














REMINISCING

It will be 15 years in Feb., since the first enthusiastic group of
rockhounds got together in the Ishpeming Winter Club House and organ-
ized a Rock & Mineral Club that is still bringing enjoyment te a host
of people in Marquette County and the U,P, I guess since I was one
of the ringleaders and responsible for getting the group together, I
was bulldozed into becoming the first President of this fine group of
people. That was way back in 1953 ~---- my how time flies,

Serving with me on the first Board of the Ishpeming Rack & Mineral
Club were Bob Davis as Vice Pres., Anita Davis as Secretary, and Bul
Bamford as Treasurer, Within three months of organization and through
the encouragement of Floyd and Helen Mortenson of Pontiac, Mich. who
became members of our club that year and have kept up their treasured
membership every yegr since, the Ishpeming Rock & Mineral Club hosted
the Michigan Mineralogical Society on a three day field trip complete
with a banquet attended by 85 persons, and a luncheon put on jointly
by the Cleveland Cliffs Iron Mining Co. and the ladies of our club.
The MMS was favorably impressed with the hospitality of our club in
this, our flrst endeavor,

During the first year we met in the Ishpeming Public Library, the
Ishpeming Winter Sports Club House, Ishpeming Fire Hall and in the
homes of the officers, I hope you can remember such loval members of
that year, such as, Charles and Hetty Hawes, Gust Engman, Joe & Nellie
Collick, Charles and Selma Tapola, Len and Lyle Trebilcock, Champ &
Catherine Lemin, Lena & Bud Bamford Bob Richards and of course and
egger group of junior members - Ted Beutner, Karl Rundman, Bill Locher.
Paul Lesage, Jundy Lemin, Jim Crawford, Dan Mithcell and our boys, Dud
and Scott,

Believe 1t or not, the first operating capital wasn't obtained thru
the sale of rocks, but through the efforts expended in bake sales held
in Stams Electric Shop and Hugh&s Grocery Shop. Those were busy days
and enthusiasm ran high., A field tirip to the Chmmpion Mine was as
much fun and education as any field trip I have since been on. How
quick it is to accept such good collecting as common place and utterly
disregard todays field trips if they are scheduled toc these good old
reliable mines. The Imperial mine was a favorite of the group as some
mighty fine micro mount material in the form of Sammet-~blend goethite
wes readily found on the dumps. Mt. Shasta Lodge use to see the group
quite often and I must say, the collecting was a shade better than it
has been of late, however some real exceptional Aphrosiderite garnets
have been turned up during the past several years,

Remember the programs---I sure do - as I volunteered to do one on
the crystal systems, and it was so comprehensive that I didn!'t go any
further than the isometric system, I never had enough time and I
guess I won't live long enough to get into all of the systems. I
learned a lot from this experience and I am sure that others did also,
especlally those who volunteered to take a pogram., Do you remember
those excellent presentations by the youth of our organization? It
was enough to really make us all proud,

We made an annual pilgrimage te the Copper Country and our field-
trips up there have always been enjoyable and ..,...wet. It never
failed to rain on our visits to the Cu Country, and remember the
hospitality poured out by our host and hostess on every trip up there-
The Godfrey Samuelsons, I am sorry those of you who have joined duriny
the past 10 years or so couldn't have met Godfrey and Rose Samuelson
of Houghton, Mich. Hearts of Gold and dispositlons to match,






Reminiscing (cont.).

Other events that rate with me are the two Gem Shows which our club
held, one in the Ski Museum, and the other in St. John's School, both
in Ishpeming. I am sure I shall rate the Gem Show which we are now
working on as on par with the other two show., It looks as tho we'll
have a lot of participption for this show, which should mdke it a Rig
success,

Our fleldtrips have always been en%gyable, whether 1t be to the
Champion mine or to the “u Country. 'he fellowship &f the club is at
its best during these trips, and I am looking forward te this years
trips as I have in the past. I hope we can get the club into the new
area for Iron Lace Agate, as this is something which really should be
shared with those who have kept this club together over the years with
work and faithful attendance,

All these deceased members have been missed and will be remembered:
Len Trebilcock, Charles Hawes, Gust Engman, Swante Merrila, Arthur
Breu, Do. G,0.Grain, Alex Heubner, Donald Hyry, Francis Calhoun,
Arthur Pnwell, and Gladys Haney.

During the clubs existance, we have had some terrific programs, --
talks by Mining Officials, slide programs by visitors from other clubsa
Silent Auction anngally, slide programs from the Midwest and Californit
Federations, programs by our own members, and of course the geod eld
work bees that wsaw us putting together mineral cards tn be sold at
tourist ianformation booths, Chambers of Commerce and do you remember
the work bee where we stained (two coats) the walls and ceilings of
the Ski Hall of Fame. I know the women will remember the work done on
the dramp s for the Ski Hall, Our mineral collection has been the
cause of work bees occassionally and we do have a collection of worth,
There are not many Rock clubs in America who have put together such a
formidable group of minerals as ours. A list of names of the donors
to this collection is a good cross section of avid and well known
people of this country,

The Dki Hall of Fame was an excellent place to meet, and I know
the membership feadls quite fortunate to have had the use of this
building all these years, We also fdel fortunate to be able to meet
in our new meeting place in the Negaunee High School., It is an
excellent place and lends itself to a very plsasing atmonsphere. The
abscence of some of our members of bygone years 1is the ohly thing
that tends to dampen the spirit of the group.

I have rambled to great lengths and I hope I haven't bored you
with this chatter, but I treasu.e the thoughts of our existance and
the friendships which-Marian, Dud, Scott and myself have made during
our exposure tn the Rock « Mlineral hobby. We are proud to be rock-
hounds and hope to continue as such for a long time. I'm golng to be
able to be more of a rockhound than ever as retirement shall afford
some more time for this hobby. In looking back, I can truly say that
the most enjoyable time seemed to be when we were working on one pro-
ject or another, one show ar another, or one #ieldtrip a®B all others,

It 1s gratifying to see the caliber of leadership we have ih our
club and may we say, KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK.

Bo™> Markert
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APPLICATION BLANK
THE ISHPEMING ROCK AND MINERAL CLURB, INC.

ADULT |
Entrance Fee -~ $1,50 Date
Annual Dues - 2,00 Amount received

Family Dues - Above, plus $1,00 for each additional member, not tn

exceed $5,00, |
[ . e
i| Committees of th
I, , herehy apply for Il I.R.&M.C.
membership in the Ishpeming Rock & Mineral Club,| (Please check)
I am interested in collecting and studying the
Earth Sciences, Dues are payable in January Programming
of each year, and I understand If I am delinquent
on April 1, I shall be required to submit a new = Publicity
application blank together with the inhtiation
fee before reinstatement is possible.

|
? Mineral Show

I agree to work on the varlous commlttees i Jaspilite
listed on this application bland that I have | Articles
checked off, g Typing

; Mime ograph

Other hobbies in which I am interested are: Fieldtrip guide

Lunch

|
|
|
|
|
My occupation is i Addressing
§

Construction N
Electrical 1
Carpentry g
Painting E

Signature of Applicant:

Addr _ 31s and Phone

Clean-up Detail

R I S IR LTI 1 . Meetings }
Junior Member Age: ; | Shows !
Entrance Fee - $1.50 ! : k
Annual Dues - 1,00 { ‘Education ‘
B - ] _ Others

Appreved by

Membership Committee

Date

e CoE TR MEMPAT R DRIV e

‘}j«_ Yoo Te ¥ Shve o T AN T MNTERSC ST YO ey sid ¢






