









































"SALT TREASURE BENEATH DETROIT"

is the title of Ellis Courter's report of the tour he and fellow member Gerald lIrvine of the Mich-
igan Mineralogical Society made through the Detroit mine of the International Salt Company .

An extraordinary account but he has photographs that don't lie. Earth Science magazine for Jan-
vary -February 1969 has the story. In the same issue Dale Douglas of the Elkhart Mineral Society

Inc. begins a promising series "Midwest Fossils.

ing, and displaying.

Part | discusses collecting, cleaning, mount-

continued from page one, column 2

14. It is unnecessary to have an Assistant in
the same county or city as the State Vice Pres-
ident.

15. The state could be divided up into geo-
graphical districts.

16. It would be desirable to have State
Vice Presidents deliver the new clubs their cer-~
tificates of membership.

17. The MWF Newsletter will be glad to
print items submitted by State Vice Presidents.

18. The question was brought up of what
happens to the Membership Certificates. |t was
brought out that some are handed from President
to President at installation ceremonies.

19. State Vice Presidents wives should also
wear some type of identification badge.

20. State Vice Presidents should try to be
good correspondents; answering all mail promptly.

SCHOLARSHIP SCOREBOARD

400%
East Ohio Lapidary Club

200%

Indian Mounds Gem & Mineral Society

Grand Valley Rock & Mineral Society
Richland Lithic & Lapidary Society

100%

Central Michigan Lapidary & Mineral Society
Huron Hills Lapidary & Mineral Society
White River Gem Society

Thanks for your continued wonderful support
and keep those coupons and dollars for scholars

coming in. -Kate Steinbrenner

RECAP OF FIELD TRIP SEMINAR
AMERICAN-MIDWEST ROCK CONVENTION
NORMAL, ILLINOIS - AUGUST 1968

It was concluded by the members present,
that the following would help many clubs with
field trips.

A. Interest quarry and mine owners in our
hobby .

B. Controlled management of field trips.

C. Send "thank you" note after field trip.

D. Send owner a copy of your announcement
of trip.

E. Every club should have a Safety Chairman
in addition to Field Trip Chairman.

F. Wearing of safety boots, goggles and hard
hats.

G. Field trip chairman should supervise trips
and appoint people to help him with each trip.

H. A safety meeting should be held before
each trip. Note should be made of any hazard
that might be encountered.

I. An idea about what to collect in the part-
icular area. A small display of specimens to fam-
iliarize participants.

J. Do not announce just where the trip will be.
Just a place to meet and then leave.

The following extra ideas might help improve
our image in the earth science fields.

1. Some kind of standard identification card
using the AMF as agent.

2. Bulletin Editors should publish safety rules.

3. On the open range get permission from the
the ranchers.

4. Be sure to close all gates on any ranch land.

5. More and more there will be paid collecting
areas.

6. Clubs should publish field trip booklets on

your particular state.

From Roy Meyenberg, State VP for Ohio






dition prevails at Lincoln, Nebraska, where museum and club have worked cordially together to their mutual
advantage .

Lapidary interest has not been mentioned because this is the hobby aspect which brings the most newcomers
into our clubs. But, as anyone who has been associiated for a long time with a club knows, the members who
stay and grow with the club are those who also develop a broader interest in scientific aspects of the hobby .

Like the clubs, the Federation's best preparation for the 1970s is to make itself a stronger and better instru-
ment by building from within. It is an agency with only one fundamental role-- to serve the clubs and help
them serve their members. |t should not try to do what the club can do better, but it should stand ready and
able to help if help is needed. This role the Federation has well performed in the past. One of the keys to this
relationship is the vice-president for each state and his assistants. |t is vital that he realize the importance of
his office and that he enjoy cordial relationships with the clubs. It is the Federation's job to see that he is
continuously active and effective. Maybe the clubs should ratify his appointment by the Federation's president,
if this would make the clubs feel that he is their man. With the Federation's growing financial resources it
should also be possible to undergird his work with financial subsidy perhaps derived from rockrama or convention
profits.

In addition, it would be desirable goal to have a Federation officer speak at least once a year to each club.
This would not be for the vainglory of the officers or the Federation but to promote closer understanding of the
Federation's work and to gain cooperation from the clubs. Likewise, the executive committee might wish to
invite a representative of each club in the state in which it holds its meetings, so that the clubs in this way
could learn of the hard work, the dedication of time and money, and the concern of the Federation's leadership.
Growth of larger and more sophisticated clubs, which seems probable in the future, should justify enlarging
the monthly Newsletter.

The general climate of the 1970s for the Federation and its member clubs would indicate that the Federation's
role would be to encourage them to improve educational services to their members by telling them how to form
study groups and how to conduct them, to provide study outlines and bibliographies and lists of available
speakers. Heavy responsibility for this will fall on the geology and mineralogy chairmen and committees of the
Federation. It is touching on sacred ground, but one further avenue of communication would be a more intimate
relationship, even organic union, with Earth Science so that the Federation would provide it with some 13,000
subscribers and the magazine would give the Federation an articulate voice. It is even possible to envision a
magazine that would do for geology, mineralogy, paleontology and archeology what the Lapidary Journal has
done for its specialty.

Furthermore, the Federation might consider sponsoring traveling exhibits, perhaps with or through the
American Federation. The Federation can encourage closer relations of its clubs with universities and museums
A club that is seriously interested in a study program will get the assistance and respect of professionals. This
is one favorable public image that counts.

The Midwest Federation also has a responsibility to the American Federation. Through a strong American
Federation the regional Federations can escape from provincialism, share leadership and ideas, reach common
ground on judging rules, and have effective representation on matters of governmental regulation and legis-
lation and on tax exemption.

Finally, the Federation must remember two things-- that its clubs are the Federation, that the Federation,
like the clubs, is a means to an end, and that that end is to help every member fully realize himself and enjoy
our hobby to his fullest capacity. If it and the clubs do their parts, the 1970s promise to be our best years yet.
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ATTENTION BULLETIN EDITORS

Summer is just around the corner, and with it
the Gemboree of the Rockies (June 19-21 - Salt
Lake City, Utah), our National Gem and Mineral
Show. The many Editors of the American Feder-
ation club bulletins have but one official meeting
a year and that is the Editors Breakfast at the AFMS
Convention. Please come... we will have a mem-
orable program for you and will try to thank you
for your many efforts to help the AFMS and the
Regional Federations. You are very important and
much appreciated in this hobby. Rocky Mountain
Federation (Host Federation of the AFMS Conven-
tion) and AFMS awards will be presented at the
breakfast. Your friends are welcome too. One
more thing... PLEASE see that your Regional Bul-
letin Chairman has a good copy of your bulletin to
send me for the AFMS Bulletin Display, or send it
directly to me. Thanks! -June Culp Zeitner,
Chairman AFMS Club Publications, Mission, S.D.
57555.

* % % % % % %

Conrad Peterzen, Bulletin Exchange Editor
for our Midwest Federation, announces the MWF
Annual Bulletin Editors Contest for 1969. All
editors are asked to send in copies of their Dec-
ember 1968 and April 1969 issues to the Senior
Judge, Mrs. Phyllis Parks, 2435 S. 19th Street,
Lincoln, Nebraska 68502. All entries must be
postmarked not later than April 1st. Awards
will be made and winners announced at the Ed-
itors Breakfast in Murdo, South Dakota on Thurs-
day, June 12, 1969.

SCHOLARSHIP

Our Scholarship Chairman, Katharine Stein-
brenner, has been having a bout with the flu and
has been unable to keep up with her scholarship
duties. She is now recovered and catching up on
scholarship matters and will have a complete re-
port for us in the April issue.

WE EXTEND OUR SINCERE SYMPATHY

to Cal Simmons, President of the American
Federation, on the passing of his wife Emily on
December 26, 1968. His address is 5541 West
10th Avenue, Denver, Colorado 80214.

b Docngs

ELKHART MINERAL SOCIETY - Elkhart, Indiana
has embarked on an ambitious program. They
have begun classes on fossil identification, rock and
mineral identification, lapidary, shell carving,
micro-mounting, metal-smithing and faceting.

WILDCAT GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY - Kokomo,
Indiana plan extensive work with 4-H and
other youth groups.

LINCOLN GEM AND MINERAL CLUB - Lincoln,

Nebraska announce new classes in silver-smith-
ing and silver-casting at the Lincoln High School

Craft Shop.
DES PLAINES VALLEY GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

- Des Plaines, Illinois have a new study group
in geology-petrology .

DALLAS COUNTY ROCK CLUB - Adel, lowa have
presented geode cases to the Dallas County
schools.

OLIVER ROSKAM, our MWF Assistant Public Rel-

ations Committee member, reports that efforts
are being made to establish a Rockhound State Park
in Missouri.

THE ROAMIN CLUB... ROCK AND MINERAL

CLUB - Livonia, Michigan has embarked on an
ambitious printing program. They have published
their first annual year book giving a summary of
the past years activities. They also publish a mon-
thly bulletin.

STORM LAKE AREA ROCKHOUNDS - Storm Lake,

lowa have about as clever a bulletin cover as
we have seen. Called "The Snooper" a dog, who
looks like he could smell rocks, has a collar stud-
ded with jewels. A sailboat with the club's initials
on the sail completes the cover.

KEEP THOSE BETTY CROCKER COUPONS
COMING IN..... THEY ARE A BIG SOURCE
OF INCOME IN THE BUILDING OF OUR
SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION,



















