elusive(?) Copper, Datolites, Agates 
and the myriad of associated minerals in the Copper Country. Be prepared to camp out eat out 
rough it. If we stay at Twin-Lakes State Park there are houskeeping cabins nearby f~r those 
without campers. 

October ?th.er the 14th, depending on the weather- a fun trip to enjoy the bright autumn 
colors, virgin hardwoods, giant pines (some ?00 years old), water falls and caves. This is a 
real treat, come out and fill your lungs with fresh U.P air. 

NOVEMBER 11th.- We have to hold this one early because of deer hunting. -A show and tell
everyone will surely find something special between now and then. This is the time to share 
it with your fellow rock.hounds. 

DECEMBl!;R 9th.- We again celebrate the Christmas season with a di nner and gift e:xchange. We 
also elect officers for the comimg year. Start early and campaign for your favorite candidate , 
we have an exc Pllent pro.gram arranged for this meeting. Mr. James Smith, former Mayor of 
Marquette, will entertain with t:1. slide talk trip to Alaska. 

tlAP?Y HuN'l'INu- TU All A.ND HAV~ A SFE SUBMER 

"-RCRETJ\RIE HI uT-iLI GH'1'S-

BUSINKSS M!'.;ETINvS- Voted in January to continue meetings on 1st Friday at 7:30PM at Bothwell 
middle school and on Thursday fer June thru Sept.(members homes) and the Program metings 
to be held the 3rd Sunday of the month at the Ishpeming Township Hall. A bi-monthly flyer 
will be started to keep the members informed of coming events. The new Offivers were sworn 
in at the Jan. meeting. 
IRMG joind as t:1. member of new organization called Superior Heritage Corp. to promote the 
area. 
in March we voted to participate in a craft show at the Armory. If successful we will do it 
again in November and will need the help of t:1.ll members. 
Bob Procunier presented Lisa Shrader of MicHigan Tech her $2 00.00 s cnolarship at a dinner 
in Houghtou on April 18th. 

PROGRAM MEE':i.:INUS- Dec. 11th Annual Christmas party held at Northwoods with Bury Boyum a 
our speaker. He gave a slide presentation of his trip around the world with stops at 
New Zealand, Australia, Chin~, Russia ana Germany. 
Jan. 15th-Dr. Fillmore Earney of mm gave a slide pres en ta tion on "Mining Petroleum and 
l.fard Minerals from the sea". 
Feb. 19th. Interesting talk by Frank Matthews on his recent trip to his homeland-Cornwall, 
England. 
March 18th.- Slide presentation by .Frazier Tubbs on travels 
April 8t0 .Silent Auction- a good turnout and some very fine 

MICROM01~{TERS- OLIVE. SAIN 

of the Im~c around the u. P. 
craftmanship displayed 

B.W • . Kaukola, Secy. 

The micromineral study group have been meeting every other Tuesday night since the first 
week in January, 1984, at Bartellis or Sains. 

Carl Gutman continues to share his knowledge of minerals, crystals and sources of 
information on the hobby. This year he is directing our study of the crystal systems by haV'in1 
us study the hand out material he gives us, which he used in a college class he had taught, 
along with suggested furthur study in such books as t t ose by Dana, Sinkanas, MacFall, etc. 
Samples of crystals of the particular systems being studied are then viewed and discussed. 

' Using the book on Michigan minerals, we list the minerals in the crystal system being studied 
and in which of the iron or Copper mines in the Upper Peninsula they may be found. 

A portion of each sessioo .is devoted to the identification and enjoyment of specimens 
brought by each member. 

Dennis Mapes brought a oamera and attachm~nts to use on the new microscope and gave a 
demonstration on how to photograph micros. It was enjoyed by all but ths picture taking 
is on ~old until we have completed our study of- the crystal system. 

The group includes Ingrid Bartelli, Dennis Mapes, Bill Rogers, Olive Sain, Dawne and 
Lowell Smail J Bruce Spike and Carl Gutman. 
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BITS AND PIECES by Arnold Mulzer 

This years annual Swap & Sell will be held at Presque Isle Park in the City of Marquette 
and I think it is fitting that you should know how this 326 acres of real estate became 
part of the City. Through the efforts of a city pioneer, Peter White, a deal was made 
with the Federal Government to give this land to the city. After title was acquired, acme 
of the city fathers rebelled saying that no one would use the park and besides there was 
no road to it and a bridge would have to be built over the Deed River. After several years 
of controversy and argument Peter White, himself, had the road built and lined the shoulder• 
with Lomb~rdy Poplars. Trees which he imported from Italy. These trees can still be seen 
along Lake Shore Drive. If you see any of these trees anywhere else you ban assume they 
came from Peter White's original stock. They can be started by taking a branch and sticking 
it in the ground. I have seen these trees in various parts of the U.P. 'rhey are useless 
for timber and very poor shade but they add to the history of Marquette. Take notice of 
them the next time you drive to the island, some measure over three feet in diameter. 

The SWAP & SELL will be held in the pool parking area but before you get there let me point 
out the U.P. Generating plant on your left. This plant furnishes the power for the Iron 
mines in the Marquette Range • . In a normal year it uses ·two milliom tons of coal, all of 
which is shi pped ",n by oat e- Th 1'r-e.~.ghters are tied up .t o t .ha L.S. & I o:re dock a.ad . w.b:en 
empty usually take on a co.rgo of iron ore pellets for the steel mills ' on the lower lakes. 
Incidently, the generating plant pays about 47% of the taxes for the city of Marquette. 

Next you will see the ore dock which was built in l9J6; the first steel and concrete 
structure in the world. It has four ra i l tracks and 200 pockets or bins and each pocket 
holds 250 tons of ore. The average loading time of a boat is ab out four hours. · 

Across from the ore doc ~ is the Marquette and Huron Mountain Railroad. The only steam 
rail road in the state of Michigan. It runs as a tourist attraction during the summer. 
It makes two daily runs to Harlow Lake seven days a week. On the morning trip e: lumber
jack breakfast is served in two rebuild coaches. Many of you have never ri~den on a train 
so here will be your opportunity to get the smell .of coal and steam and maybe get a few 
cinders in your hair. A camera is a must on this trip. I'll be working on it this summer 
so look me up. 

Next you will be in the park proper, to the right is the Marina and to the left is the site 
of the SWAP. As yoµ travel around the park you will see the picnic area and the breakwater, 
go to the waters edge, a gates have been found there. A short distance on the drive you will 
come to the grave site of an Indian Chief and his wife. Chief Kawbawgam lived in three 
centuries; take note of the unusual marker, it was found on the west side of the island. 

At a stop on the very north side of the island you can see the workings of an old silver 
mine. It closed before the covil war. Near by fs the cove that at one time was an arch-
it broke down at the turn of the century. Lake Superion gemstones can be found here. Do 
not leave the area until you have awlked to the Black Rocks, the world's oldest rocks. 
w~ c. j e t~ ... h ;:; ·· a--r e 3 1/2 l:ill i-on .... aars old . "!!,.. biow.n t ha.t-.. gla.c i e;-s f omed.. t h e Gr.<!tat LakfJIB 
and these rocks survived. You can still find striatio'ns or markings left by the glacier-
the last one of which passed through 9500 teay ago. · 

About 1000 feet furthur west you will come to Sunset Point, the spot where the firat u.s. 
Flag was raised for the Northwest Territory- read the plaque. 

Making your way around you will come to more picnic tables, the children's Zoo and ~he 
whitetail deer herd. Look for the albino bucK with his pink ey~s. The pavilion in on the 
Lake side and will be the site of the Cracker-barrel session and the raffle drawing. This 
is just a little of .the history of the area- Come and enjoy and J .. earn more of the beauty 
of the Marquette Range. 

tHis wAs tYpeD oN a 40 year olD Ma Chi.Ne · by a 59 YeAr oLd lQ.uTz with tWo finGeRs 
so PlEasE eXcusE aLL t He gOO:is. next time iT's youR tURn. Thanks to Pres. 

Spike, Arnold Mulzer, Olive -Sain and Ingrid Bartelli for all uie material ·in this 
letter. Don't forget to sell your raffle tickets soon and get the money to Jim 
Procuni er and ask for more t ickets- In case you are asked we did get a raffle permit r +1-.e State Lottery Buree.u. Our permit Number is H5515-52S- it is printed on some 
~o~--t.Lck.e ts but. was omittea from some.-Remeber SELL SELL SELL and if you have a 

~c-er- pr.tre- ~a- c!anlfte t ar ttr.ec Rat:e'.le send it to Jim. P. II at 572 Jopl.ing Avenue 
Tshpemi ng; Mi. dr 4-984-9- We' aIJm: ae~d door prizes f or the SWAP. ·? 
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ROCKIN AROUND by Ingrid Bartelli 

Once •gain the lid is off the Michigan Upland country, though resistant parts of our 
snow cover still hide in the deep gullies and ra~naa -and linger in ice plugged harbors 
on our lakes. 

.,. 
Along with the north bound migration of birds comes the return ·or sun-seeking natives 
to their homeland. Twas so good ~he ha-ve Audubon Jenkins attend our Ap~il meeting, 
fresh home from Hawaii. 

We enjoyed a bonus this year- Dorothy and Jim Bowns stayed home, much to the enrichment 
and enjoym,nt of our club membershipo However, the Bowns, like the Procunier's , leave 
us for much of the summer wheri they move to "Camp". Its nice that those summer camps 
are as near as the Copper Country. 

Along with the northbound migration come rock hounds from far and ·near to enjoy collecting 
in Michigan's Upper Peninsula. There will be many meetings of old and new friends on the 

-roel~ -ptles., A ';1::,:rd. or ~aution! ! Each year when the frost goes out and the melt from the 
mountains of snow seeps into the ground any unstable ecf'.i.0 'tn c&n giv-e - wi:. · 1. ri. _·"'. l .es ;;; '.:; o,. · ,-13 

oaYe-ins. Visualize, if you :can, the size of remaining poor rock piles; add to that the 
larger amount of ore that was taken for processing and shipped away, plus the tremendous 
amoW?ts used for road fills, crushed rock, etc. Then you will have some idea of those 
ma.mouth man-made caverns beneath the often thin and unstable surface crust of earth. 
Particularly dangerous are the ares near mine shafts and wherever there is heavy run off 
and seepage areas. Stable looking old dump piles shift and slip from frost, subsidence 
and seepage also. Respect the fenced off areas and warning signs. Be especially careful 
in the spring timei -we want to keep our rock hound family together to enjoy the privileges 
we share. 

DON'T FORGET: 

May 13th weather permitting- Ishpeming Armory Q AM- Field Trip to Champion-T-!ichagaJil!ile 

May 26, 27 , 28th - Field Trip to Copper Country - Headquarters at Hancock City Park 
Cookout at Procuniers at Rice Lake on the 27th. 

June 25th- for 1 week M.G.A.G.S. will be here for Field Trips 

JULY 15th- Bob Markerts secret collecting spot 

AUG. i 4th and 5th SWAP & SELL- Presquw Isle Park- ALL MEMBERS NEEDED TO MAKE THIS 
A StTCC'.!ISS, 

SEP!'. 1, 2, 3.- Headquarters Twin Lakes State Park 

OCT. 7th or 14th- Color Tour. 

Nov. 11th- Show~ Tell 
Editor-J.A.P. 

ROCK and MINERAL CLUB 

P$0. Box 102 
Ishpeming, Michigan 49849 

Dec. 9th-Christmas Party (Northwoods Club) 

Ce Robert & Marion Markert 
Route l Box 35 
rshpeming, Mich 49849 


