



























































Midwest Federation's NEWSLETTER

Published monthly except July & August as a Service to Member Clubs.
Editor: Haydon Peterson, Route 5 - Box 229, Des Moines, la. 50317 MiD S| WEST

FEDERATION

Issue No. 94 - April 1969

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN

Roy Meyenberg of Euclid, Ohio, has the big MEET YOUR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
job of serving the Federation as Membership Chair- by June Zeitner, President
man. Essential qualifications for this important
service are organizational ability, promptness, willingness to write many letters and reports, and the
ability and desire to be helpful. Roy will help new clubs organize, keep the Organizational Kit up
todate and in stock at all times. He will see that the applications for new member clubs are correctly
processed as quickly and efficiently as possible. He will answer all letters of inquiry pertaining to
membership, and he will keep the president and secretary informed of the work of his committee. If
you belong to a new club Roy is the one who sees that you get on the mailing list for the Federation
and that the Supplies Chairman and the Newsletter Editor also know about your group.

A member of the Cleveland Geological Society and a new MWF club at Euclid, Roy lives on the
shore of Lake Erie with his wife Caroline and daughter Diana. He is a mineral collector and active

---membership, please turn to continuation on page 2, column 1

WHO'S A CONSERVATIONIST?
A reprint from Wisconsin Conservation NOTICE TO ALL CLUB TREASURERS,

Bulletin - supplied to us by Cal George, PRESIDENTS AND MEMBERS

our Legislation and Conservation chairman. The Midwest Federation is your Fed-

eration! Help the work of your Feder-

ation proceed more efficiently by pay-
and popular. 1t has become olmc.>s’r as sacred as ing your club dues IMMEDIATELY . Bill
home, country, God,mother. Virtually no one

confesses to be anti-conservation.

Conservation, once suspect, now is respected

Dahlberg, Midwest Federation Treasurer
has paid our dues to the American Fed-

The accompanying comments, from Pennsyl- eration, which amounts to 10¢ per mem=

vania Forests Magazine, help set the matter in ber. But he reports that half of the
perspective. The author is L. E. Stotz of the clubs in llinois still have not paid their
U.S. Forest Service. dues, a third of the clubs in Michigan

* k%

- have not paid, and this delinquency
The English language can be very subtle. exists in most states, however all 16
One of the most mis-used and least understood of Minnesota's clubs have paid. Why

words in it is "conservation," as applied to can't you?
natural resources.

Aldo Leopold, naturalist and conservationist,

defined conservation as a "state of harmony be- man or hunter, can call himself a conservation-
tween man and land." A little girl once aptly ist unless he is willing to work to protect the
said, "Conservation is what you eat, and what watershed that feeds his fishing stream, and the
you wear, and where you live; and if you don't habitat that furnishes food and cover for wild-
you won't." life.

There should be no such thing as a narrow-
minded conservationist, although many narrow- [t's much easier to be a preservationist than a
minded people believe that they are conser- conservationist. Preservation of natural resources

vation minded. No sportsman, whether fisher- --- conservationist, turn to page 2, column 2
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membership, from page |

field tripper, and has served the Federation as the State Vice
President for Ohio for several years. He has helped with judg~
ing at some of our competative shows, and has been active in
seminars and " Cracker Barrel”" sessions. The Membership Com-
mittee is a permanent committee of the Federation which means
that the appointment is for three years. Roy's wife will be one
of his assistants and a new one will soon be appointed. All
State Vice Presidents are also considered members of the mem-
bership committee.

* k Kk %

Safety Chairman - The Federation Safety Chairman is Max Hol-
liday from Sioux Falls, South Dakota. He is an engineer for
the Sioux Falls Fire Department and has taught Red Cross First
Aid for 18 years. He is also a First Aid instructor for the Boy
Scouts, the Police Department, the Fire Department and the
Civil Air Patrol. His appointment to this Federation job is in
keeping with our policy of finding highly qualified professional
people for the Executive Committee, to better serve our clubs.

Max is past president of the Sioux Empire Gem and Mineral
Society and is now on the Board of Directors. He represents
the lapidary hobby on the Sioux Empire Arts Council. Max and
his wife Gladys like fishing, hunting and camping, next to
rock collecting and lapidary work.

Max asks that EACH CLUB APPOINT A SAFETY CHAIRMAN.,
Have your club Safety Chairman write to Max so your Chairman
can directly recieve the Federation Safety materials.

The new Federation Sefety Chairman has sent us the following
list of Safety Rules for the Field Convention in South Dakota.
These apply to most of the western part of our region. A more
complete list will be issued to all who register for the conven-
tion.

1. Do not drive on private land without securing permission.

2. Wear good leather shoes (preferably boots) with grip soles.

3. Wear loose rather than tight slacks and long sleeves and
hats.

4. Never hunt alone.

5. Do not drive over cactus.

6. Be alert for washouts on trails.

7. Stay off dirt trails if rain is threatening.

8. Keep your gas tank full.

9. Carry extra water - just in case.

10. Be careful around range cattle, they could stampede.

11. Grass fires start easily and are disatrous. Never throw
down a match until it is cold and broken in two. Never throw
down a cigarette unless it has been completely extinguished in
water or reduced to cold ashes, then ground into the dirt with
your heel.

12. Never reach over a rock, ledge, or plant without looking
first. Do not walk fast in any grassy area.

13. Never let your dog run loose in field trip areas.

14. If you think you are lost, stay with your car, or if not near
the car stay out in an open and conspicuous place where a plane
could spot you.

---meet your executive committee, continued page 3, col. 2

" ADVANCED REGISTRATIONS
are necessary for the June Field Trip Conven-
tion. Those wishing to come should mail in the
tear out sheet from the brochure at oncel

MIDWEST FEDERATION FIELD TRIP CONVENTION
JUNE 12-13-14-15
Headquarters - = = - Murdo, South Dakota

SCHOLARSHIP SCOREBOARD

Our sincere appreciation and congratulations to .... follow-
ing Midwest clubs for their contributions to the Scholarship
Foundation:

100%

Corn Palace Rock Club - South Dakota

Central Michigan Lapidary and Mineral Society - Mich.
Huron Hills Lapidary and Mineral Society - Michigan
Sauk Trail Rock and Mineral Club = Indiana

White River Gem Society - Indiana

200%

Indian Mounds Rock and Mineral Club - Michigan
Lake Shore Mineral and Lapidary Society - Ohio
Nebraska Mineral and Gem Ciub - Nebraska
Richland Lithic and Lapidary Society - Ohio
Three Rivers Gem and Mineral Society - Indiana

300%
Nebraska Mineral and Gem Club - Nebraska
Wildcat Geological Society - Indiana

600%
West Suburban Lapidary Club - 1llinois
700%
Michiana Rock and Gem Club - Indiana

As of today there are 104 clubs that are 100%. One club
is over 1000%. One has reached 700%. Two clubs are 600%.
Five of our clubs are 500%. We are very proud of our Mid-
west Federation - only about 50 clubs are non-participating in
this project. If these clubs would realize that if each member
contributed just 10¢ at each meeting (or 20 coupon points)
they would be 100% in one years time for it only requires
$1.00 per member to attain this status.

We do appreciate every contribution. Keep up the good
work . Every gift means more "Dollars for Scholars”. Thank
you. -Katharine Steinbrenner (Mrs. W. H.), 2813 Patricia
Drive, Des Moines, lowa 50322.

conservationist, from page 1

is a static concept; conservation is a dynamic one.

Multiple use is both the simplest and most complex of appro-
aches to the conservation of natural resources. It means hav-
ing an overall plan which assures the most effective use of each
resource with a minimum of conflict with other use.

In all natural resource conservation there is an element of
preservation woven in. The conservationist supports the prin-
ciple of preserving rare species of birds and animals, but he
would not condone letting an elk or deer herd over-populate
its range. He would recognize the need for preserving wilder-
ness areas, but he would not support the unlimited withdrawal
of forest land for this purpose.

I think that | run across more preservationists than conservat-
ionists in my contacts with the public. Most preservationists
are sincere in the belief that they are conservationists, when
in reality they are not in sympathy with the principle of wise
use if it conflicts with any of their cherished beliefs.

| am amazed at how ill-informed many of these preservation-
ists are. A case in point is a woman | met on a campground.
She was a dedicated camper and hiker. | thought that she was
also a dedicated conservationist. After a minute of conver-
sation, | realized that she was a preservationist.

When she found out that timber cutting was permitted on
the Allegheny national forest, she was shocked. She didn't
approve of hunting, either. She was convinced that benefic~
ient nature would take care of the deer, and hunting was not

-=-conservationist, continued page 3, column 1



WELCOME NEW CLUBS

The Midwest Federation takes pleasure in ann-
ouncing the following clubs have been accepted in-
to membership. Welcome to each of you!

PICTURED ROCKS GEM AND MINERAL CLUB,
Fred Wolff, President, Box &4, Wetmore, Mich-
igan 49895.

3M PROSPECTORS CLUB,
Harvey D. Afflerbaugh, President, 394 South
Warwick Street, St. Paul, Minnesota 55105

McDONNELL GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY,
David W. Peterson, President, 12 Media Drive,
Creve Coeur, Missouri 63141

EUCLID LAPIDARY AND MINERAL SOCIETY,
Edwin D. Phillips, President, 1784 Oakmount
Road, South Euclid, Ohio 44121

SCHOLARSHIP REMINDER

For your club to receive proper credit without
delay, be sure you send your checks and coupons
for the Scholarship Foundation directly to our Mid-
west Scholarship Chairman... Mrs. W. H. Stein-
brenner, 2813 Patricia Drive, Des Moines, lowa
50322.

NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE LIST

The revised Executive Committee list has just
been printed and copies are being mailed to all our
clubs. Please refer to this new list when writing to
any of the officers or committee chaimen.

conservationist, from page 2

necessary as a means of keeping deer within bounds.
The fact that man had eliminated the large predators,
which had once kept deer numbers in balance with
their food supply , never entered her head. Neither
was she aware of the damage that excess deer could
do to the forest vegetation that she was so anxious fo
preserve.

Her hobbies were hiking and camping. That other
forest users might be just as dedicated to the sport of
hunting would probably not have been appreciated
by her.

Conservation in America, like democracy, is ev~
erybody's business. It is not just a catch phrase that
can be used as a convenient synonym for the word
preservation, and its meaning ftwisted to fit a part-
icular interest of the outdoorsman.

From Mary Anderson, Our Program Chairman
A PROGRAM NOTE

A poor program gave our wide awake Jan Krusk-
owski, assistant vice president for the state of Minn-
esota an idea for a criteria for making slide and film
programs and through further correspondence | find
many of her ideas are exactly like my own.

All of this leads up to the fact that we need a new
Program Planners Aids. Letters are being prepared to
go to all program chairmen, asking for their own
ideas of what is wrong... what needs to be cor-
rected... and how, what they would like to see in
this new manual and their comments on how the lib=-
rary could help make programs better.

The library is soliciting their help because we feel
that the person on the job knows more about it than
maybe we give them credit for knowing.

A great big "thank you" goes out from the library
and the Federation to Al Erickson of the Chicago Lap-
idary Club not only for making but donating a tape
for our 2 reel film "The Gem Story". More people
will enjoy it and maybe some will see it the second
time with the tape.

Besides the two new slide programs that we have
just added, we hope to make several other additions
to the library this year. Answer those letters when
you receive them and let us know how you feel. Each
and every one will be read and given due consider-
ation.

meet your executive committee, from page 2
Anti-Litter. When Robert Goldsworth of the AFMS
and California Federations asked that we appoint an
Anti-Litter Chairman in the Midwest, | wondered why
some of us hadn't thought of it a long time ago. While
it is true that we do not want to become principally
known as volunteer garbage collectors, still it is true
that nothing hurts our image more than leaving a mess
and nothing impresses land owners more than being
considerate.

Marie Beeler, North Platte, Nebraska has accept-
ed the chairmanship of the Anti-Litter Committee for
the Midwest. Marie is a widow and a grandmother
who is interested in every part of the hobby, but par-
ticularly field tripping. With her Airstream Trailer
and her International Travelall she is a familiar sight
at many shows. Marie has helped with shows and
other activities of the North Plarte club, and has
also has been active in the Rollin' Rock Club, as Vice
President for Nebraska. H.E,L.P. Marie by filling
out the Anti-Litter blank with this Newsletter. And,
club presidents. .. if you don't have an Anti-Litter
chairman, appoint one now and let us know.

AMERICAN FEDERATION CONVENTION will be in
Salt Lake City, Utah.... June 19-20-21-22, 1969

6961 [11dy - 1aya)smaNy - € 9By



Newsletter - April 1969 - Page 4

1969 BULLETIN CONTEST

Con Peterzen, MWF Bulletin Exchange Editor,
has advised that either the March or April issue
of your club bulletin will be accepted for judg~
ing in the 1969 Bulletin Editors Contest along
with your December 1968 issue. He also advises
that you may have until midnight April 15th to
get your entry postmarked.

CLUB DOINGS

THE SIOUX EMPIRE GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY of
Sioux Falls, S.D. has selected the dates of April 19-

20 for their 2nd Annual Show. Show chairman is Robert

Johnson, Route 3 - Box 230, Sioux Falls, S.D. 57101

THE LAKE COUNTY GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY of

the Chicago area heard Dr. Eugne $S. Richardson, Jr.
of the Field Museum in Chicago at their February meet-
ing. Dr. Richardson spoke on "The Story of the Tully
Monster and the Dancing Worm of Turkana". He is the
Curator of Invertebrates in the Museum.

THE RACINE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY of Racine, Wis-

consin published a 4-page double-spread sheets in
their club bulletin "The Hammer" on Characteristics of
Important Gem Stone Materials Found In the USA and
Generally Considered to Be Worth Collecting and Cutt-
ing. List gave hardness, composition, color or pattern,
etc.

THE BLUE RIDGE GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY of Ray-
town, Missouri and vacinity (Kansas City) booked in
the new MWF film on Silversmithing. (This excellent
film is available to all MWF clubs. Write Mary Ander-
son, program chairman of the MWF for dates for your

club.)

TRI-COUNTY ROCKS AND MINERAL SOCIETY - Sagin-

aw, Michigan conducted their 11th Annual Auction.
Sale was in two parts, silent bidding and then the live
bidding with an auctioneer.

OZARK EARTH SCIENCE CLUB of Mountain Home , Ark-
ansas is publishing a very interesting bulletin under
the editorship of Mrs. Olive Knight. The Knights are old
hands at bulletins and the like having been active in the
Earth Science Club of Northern lllinois when they lived

in llinois.

THE MINNESOTA MINERAL CLUB of Minneapolis, Minn-

esota had their annual banquet on March 15th at the
Sheraton Motor inn. Guest speaker was Arthur A. Viert-
haler, Professor of Art, University of Wisconsin.

THIS 1S YOUR FEDERATION
Order Your Directory 50¢

ISSUES TO THINK ABOUT

ONE OF THE BIG stumbling blocks in the progress
of the Federation is getting our mail to the right indivi-
duals in each club. Do you know if your club's mail is
answered promptly. For instance we should have all
dues by now, and many have still not paid. We should
have Directory blanks back by now so we can get the
Directory printed, and revise our mailing list, and get
the names and officers of our clubs off to the Buyers
Guide. Who do you think should be responsible for see-
ing that your club is up to date? Wouldn't a permanent
mailing address help you?

RUSS MacFALL, Midwest Historian, noticed that
some Federations have clubs with definite rules about
how to handle members who are destructive or negligent
on field trips. Some clubs expel members who give the
club a bad name. He suggests we think about how we
should handle such things in our clubs. Think about this.
It is better to expel the trouble makers who might have
ruined field areas for you, or is it better to keep them in
the club where you can at least try to supervise their
activities and amend their ways?

OLIVER ROSKAM, Assistant to the Publications
Chairman, says part of our Public Image difficulty is the
word "rockhound" . He suggests that maybe we would
find more doors (and gates) open to us if we called our-
selves Rockologists, which somehow connotes a more re-
sponsible, sensible, and inteltigent group than "rock-
hounds"

On the other hand the Schulzes, Public Relations
Chairmen, suggest that maybe what we should do is clean
up the word "rockhound" since we seem to be stuck with
it anyway. We could make the word mean everything
good if we really try. Roskam says the implication of
"dog" is degrading for us, but Past President Howard
Knight points out that in some parts of our country peo-
ple give their hounds more attention than they do their
children. What does your club think about this?

THERE ARE A NUMBER of clubs in our states which
do not belong to the Federation. It is the Federations
which have made the hobby what it is in America. |t is
your money which is supporting our Education and Con-
servation and Legislation and Recreation, and all the im-
portant things to keep the hobby interesting and fun and
worthwhile. What can we do to make the unaffiliated
clubs aware of what we contribute to their welfare?

How can we get them to join us?

SOME CLUBS are afraid to try competitive shows.
They feel it is too difficult, will cause too much trouble,
or that it wouldn't be fair to those who don't want to
compete. Think about it this way. By not having com-
petition are you fair to those who want to compete? They
should have a right to compete, just as those who do not
want to compete have a right to enter non-competitive
displays. Just because a show has competition, does not
mean that it is all competitive. Non-competitive displays
are usually in the majority, but shouldn't we give a break
to those in our clubs who want to learn about competion?



































