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JUST A ROCK 

While walking down a. rocky roe.d 
I spied a roc k that interested rne 
As I stopped and pj_cked it up, 

BY Barbara Thatcher 
via. The Gem-rock 

My fri end, wh o stood beside ue, said, 
1\ Thatever will you do with t hat dirty old t h ing '?? 
It 1 s just a rock . 11 

It was n ' t pre t ty . It was gray a nd scarred 
And ful l of pits and lumps and hole s. 
It didn' t fit my pocket 
So I held it i n r:iy hand . 
11 I t h i nk you 're crazy , 11 my friend laughed . "That ugly t h ing 
Is just a rock ! " 

Being used to s u ch remarks, I s LJiled, 
And we walLed on . 
I knew t he secret 01' that rock--
_/\ s e cret ve l l - kcpt f or a mill i on years . 
Whe n we rea.cl1ed h one I bade my f rie1 d 
To l ook a nd wa.tch i n s i lence 
As I t oo·;: a sledge and chisel a nd h it the rock . 
One s harp b l ow a nd. a. miracle unf olded, 
My f riend gs.sped a nd a tear can1e to my eye , 
For what ha.d '.,een ugl y and gray and " jus t a rocl,11 

Had y ielded :forth a myria d of sriar};:le. 
No mill ion-dol l a r d i ar.1ond could be more perfe ct , 
Nor g listen a nd sh i nnner more 
Than t he exquisite perf e ction 01' t hose- ·.crystals -­
Quart z a nd cal cite a nd b ubb l y chal cedony . 

J.vly f riend, no lon3er l augh ing , said, 
11How did you know? " a nd I repl i e d, ..::_ "'· 

.I"· 

"Ea ch r ock has i t s own bea ut y a nd. personalit? a nd characte r. 
11any t i mes t he l oveliness is h idde n deep ins i de . 
Partially or all, 
And we never know what r.i iracl e e ach r oc l" holds 
Until we c.ARE· enouc;h . tlo search for i it~" 

"I see, 11 said rny frie nd , 11Yes , 
So no rock is 11 j ust a rock 11

• 

And I a nswer ed, "yes, 
And no ma n is "Just a Ma.n 11

• 

I see ." 

i, 

i 

"O!T Y A I'EW COLLECTING DAYS IBFT BEFORE WI NTER 11 ! ! 
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YOUR PRESIDENT SPEAKS 

In this issue of the ,Jas:pili te, I would lik_ to r eport on t he 2nd . 
Upper Peninsula Gem a.nd Mir~cral Show held a t Calumet, August 7 , 8 & 9th . 
I f I make critical comr:ients they are intende d to be c.onstructive a nd be 
of help to others i n the future . 

First let rne say that t he show was vei·y succes::-:ful from the standpoint 
of attendence . I don ' t 1 now what t he tota.l was but it a.ppeared t hat there 
were many more :people tha n a.t Ishpemi ng the p r evious :'ear. The 
location had much to do with this . The building was p rominent, easy to 
find, plenty of parki nG a. ra ilable and a large sign out front . The large 
a ttenda nce made the show succes sful for t he c ommer cial dealers . 'Th.ere were 
nine fine commer cial displays a nd all s eemed t o b e doing good business . 

'Ihe most disappointing etispect of the show wa.s the ver:' snall rn.llTlber of 
personal exhibi ts, both competitive and non- competitive . At the 
Ishpeming Show ther e were about 62 co:mpeti ti:,...-e displays, a t Calumet, 
the l ast count I got was 21 . Most pe ople are rockhounds bece.use they enjoy 
the b eauty of Di nera.l s a.nd ge1:Jstones a nd Dost of us like t o ha.ve people 
see and a.ppreciate our displays but when the opportunity arises t o exhibit 
our r.1ater i a ls where l arge mmbers of pe ople could see them ,. very few take 
advantage of t he s hows. I actually had thought tha t a fter the success of 
the First U . P . Show that there would be at lee,st t .. ricc a.s ma.ny displays 
at t he second show. As a. point of interest > j_n cor.ipeti tion , there were 
four persona l displays fror.i the Ishpeming Club, one from Crystal Falls, 
at leas t two fror:1 Munising ; a nd four (I th i nk ) frol'l Es canaba. So even 
the host clt.~~J was not well r epr esented . 

WINNERS : We wer e not able t o get a ll of the wirmers in ea.r'.h cla.ss but 
the host c lub s upplied five champion ribbons , one for ea ch division . The 
winners of thes e ribbons ver e . 

Open Division - J ohn Tuchowski of the I ron River Club . 

Mineral Divis i on - .Albert E . Murray of the Es ca nab a. Cl.ub. 

Lapidary Division - Berna.rd R . Smith from the I shpeming Club. 

Jewelry Division - Lillian B. Sarazin of t he Coppe r Country Club. 

Fos s il Divis ion - Kenneth R. Smith of the Ishpemi ng Club . 

'lhe Copper Country Rock and Mineral Club is t o be congra t ulated on a. 
j ob well done a nd a fine show. At l apt r eport the Esca nab_a CJ..ub i s 
planni ng to host the t hir d U.P. Roc k and Mi nera l Show. I t is my s i ncere 
hope that everyone will start planning~<?!!_ to support this effort, a nd 
let I s get those indi vidua.1 displays out of the oaseBc~nt and into t he 
show where everyone can see a.nd en j oy ther.1 . 

Bernie Smith 
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td be hosted by t he Ishpeming Rock & Mineral Club Inc. 

The Midwest Federat ion of Mineralogical & Geological Societies has 
accepted the Ishpeming Rock & Minera.l Clubs bid to host the 1972 Field 
Trip Convention . The Ishpeming Rock & Mineral Club , Inc . r ecently ex­
tended an invitation to The Midwest Federation to hold the 1972 Field 
Trip Convention in Ishpeming . Club delegates, Mr . & Mrs . Vernon Mil jor 
of Gwinn extended a personal invitation to the group at i ts Annual Meeting 
in Murdo South Dakota.. ''we are extr emely happy tha.t this honor has been 
given to our Rock -& Mineral Cl ub. We shall invite other U.P. Clubs to 
become part of' this field trip management as we feel that an undertaki ng 
of this size will ha.ve to include the whole U .P." Murdo South Dakota was 
t he site of t he 1969 Convention wh i ch attract ed over 3 ,000 P.nthus±asts. 
"We f elt that 2 , 000 persons would be a r easona:bJ.c amount to expect in 
1972 but at the ra.te of increased interest our numbers may exceed the 
3,000 t hat went to Murdo ." The Ishpeming Rock & Mineral Club I nc . host­
ed the 1960 convention in Ishpeming with so many favorable comments and 
requests f or another one in t his area, our club members decided to try it 
again and tha.t is why the invitation was submitted. I n 1960, 806 persons 
registered for the tri ps. Three years later j_n Hibbin1:s the ranks had 
swollen to almost fift een hundred. The Houghton convention in 1966 
~ttra.cted i n the neighborhood of 2,000 collectors . The 1969 Field Trip 
Convention e.t Murdo, South Dakota drew in excess of 3,000 per sons . 

We feel that we shall have to use the facilities of Ishpeming -Negaunee 
and Marquette in arranging for and holding this huge convent ion . 

At least half of the 3 ,000 persons will be using campers, trailers, and 
tents while t hey are i n the a rea., and that means about 1 ,500 persons will 
be filling the motels, hotel s and cottages of Marquette County . The cam­
pers may present problems but we do hope t ha.t ~ome t emporary arrangements 
may be made where ac comodations will be adequate and appropri ate . 

Our club hasn I t wasted a.ny time as they have · already named @.s General 
Chairman, Bob Markert, and important planning meetings vill take place 
t his fall . At least four pe rsons will serve on the Steering Committee 
and we shall be naming a t l east a. dozen chairmen in the very near future . 

These rockhounds will r eturn to this area year af t er year providing they 
like what they see and do ·i n 1972 . It is my intention that this area will 
go all out to make t his the Best Ffold Trip ever held . 

Your comments and support a.t this time will be appreciated. Do you 
have any sugges t i ons for me to follow1 

C.R. Markert 
* * * * --- * * * * 

;:i:D'. lJOTE : As I do not have a. report on the Murdo ·Convention , be sure to 
r ead the September Midwest Federation I s Ne,rnlctter "Convention Highlights " . 

* * * *--- * * ** 
A smi le is a curve t hat ca.n set many things straight . via. Crysta.l Cluster . 
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8 :::ruc t ine 2J o there was a stateme nt in the daily pa.per stating 11 I t has 
of t en 1"J .: en reLJar: e d. that thous a nds of :9eo:;.~ 1e l i ve i n Ne w Yor ],:) e.nd have 
never s e e n t 'c1e Statue of :::,iberty ) whi l e re l atively few tourists visit the 
cit;-. · ,~i thout seeing this nistor ic:al monument . 11 I t se ems t o b e true in our 
Ur1:1e1· ~-'eni ns u:i.a_. 

There if.l a.n outstanding tombstone in a. little grave yard in a lit tle 
hamlet called. lfisuJ.a., on roa.d M-35 J.ea.c'l.inp.; from Baraga to lat e Hi ne . 
Legend has it t hat it wa.s a. meteor, and o.uring a church service one 
night it drOJ):)ed from the s ky into this little church :;rard, illuminating 
the ,ihol e countr:· side, a.nd f right ening a ll the inhabitants . It was su:,T:? ­
osed to have come down so fast that it forr:ied a tear drop shape . 'l1he stone 
was so ha.rd that a number of too l s were ruined i.n t rying to carve it . 
This is the Legend as I heard it . 

On July 12, 1969, Fern and I went to Ont onagon and s eeing the stone 
decided to tal::e a lool;: at it . It was rather outs tand ing, and we sa.,1 
t he carv ing on the stone (Simi 1845- 1930) . 

Fe t hought Fe v!oul d try &.nd l earn the true story of its origin, Ve 
started to l oo:. for some of t he old. timers . Fe stopped at a f arm h ouse 
about a quarte r of' a mile from the church and learned that the Simi farm 
v!as c1mr,, t·.1e i·oad ab out two mi l es in the J.ittlecommunity of ~·bite . It 
was o i:' :i:' :1: . ..,:.°'.: e.:· ··35, ab out a mi le , '\ .e mi s s ed t he fi rst r oa d. a nd t oo~;: a 
r oa (_ c a: .. 1.e1J C1ir..? road . I t wa s a roun·d-about way , but we arrive d at t :1~ 
sa'.· ·,c c' e s t j_:i.:o t::..or: . The s ce nery waB beautif ul . '\•ie stoppe d a number of 
_· .1.o c ,=G t o 2;:c1.'. i r e ou:::- way A.rld we:::-e ver·: i nt erested i n the l ocal convei· ­
sot:i.m1s . ':i.'::~.2 O, ina road led us t h r ee or f our mi l e s through woods a j_1G. ::~:i.:'.l s 
:)1-rc r :·.c" e:c---c t o t he Simi farm. 

'.s : ,: :e :-:.~ t o tl1e Simi house , an attractive young woman came t o the 
c'·.:;or . I :!.c~cnt :;_fied mys e l f e.nd ex::, l ained what I wanted . She infor med 
:ac t' lr.:-'.:; >e1· >ur-.ba ~x1 was working in the ba ck fie l d) and that he was a 
,sranc'.sci: of t:.c lady that was hur ied i n the grave where the s tone had 
bct; n J ee:ec . " he i nfo:r:·rned us that he r husba nd wou ld 1)e in, :J,,.t~:\1,n hour 
a.ne:. ~:Ol'. 7 .c7 b e there a l l afte rnoon . 

As ve uere on our way to Untonagon, we :;;iromised to stop back later in 
the o.ay . This we d id and talke d. to Mr . En !in Si mi a nd. a ne ighbor o:2' 
his . We became very :tnte res t e'3. i n the r ea l stor y of the stone) and other 
h istorica l :?l ace s around the c ornmuni ty . 

They t o l d us the met or was f'o1m d. i n one of the i r f ie l ds) and was 
bur ie rl about a. f oot below the s ur :!:'1:1.c e of t he ground . 

Scient1sts have exi_)ress ed t he be lief ; it di:l nvt f a ll on t he Simi farm , 
b ut was hr ought there by Gla c i er . :i: t wa s uncovered in 1S'02 and later 
ins tal l e d. in t he cernetar y , 

cont. 
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legend of the Meteor : 

Mr . Simi told me that the inscript ion was sand bla.st ed on the large stone 
in 1930 and that the stone could have been sold for a sum of money at 
that time . I t does have t he form of a t eardrop and is a wonderful 
memorial . The one who sleeps beneath it wi ll never be forgotten . 

The Simis were very accomidating, and friendly people . The talk with 
them was very interesting and rewarding . We learned of Silver Mount ­
ain, Limestone Mountain and their locations . More about them later . 

It was truly an interesting trip l 

Ed . note : We will looking forward to an a.rticle from Jim on Silver and 
Lime stone Mountains . 

* * * * * * * * 
NATURE ' S SCULPTURES HUNTED 

A small but growi ng band of prospectors has been poking into the steep 
bluffs on a stretch of beach along Lake Superior looking for concretions, 
rounded masses of mineral matter found in banks of clay and f ine sand . 

'The concretions, experts say, may be as old a.s 20, 000 years . But , they 
admit, the objects might be considerably younger, too . Some may still 
be in the µrocess of formation . 

Concretions are defined a.s mineral matter buil t particle by particle 
in concentric layers by circulating waters . An object different from 

·surrounding material forms a nucleus a.round wh ich wat er precipitates 
silica, calcite or an iron compound . 

Their siz'" var ies widely . Some arc a.s small as a pea, others the size of 
a softball~ r.fu.ny are almost perfect sphe r e s . Som.3 have protub~rances 
or attached globules . A few arc nearly flat , with one side--or sometines 
both- - looki ng like a bas - r elief carving . 

They cire found primarily a.long two miles of lakeshore ea.st of Oda.nab a.t 
t h0 Bad Tiivcr I ndian r eser vation in Ashland county . v ia. Mi lwaukee Jour,181 

**-l(-"k****-h~ 

Hil'ITS from Exchange bulletins : 

A rectangular vacum cleaner bag makes a good filter for r ·3 clairning oil 
from your s aw. _l\t first the oiJ.. f ilters through it in six to .eight 
hours, but, slows as t he gag f ills with sludge . The oil comes out 
clear a nd r eady to use age.in . via. t he Template 

When vmrking with sof t stone- -a.s alabaster ) marble, or onyx-- soak it i n 
water a day or so before cutting in oil. The oil won ' t soak in and 
l ater, when polishing, a better finish will r esuJ.t . v i.a The Crysta l 

Gazette 
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The Club offers its sympathy to -Virginia and Stanley Long who lost 
their son thit summer. 

We also hear that the Werner Wurfel family from Ravenna, Michl, . 
members of the Ishpeming Club, are on· a 00lor tour in the Copper 
Country. 

FIEID TRIP: 
On Sunday afternoon, October 12, Bob Markert will guide a field trip 
to _____ ? Thats to be a surprise! The group is to meet at 1:00 P.M. 
at Eagle Mills school house. MemWrs will be called again. 

Thirty two members and guests turned out for Jarl Kivela's trip after 
Quartz Crystals. We hear that all were well rewarded. We wish to 
thank Jarl for a very well organized trip. A good time was had by all! 

Our thanks again to the members who have contributed to the Jaspilite. 
It's your material that makes it a CLUB bulletin. We would like ·to 
hear from every one of you, about your persoual <'c'XperJencf\S and trips 
in the rock hobby • 

PLEASE HELP! Bring_,or, mail all articles, including commit-tee 
reports to me every month. 

* * • * * * * * * * * 
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COMI NG EVEN'IS 

Oct~, 69- El¥llart Mineral Soc. 
Annue.1 Show-Elkhart, Ind. 

Oct., 6 t hr u 19, Iallas County Roc·k Club 
(Open House ) Adel, Iowa 

Oc t ., 9 - 12 Three Rivers Gem & Mineral Soc. 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Oct ., 11 - 12 Rock & Gem Show 

Oct ., 17 - 18 

Oct., 18· .. 19 

Oct • , 25 - 26 : 

Oct,:, 25 - 26 

Nov. 1 - 2 :. { . 

Racine Geological Soc. 
Racine, Wis. 

Central Mich. lapidary Soc. 
4th. Annual Rock & Mi neral Show 
Guard Armory - Lansing, Mi ch . 

Miar.1i Valley Mineral & Gem Club 
Annual Show. Fairburn, Ohio 

'Flint Ro'ck & Gem Club 
Gem & Mineral Show 
Bella Vista Mall 
Grand Blanc, Mich • . 

Grant Geological Soc. 
Annual Gem ·. 8/ Min~ral Show 
4-H Grounds, Marion, I nd. 

Gem & Mineral Show 
Light Gue.rd Armory 
4 ~-00 E . Eight Mile Rd. 
Detroit, Mich . 

************* 
Ballxite is pronounced BEAU-zite , not bawxite . 

Page 7 

. . 

Geot hite is pronounced GER-tite , not gay- tit e (you can ha.r dly hear the "r 11
• 

Beryl is prounounced BARE-ill not burl. 

It 1 s spelled pyrolu~ite , not pyrolu~ite. 

Oolite is pronounced oh-oh-lite n~t ooh_-ltte . 

Prehnite is pronounced ?RAY-nite not PRE - nite . 

Psilonelane is pronounced sigh-LOM-ee-lane. 

Gneiss is pr onounced NICE not ni ece . 
via - The Geode 
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LETTERS TO THE EDI TOR 

Dear Fellow Members: 

Have a lways enj oyed your fine News let ter . My husband a nd I are 
certa inly planning on a ttending your M.W.F. Fi eld Trip (72 is it? ) 
We enjoJred tl1e one et Houc;hton a nd t hi a. years so much . 

Velma M. Dugan 
p a st editor--Serenditity Gems . 

Dear Mrs . Smith : 

Jus t a r.ote to tell you we ha s some of your members on our· · bus 
at the Murdo Convention . My husba nd a nd I were guides -a nd we had the 
Ber.'.l is, l'11eljour and Sunda y familie s on our bus . Thr·y certainly were 
wonderful peopl e , we ha.ve even had a letter from the Sundays since . 
Give our rega.rds to these far1ilie s _. we hope we meet ag a in someday . 

Si ncerely 
Mr . & Mrs . George Fuchs 

708 N. Edmunds 
Mitchell 1 S . Dak . 57301 

It was nice hearing from these people and we do hope we have tbe plea s ­
ure of meeting them soon , perhaps at the 1972 convent:i.on~' ! 

9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

HUGH FOSSIL FOUND 
via Cr ystal Elluster 

A storJ froi.: the Chicago Tribune revea ls the discovery of t he: fo s sil bones 
of a prehistoric condor with a wing span of 18 feet . This is believed 
to be the l arges t bird fossil ever to be found . The find wa s made by Dr . 
Theodore Downs , a geologist a t the Los Angeles county museum, in the 
Anza-Borrego a.esert in Ca lifornia. Dr . Downs he.s headed a lO year fossil 
study i n this area. GENE R F ARRI JJGER 

'Ille world i s divided into two classes , those who go ahead a nd do something , 
and those who s it still a.nd inquir e, "Why wasn ' t it done the ot her way?tt 

Oliver Wendell Holmes 

An old I ndia n Ch ief was on his firs t visit t o a city a.nd wa.nd~rt:d i nto the 
lob '.J;-_I of a s kyscraper . Just then a.n elderly wor.;an stepped into a small 
room with a. sliding door 1 a light flashed , the door c1osed a.nd she was 
gm1e . A few 11 inutes later t he light fla shed age.i n , t hE, door opened a nd 
out stepped a. beautiful b l onde . "UGH 11 ! i:mt tered the .old chief to Jhir.:self , 
"should have b rought squaw". The Torcdo via- Soone r Rockologist 

Be careful aJJout calling yourself an expert . An ex is a 11ha.s -b een " and 
a s purt i s just a. drip unde r pressure ! Peru YMCA Rocks & Mine r a l Club 

* * * *:* * * * * * * * 
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THE TRAGEDY OF A COPPER MI NE 
Mi nerals Metals and Gem~ by Verri ll 
via Gems-via. Crystal Cluster 

Kespi Cuyoc was an Indian 1,,ho lived in the little village of Chuquikuma, 
nestl ed i n a. narrow canyon- like valley of the Andes. He had his own 
burrow in the copper mountain which he worked ever ;/ day, as did hundreds 
of ot her men i n the valley. Kespi was one of the better miners , a s no 
other miner secured so much of the copper , or a s mauy bits of turquoise 
as he had . Not that this mattered, for al l copper and turquoise obtained 
went i nto the cormnon lot . Even i n the days of the Incan Empire, the 
only form of gover nment was comr.mnistic; the mi ners Jrnew no other way of 
life . 

Dozens of other men were already on t he ir way t o the ir burrows this one 
particular morni ng . They were strong , stockily-built , b rown -skinned 
fellows; their thick black hair bobbed and bound with fillets of woven 
cotton, t heir feet thrust into rope-soled sandals and clad only i n 
breech- cloths, and a poncho to protect them from t he chill of t he r. orning 
air. 

Despite his ineffect i ve stone tools, he s lowly, but steadi l y , burrowed 
f arther into t he r,;ounta.i n . As quit t i ng tj_me appr oa ched, Kespi dislodged 
a mass of f riable mala chit e and revealed a great lump of dull reddish 
copper . Elate d at such a find as an end to his da.y ' s work, Kespi pried 
and hamr,,ered at the protrudirig edge of the tough metal . Soft and rialle ­
able, it could not be broken and it was impossible to sa.y how far it 
extended into the rock . Anxious to secure the prize before he quit work, 
Kespi swung his stone maul with all his strength . 

It wo.s the last blow he ever struck . As the heavy stone hammer hit the 
mass of copper there wa 1:, a grindi ng crash, a.nd before Kespi realized 
what had hnpper-ed, the tunnel caved i n and he wa s buried under countless 
thousands of tons of rocks . 

Years passed. Kespi and his tragic end had been forgotten . Strange 
bearded white men clad in steel and carrying fearsome weapons that spit 
fire a.nd dee.th ha.d overrun t he l and. 'Ihe Empir e was no mor e . Search­
ing for the gold they all but v1orshippcd, the Spania.rds penetra.ted 
to the va lley where the villa0e of Chuquikuma still nest led amid its 
green fields i n the shadow of t he copper mountain . 

The conquerors cared nothing for copper . I n pur e wantoness the::,, devasta­
ted the Indians' fields , razed their hornes a.nd enslaved. t hose of the 
inhabitants who did not succeed in escaping to the f astnesses of the 
neighboring mountains . 

Centuries passed. The valley lay deserted . All traces of vegetat ion 
had vanished . Only the crumbling rer:1ains of adobe houses and walls 
and the neglected drj_ed-up irrigation ditches r emained a. r::iute evidence 
that hUGJan beings had once dwelt there. 

'Th.en one day more white men entered the valley . I nstead of weapons they 
cari'ied gleaming s teel tools, and a.s i f by mag i c a town sprnag into 

cont . 
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'Ihe Tragedy of a Copper Mi ne --cont. 

existence; a railway wound its way fr01" the distant sea coast to the copper 
mountain . Great r.1il ls ro.se r:mshro01:i- like wher e once the Indian 1 s fields 
,had been, o.nd the ai r was filled with the din of locornoti ve whistles: the 
'ratt le and clank and r oar of r.iach i nery, was punctuated by the dull 
reverberations of blasting . 'Ihousands of tons of the mountainside car.:e 
thunderinG a nd crashing down as t he exi,J.odinc dynar1it c tore great gaps 
in the ore . 

As a mi ne 'boss examined a ri ch "J"ein of ore uncover ed by a blast , he made 
a strane,e and gr uesome discover y . Protruding from the broken rock was a 
human leg, the f oot covered by a rare-soled sandal. 

Carefully the rocll was cleared away to disclose the body of a. man clad in 
a scanty breech- cloth, an I ndian beyond g_uestion . Bes ide him was a aack 
half-filled with na t ive copper and lunps of hi[?;h grade ore . Still gripped 
in his dea.d fingers was t he wooden handle of a heaV) stone hammer. Lv7 inG 
on his side, one knee ' drawn up, the man lay just as death had des cended 
swift l y upon h i m. How that death had come was obvious for his head and 
body were crushed. by the weisht of the stone, 111h ich ha.a . caved in upon .him . 
But otherwise the bod.y was i n perfect condit ion . Per .feet because it had 
turned t o stone. Through the centuries that had pas sec:, the water, 
seeping through the cr evices of the ore, had depos ited its mineral contents 
in the s kin and flesh of t he corpse until the body became a, solid mass of 
copper. Kespi had been found. After centuries wi thi:r:i the mountain, he 
had been brought f orth to the l i ght of day , and a.ncient copper miner 
transforme~ to copper. 

Today the strangely-preser ved body of Kespi Cuyoc rests in a 
in t he .Amer i can Museum of' Natura . History in New Yor k City . 
wee.ring his loin-cloth, still holding ~he shaft of his stone 
with his sack of copper beside him, he lies there just as he 
overtaken by the traged.y of a thousand years ago. 

* * * * * * * * * 

glass case 
Still 
hammer, 
was, when 

MALACHI TE from Gem Scoop via-Pick & Shovel 

Treasured f or ages because of it's intense green color a.nd intere3ti[lc; 
circul ar markings, r.JA.lachite is easy to work but difficult to polish. 
'Ihe hardness i s 3.~5 to l~, composit~_on is a bas ic carbona.t e of copper . 
Both Dala.chite and azurite are associated with minerals of similar ori- ­
gin, s uch as cuprite , native copper and iron oxide. 

Alternate bands of pa.le to dark e;reen indicate p'!.a.ces uhere malachite 
varies in density darker port ions a.re denser a nd easier to polish. 
Because i t - reeks r eadily a long the f i brous grain, cabochons a.re cut 
thicker to l end s t rength to the stone . It is heat sensit i ve but care 
i "1 doppinc: :preve nts f ra.ctures. 

!V!.alachi te , ,,eing a. soft stone grinds easily. It can be entirely 
sandec OD a 400 grit cloth using plenty of water, t o produce a hig.½ 
gloss. It lmdercuts when :polished on fel t or cloth . Polish on leather 
with Li nde .l\ or chrome oxide . I f a higher polish is desired, f inish by 

cont . 
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Malachite: cont. 

hand on clean leather dipped in a thin suspension of vrater and chrome 
oxide, to which a little soa.:p has been added . 

* * * * * * * * * 
STAUROLITES 

''.Crystal Tears of the Faries" 

Tg.ere are many stories told of' the origin of staurol ite s, but my favor­
ite is the one that follows. It's an interesting one and can well be 
used when talking to groups of school children or non-rock hounds. '(1J:ose 
hearing it are likely to a.lways remember the staurolite and to ha.ve a 
mental. association with this geologic wonder. 

i,( 

Many many long years ago--even before the Indians roamed a.bout the count ry 
in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia--good fairies gathered sunbeams 
in t he daylight hours, and adorned themselves with moonberuns a.s they 
danced at night. 

One day t he fairies were at a fountain filling some jars with water when 
a tired and weary traveler stopped to rest. Being good f a.iries 1 t hey :pr o­
vided a. bed of lily pads for this wayfarer a.nd r efre shed him with dri:1k 
from the f ountain . 

After f eelin~ stronger , the strange and sorrowful man tol d them t hat he 
had traveled f ar--all the way from Calvary . Sitting vith his back against 
a. large tree and with the cool musical splash of the fountain i n t he 
background, he t old them of the Crucifixion of Christ. 

He told t hem of t he Son of God who had come to save man and of his good 
works . He told ther:1 of the wicked kine; Caesar and of the weak Pilate j 
of Peter who denied Christ; and of Judas who betrayed h i m for 30 · pieces 
of s i lver. He sorrowfully related to them t he burden of t he cross, t he 
crown of t horns, and how Jesus was crucified on t he cros s . And though 
he went on to t e ll t hem s..bout the r esurrection and the promise of Christ , 
tbe fairies wept throughout t he story. As t heir t ears f ell t o the 
ground, t hey crystallized into small pebbles, and on ea.ch of them a 
beautifu l cross was formed. 

'Ihree types of t hese crosses were later found in abundance . These are 
the Roman, the Maltese a.nd the St . Andrews. Many are so per fect they 
appear to have been ca.rved. 

Today , these fairy crosses are cor:1monly found in New Mexi co, a.nd also 
are abundant in Virginia and Georgia. They have; however, be&n trans­
ported to all parts of the world, some as wond.er s of nature and many 
more as good luck charms . 

Some off icers of World War I were known to ha.ve C'arried t hem in batt l e . 
I t j_s even rumor ed t hat Woodrow Wilson wore one j_n his pr esident ial 
carnpai311 . Theodore Roosevelt carried one , and a populur oper singer 
sent one to :the Pope for his blessing . Too, they are an important part 

cont. 
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of t he John Fox novel , ~Trail of t he LonesoL'le Pinc . 11 And within our 
own hobby, t he Dona. Ana. County Club of las Cruces _, New Mexico--the city 
of crosses--hes named their bulletin, t he Stauroli t e . 

From a mineral viewpoint , the staurolite is a. ra,t her complex iron-aluminum , 
hydroxyl silicate crystailized in the orthorhombic syst em . Often some , 
of t he iron is replaced by magnesium or manganese, and s ome of the alumin­
um by f erric iron . This abundance of the irons provides its ri ch 
reddish brown color . Though it has a hardness of seven, it has a tend­
ency to be brittle. I t breaks with an uneven or conchoidal fra cture . 

St aurolite has come by its name because of its unique habit of twinning 
in cross-like forrns--and it was the Greeks who provided it. Staurols is 
Greek for cross , while lithos is Greek for stone--thus e stone cross . 

Staurolites usually occur in mica schists and more rarely in gne isses 
and slates--but always in metamorphic rocks. Most of the staurolites 
f roi:l this country are opaque, but some from Switzerland are transparent. 

'lhese occur as sharp single crystals and are considered valuable gems. 

It might be said t hat a s'be.urolite cross is the Siamese twin of the 
mineral world . It is a perfect example of the clear intergrovrth of two 
prismatic crystals --at :almost right angles to one another. 

And the next time you go ..hunting for any of these f airy crosses--rern­
ember that it has also been said that the closer to heaven you climb , 
the mor e perfect crosses you find . 

by Maurie Pa.scoe 
via Conglomerate Edi tor of the Pseudomorph 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

The book Bountiful Sea tells about the sof t l ustre of pearl f a.di ng 
with time . They will l ast for generations i f you caress ea.ch gem with 
a sof t cloth dampened with alcohol and wfil'm water, then wit h another 
dip:;Jed in water only . 

Never dip t her.i in water or any other solution : beware of polishing powders, 
rubbing is useless . The moonglow of t he pearl comes from withi n the 
heart of t he gem . 

********** 

The early Amerj_can wore fals e teeth of hippotomus i vory . To avoid a 
hollow- cheeked look, people without dentures or t ee t h> carried i vor y 
balls in t he j_r cheeks, known as "plumpers" . 

''Newsletter " Hell ' s Canyon Gem Club 
via -- Stra t a Data 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
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THANK YOU 
There is no way I can really thank the 

wonderfu I South Dakota club members for 
their hard work in putting on the Federation's 
29th Convention. I know the handicaps 
these dedicated workers had to put Lip with ••• 
long distances between clubs and committee 
members, bad weather, slow communications, 
sma 11 towns not prepared for huge crowds, 
many members who had never attended con-
vent ions before having to plan one, but I know too 
how these South Dakota collectors have work-
ed together as friends ever since the first club 
was organized in the state. So I was confid-
ent that they would work together for the Mid­
west Federation. It is my duty as President to 
thank the Host Clubs, but more than that I 
want to say how proud I am of these clubs and 
the many co-hosts throughout the state who 
made the convention a success. Thank you, 
a 11 , from the bottom of my heart. 

June Zeitner, MWF Pres. 

WELCOME NEW CLUBS 
AND INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 

Our Membership Chairman, Roy Meyen­
berg, reports five new clubs and eight new 
individual memberships to our growing MWF 
family. 

THE MOUNT CLEMENS GEM AND LAPIDARY 
SOCIETY, Melvin L. Berry, Pres., 238 

1/2 North Avenue, Mount Clemens, Mich­
igan 48043 

THE SYCAMORE VALLEY LAPIDARY AND 
MINERAL SOCIETY, Mr. 0. G. Lang­

ham, Pres., 410 5. Park St., Mason, Mich­
igan 48854 

MADISON COUNTY ROCK HOUNDS, INC. 
Mr. Amel Priest, Pres., Peru, Iowa 

50222 (continued page 2) 

CONVENTION 
HIGHLIGHTS 

Over 2500 members of the Midwest and 
its sister Federations gathered at Murdo, S. 
D. for the Field Convention. The Editors 
Breakfast, hosted by Florence Iverson and the 
Annual Council Meeting, presided over by 
June Zeitner, were first day events. Regis­
tration in the Auditorium kept Gertrude Lar­
son and her committee flying, but displays by 
the Midwest Federation, Charles Smart, S. · 
Dakota Geological Survey, S. Dakota Out­
doors Div., and a silent auction, kept wait­
ing lines entertained. Photographers from 
the Omaha World Herald, KELO-TV and the 
Rapid City Journal were joined by the South 
Dakota State Travel Bureau in interviewing 
and photographing guests. There were a few 
area rock hunts At 5:00 P .M. Gov. Frank 
Farrar, Col. K ickland, Dr. Duncan MacGre­
gor, S. Dakota Geologist, D. J. Cline of the 
S. Dakota Travel Division and U.S. Ranger 
William Hardman welcomed the group to S. 
Dakota, and following the ribbon cutt"ing by 
June Zeitner, Convention Chairman Bob Wi I­
son, and Gov. Farrar, the Murdo Lions Club 
said 11 Welcome 11 by feeding western beef with 
all the barbecue trimmings to 2700 people in 
less than 50 minutes. The live auction feat­
ured three l,icensed auctioneers who had no 
trouble getting 11 show 11 prices for the wonder­
ful variety of materials donated. 

Friday, June 13th turned out to be the 
coldest day on record for South Dakota for 
the month of June. Four inches of snow fell 
in Rapid City and snow was mixed with rain 
in the higher elevations of the Badlands. 
Nevertheless · over half of the good natured 
rockhounds donned warm clothes and rode in 
buses to the alluvial rock beds of the Interior 
area. Plans of hunting in the prime area, the 
Weta basin ,had to be abandoned because of 
impassable roads in such weather. (One rock­
hound tried it, and got (continued page 2) 
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~ so hopelessly stuck it took him 13 hours to get out.) Col­
o 

a.. lectors at Interior succeeded in finding over 60 Fairburns, 
; plus lots of other kinds of cutting material. Tumbling size 
~ chalcedony pieces of several colors literally paved the road. 
~ Meanwhile back at the Auditorium the biggest rock swap 

1l ever held in the upper Midwest was going on. Most guests 
~ made some good swaps and had a chance to get acquainted 
g- with the host clubs ••• even the Field guides who came in 
v, cold and wet toward evening. Free coffee was served by 
~ the Pierre Chamber of Commerce throughout the convention i Fee shuttle buses took people down town to see the window 

displays of South Dakota rocks, minerals, and fossils, to 
~ 
Cl) their motels, to the restaurants, and to the churches where 

Z special meals were served. 

Because of the mud, the Saturday trip had to be in the 
same rock beds. Many collectors drove in their own cars 
and others took the buses. The Civil Air Patrol, in charge 
of Field Safety, estimated 1700 in the Field. Others went 
farther on along the gravel road toward Scenic or toward 
Wall or even to the Black Hills. Several fine jasper brach­
iopods and gastropods were found near Interior as well as 
several pieces of cycad. 

The medical unit of the South Dakota National Guard 
had a field hospital at Murdo and took care of several min­
or emergencies and first aid calls. Dr. Robert Hayes of the 
University of South Dakota was in charge. 

The annual Federation Banquet, planned by Beverly 
Andrews and her committee, was attended by over 600. 
Merit Award Certificates were presented to the 1969 win­
ners by the President. A. I. Johnson, South Dakota Mine 
Inspector, told about the bonanza days of prospecting in the 
Black Hills and the record minerals and crystals. Members 
of the Sioux Fol Is club were responsible for the unique fav­
ors of Sioux Quartzite. Verne Montgomery was MC. June 
Zeitner introduced Russell MocFall o's the President for the 
next Fede rat ion year, and E 11 is Courter, immediate post 
President presented the Past President's Plaque to June. 
Pictures were token for Earth Science and other publications 
by Steve Nelson, Editor of the South Dakota Newsletter. 

Slide shows and movies were shown free at the Murdo 
theatre. Maps, books, and magazines were available. One 
booth sold dinosaurs for the children's -party which was 
planned by Mrs. Dorothy Rice. A hayride, weiner roast, 
and street dance was also planned for teen agers. 

Sunday trips were scattered, but most of them were in 
the Black Hills or western part of the Badlands. Most peo­
ple were lucky enough to draw their first choice on Sunday 
trips. They were given directions for the time and place to 
meet their guides. Most of the Sunday trips reported some 
excellent finds. The Sturgis Chamber of Commerce gave a 
free breakfast to people who went there. The Ree Heighs 
Ranchers served free coffee to that group. Almost every 
attraction in the Black Hills gave discounts to those wear­
ing convention badges. Many visitors went on to Salt Lake 
City, while some stayed in South Dakota several days. A 
week after the Convention there were still a number of 
rockhounds camping in Murdo. The residents of Murdo re­
ported that they had never seen such a friendly and good 
natured group of people. There was absolutely no I itter 
left by the guests. The Convention Committee has a stack 
of thank you letters from al I over the Federation and the 
host clubs said that they enjoyed the chance to meet mem­
bers from other states and to do something for the Federation. 

IN EARTH SCIENCE SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER ISSUE 

Fellow members of the Chicago Rocks and Min­
erals Society know Anthony Gricius as a painstaking 
student of mineralogy. We are pleased to ·present 
his "Skeletal Galena Crystals" in the September­
October issue of Earth Science Magazine. Do words 
I ike "holotype" confuse you? Harrell L. Strimple 
of the University of Iowa explains them for fossil 
lovers in this some issue. 

Mary Cornwel I for Earth Science 

CLUB OFFICERS 
should be looking soon for the proposed revisions 

of the Midwest Federation By-Laws. Bernice Rexin, 
past President of the AFMS as well as Midwest, with 
Howard Knight, Cal George, and many others worked 
on these revisions all year. The accepted proposals re­
present the best of ideas and compromises worked out by 
the Executive Committee, and the proposals as moiled 
to you were voted on and accepted by the Executive 
Committee at the meeting at Murdo. Clubs are asked to 
vote soon on the revised By-laws as it is felt the Feder­
ation will greatly benefit from the updated document. 
If there are any questions feel free to write to Mrs. Rexin, 
Mr. Knight, or any of the Past Presidents Advisory Coun­
cil or current elected officers. 

THE SPECIAL DISPLAY COMMITTEE 
has a list of special displays for shows in the Midwest. 

This will be sent to each club in October. Show Chair­
men, be sure to ask whoever gets yo11r club moi I, about 
this list. 

EACH CLUB 
is receiving two free copies of the new Federation 

Bibliography of Earth Science Publications •. More may be 
purchased through Verne Montgomery, 830 Sheridan Place, 
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515 

welcome new clubs •.• from page 

THE JAMES VALLEY NATURE CLUB, Mr. Raymond 0. Wolff, 
Pres., 1483 Third St. S.W., Huron, South Dakota 57350 

THE THREE LAKES ROCK CLUB, Mr. John H. McCormick, 
Pres., Route 1, Three Lakes, Wisconsin 54562 

Individual Memberships 
MR. & MRS. MELVIN L. BERRY, 2381/2 North Avenue,Mt. 

Clemens, Michigan 48043 
MR. ARDITH L. PHILLIPS, 926 Neely Avenue, Muncie, 

Indiana 47303 
MR. C. C. GREEN & MRS. EDITH GREEN, Box 6, Group 

328, Route 3, Winnipeg, Manitobo (Canada) 

MR. & MRS. EDWARDZETTERBERG, 1101 N. Jefferson,' 
Muncie, Indiana 47303 (Roscoe L. LaRue is on this 
family membership) 

MR. & MRS. E. L. THOMPSON, P.O. Box 221, Montgom­
ery, Illinois 60538 

Jim Hanten, Convention Treasurer says that a full finan­
cial report will be issued early this fall, and that although 
the convention was planned as a break-even proposition, it 
is apparent that everything is in the black and there will be 
a sma II profit for the Federation. 
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OCTOBER IS 
CLEAN UP MONTH 

Why not have a clean up trip in October to 
leave a favorite locality as beautiful as when you 
first went there? The Midwest Federation has a 
good reputation for keeping its field areas I itter­
free , and restoring shabby localities. The Mid­
west Conser~ation Committtee , Cal George , chair­
man, and Anti-Litter Committee , Marie Beeler, 
and Peter Rookus, are helping us promote a pro­
gram which will keep our favorite hunting grounds 
clean and healthy and open for future collectors. 
What can your club do to help? Take that clean­
up trip, and then let these committees hear about 
it. 

HELP WANTED 
-A MWF Talent Roundup 

When Armstrong said of the moon exploration 
"We plead guilty of enjoying ourselves", he voiced 
a fact that many of us know. Work can be fun. To 
some of us the earth sciences and lapidary arts are 
just a hobby something to be done for spare time 
pleasure. But many of us see that to keep the hobby 
progressive and coordinated also takes organization 
and planning , in short, work. If you are one who 
doesn't mind the work which helps put your club on 
the map, maybe yc;>u would also like to have a 
chance at working on the Executive Committee. 

Now, to start with, we have 15,000 members 
and only about 10% can have a chance at one of 
the Executive Committee jobs, at any given time. 
However that doesn't mean that the committees 
can't use more help. And every year there are vac­
ancies and the Directors searc,h frantically for just 
the right person to fi 11 them. There shou Id be a 
Federation file of talented people who have the 
time and the wi 11 to serve in some capacity. If you 
write in you can't be guaranteed a job at once of 
course but your name, your experience , and the 
position you are interested in will be on record, so 

(continued page 2) 

PROPOSED REVISED BY-LAWS 

Copies of the proposed revised by-laws of 
the MWF have been mailed to each club to­
gether with a ballot to record your approvals 
and a self-addressed, stamped envelope, for 
return of the ballot to our secretary. Please 
remember I you have only 30 days to examine 
and ratify these revised by-laws from the time 
you receive them I so don't postpone immediate 
action. These new by-laws are the best we 
have every had, and represent long months of 
writing and debate and compromise. We feel 
that the revised by-laws will help the clubs as 
wel I as the new and future officers and com­
mittees. Thank you for helping in this import­
ant matter! 

FEDERATION MANUALS 

Various committees are hard at work prepar­
ing manuals to aid clubs in their many activities. 
There will be a Junior Activities Manual a Safe­
ty Manual, a Public Relations Manual, and a new 
Program Manual, among others. If your club has 
any ideas or materials which they would like in­
cluded in any of these publications ; please write 
the proper officer. Remember it is your Feder­
ation and you will get out of it what you put in­
to it. Officers want to serve the clubs as the 
clubs wish Ito be served. Ask for a Federation 
booth at your next show and find out what your 
Federation is doing for you and what you can do 
for it. 

THE FALL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
will be held on November 1st at the begin­

ning of the new term. The meeting wil I be in 
Detroit, Michigan in connection with the annual 
show of the Michigan Mineralogical Society. 
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a.. WILLIAM J. Bl NG HAM 
past president of the MWF (1955-56) died in 

St. Paul Minnesota on August 29th after a long 
illness. Bill served the gem and mineral hobby 
in the Midwest in many ways, attending many 
executive meetings and shows in his wheel chair. 
He was nomenclature chairman for the Midwest 
for several years. He was active in the Mi nnes­
ota Mineral Society, was well known for his color 
slides, his frequent interesting articles, and his 
interest in a 11 aspects of the hobby . Bing ham i te, 
that regal cutting material from northern Minn­
esota was his discovery. Bill is survived by two 
children. He will be missed by his many friends 
in the Midwest and American Federation. The 
Midwest Federation has made a gift to the AFMS 
Scholarship fund in memory of Bill Bingham, a 
wonderful friend to us all. 

CORRECTION 

I 

On page 6 cif the 1969 Midwest Di rectory the correct 
price of American Federation Uniform Rules and Gem Lists 
are 25¢ each. 

help wanted .... continued from page 1 

that a president looking for a specific talent from a certain 
area may decide that you are the best qualified. 

Here is what we need to know: What offices have you 
held in your own club? What is your career? What 
special training or degrees do you have? What is your 
special interest in the hobby? Do you like to write let­
ters? Can you attend meetings 2 or 3 times a year which 
may be several hundred miles away? Are you familiar 
with the by-laws and operational procedure of the Mid­
west and American Federations? Do you take part in 
competitive display , Scholarship Fund, Anti-Litter Cam­
paign, and other Federation activities? Do you read club 
bulletins and the Midwest Newsletter and Earth Science 
magazine? Do you like to organize, plan, and follow 
through? Do you attend work meetings as well as social 
meet ings? Do you have any creative ideas or constructive 
ideas for a particular committee? Do people like to work 
with you or for you? Have you held offices in other or­
ganizations? Do you have time enough for a job which 
may take severe I hours each week? 

Write as complete a resume as you can and give two 
references . .. one an officer of your own club, and one a 
past or present Federation officer. Then mail the applica­
tion, with your name, address and telephone number, to 
Jean Reynolds, 107 Tuttle Avenue Clarendon Hills, Ill­
inois 60514. Applications will be cross filed by state and 
by type of work you are particularly interested in. Thanks 
for helping. 

IF YOU HAVE AN ITEM OF INTEREST 
SEND IT TO THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

OUiR CLUBS SHOULD HAVE 
A "MOON WALK" FILM 

Is there some good hearted club with a little spare 
cash which they would like to use to help the other clubs? 
NASA has released several spectacular moon walk pro­
grams which certainly would be popular with most program 
chairmen and club members. In areas where there are 
many programs avai I able, perhaps members do not realize 
how much the Federation programs are used . If your club 
wou Id I ike to help please write Mary Anderson, Program 

Chairman, (Route 3 - Box 241 E, Kokomo Indiana) and 
tell her which of these films you will give the Federation 
fi Im I ibrary. Also send a copy to Haydon Peterson (News­
letter Editor, Route 5 - Box 229, Des Moines, Iowa) so 
your new program can be pub I ished. 

Here are the programs avai I able and their prices: 

1) "Complete From Blastoff to Splashdown of Apo I lo 
11" - Full Color, 400 ft. 8mm $40.U0. 

2) "Moon Walk". This reproduction is much clearer 
than the telecast and has al I the famous TV scenes . - In 
Black and White, 400 ft . 8mm $20.00. 

3) "Highlights of Apollo 11 Flight and Moon Shot" -
This is a set of 24, 35mm color slides. $10.00. 

Any of these may be ordered from Movie Newsreels, 
1621 Cahuenga, Hollywood, California 90028. 

NEW SLIDE PROGRAM AVAILABLE 

The Lizzadro Museum of Elmhurst, Illinois has donated 
a new slide progfom to our MWF Program Library. This 
program consits of 75 color, 35mm, slides . When you order 
ask for'"Cameos lntarsia and Scotch Jewelry". Slides are 
done in the grand style of the Lizzadro Museum, having 
being photographed at the Museum. You will be able to 
see these works of art when you visit the Museum. This 
group of slides will make a very fine program and was rated 
"tops" by the Executive Board which had the pleasure of a 
prevue recently. 

1970 PROGRAM PLANNER'S AID GUIDE 
SOON TO BE AVAILABLE 

The Program Planner's Aids - 1970 will be the title of 
the new booklet now in preparation and to be published 
by the Library Committee soon. Mary C. Anderson is the 
chairman and Jane Auler is the assistant chairman of this 
committee. 

In this new edition the committee will place at the fin­
ger tips of the member clubs program chairmen some worth­
while aids to get the mind working on original ideas that 
would especially fit their club . The information for the 

new aids guide was obtained from replies to letters sent to 
club program chairmen to learn their ideas for improving 
the MWF help to member clubs . (Clubs that did not reply 
may still do so. Just ask in your club for the person who 
received the blank, make your comments and return to Mrs. 
Anderson). 

This new guide will have guidelines for the making of a 
good slide program, something which the MWF always needs 
to continue a flow of new programs to its members. Also 
a list of speakers that can be called upon for talks to your 
club. · 
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