

















WELCOME NEW CLUB!

Cleveland Geological Society
Sister Joan Acker, H.M.
20770 Hilliard Road

Rocky River, Ohio 44116

PROGRAMS
by E. Donald Stinnett, Program Chairman

Business is good in this part of the Federation. Even though
we have no new program to announce yet, there is one in the
making. We very much appreciate the new programs you all
are sending to us.

We will be going to the convention in St. Louis so will not
be taking orders between July 15th and August 31st. Most
clubs are out field-tripping then, and | hope this doesn’t in-
convenience anyone.

NEW NAME

The Museum Rock and Mineral Club of Oshkosh, Wisconsin
recently changed its name. The club will officially now be
known as the Oshkosh Earth Science Club. The 1976 president
is Mary Jane Overton, 436 West 14th Avenue, Oshkosh, WI.

GIANT TEXAS PTERODACTYL

Fossil collectors visiting Texas for the National Show will
have the thrill of seeing the giant Texas Pterodactyl at the
Texas Memorial Museum. The bones of the gigantic flying
creature were discovered in the rugged Big Bend area in the
early 1970’s by geology student, Douglas Lawson. The wing
span of the ancient Texas size animal is estimated at about
51 feet, making it the fargest flying creature known to science.
The Memorial Museum also houses the superb Barron Miner-
al and Gem Collection. Shuttle bus trips to the Museum will
be available from the showwhichwill be in the Austin Audi-
torium on Town Lake.

Field trip information will be available at the show. There
are excellent fossil hunting locations near Austin, and the hill
country of Texas also has collecting areas for mineral and gem
hunters. The Llano Uplift is the source of Texas blue topaz
and other gems, rocks and minerals. Ranches around Mason
and Enchanted Rock are favorite sites. Southeast of Austin
are locations for petrified wood, including paim.

The four day show promises something for everyone inter-
ested in the earth sciences and lapidary arts. Displays will
feature everything from hand cast jewelry to tektites, the
Texas outer space objects. With lectures, seminars, luncheons,
barbecues and a host of other events, the schedule is packed
with education and recreation for old and young.

WINTER CRYSTALS

Earth Science News tells how to collect beautiful crystals
in the winter. The crystals are snowflakes. While there is no
trophy at present for the best snowflake collection, here is how
to do it. Collect the fragile crystals on cold black velvet and
transfer with a cold toothpick to glass microscope slides which
have been kept at a 32 degree temperature. Spray at once with
acrylic which will harden immediately. The process is said to
be simple, interesting and fun. Brrrrr!

RECENT DISCOVERIES

The Oshkosh (Wisconsin) Quarrier prints an item about the
exciting scientific discovery in west central Africa of a burned
out natural nuclear reactor. French scientists believe it may
have caused mutations in the plant and animal life of the region
=haut 2 billion years ago. Work has stopped at the area of the
-.--n pit uranium mine for investigation of the spontaneous
reactor which is the only known natural atomic pile. Henry
Chauvet, chief geologist of the mine, said the reactor was start-
ed by unknown causes and burned with a cataclysmic effect
on the environment for more than a million years but that
radioactivity from the spontaneous fission has long since dis-
appeared.

The Rockfinder (Michiana Rock and Gem Club) reports
that Dr. Bruce Raemsch, ¢ “ropologist from Hartwick College,
Oneonta, New York and ., archeclogical team have recently
found a hand ax and several other ancient tool t a dig near
Cobleskill, New York which are thought to be su,000 years
old. tn earlier digs Dr. Raemsch discovered 30,000 year old
tools.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

A club particularly active in the educational aspects of the
hobby is the Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society. The club
members are concentrating on the mineral, gem and fossil de-
posits of their own area. Their prospecting and collecting are
scientifically done, and their records are available in pictures
as well as in writing. Their program on Florissant Pegmatites
has been popular everywhere it is shown. Another of their
professional quality programs is about the legendary gold town,
Cripple Creek. The club is almost finished with a documentary
on the Florissant Fossils and is sixty percent or more through
with a comprehensive program on Colorado minerals. Many
clubs could produce similar programseven if their area is not
as richly blessed as Colorado Springs.

George Cihacek, Editor of The Loup Scoop (Nebraska)
says thirty-six out of the forty-two members of the Loup
Valley Club are graduates of a rock and lapidary class spon-
sored by the Platte College Continuing Education Division.
Schools all over the country will offer such courses if there
are enough requests.
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