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1960 

Taine Kokko 

It's New Year's Eve, so peaceful and quiet, (except for the T.V. blatting away 
50 per) as I sit here reniniscing over this past year. It brings back fond memories 
of all the wonderful times we had with the best of ·friends, 

The year began with meetings held in preparation for the big coming event--the 
1960 Midwest Federation Convention to be held in Ishpeming. We made a trip with 
the Markerts to Iron Rive~ with Bob, Bernie, Nin, Carol and I trying so hard to iron 
out all the flaws in the planned field trips. Then the feast set before us by 
Colleen which she had prepared in the meantime. .Such a wonderful cook! · Afterwards 
the ride home .with some singing and a feeling of a day well spent. 

This was followed by more meetings, more plans, and moie work. The workbees 
putting up boxes ,and boxes and cards and cards 9f specimens, . making out and mailing 
out registration blanks, and j~st ~an't forgei the job of making out the convention 
brochure. The editor ended up running around the school in her barefeet (she could 
not stand having her shoes pn after the long hour she put in)•. 

Then we joined our dear rockbound friends on a field trip to the Ohio Mine. 
At first I had the hardest time learning what we were to look for, and then followed 
the hardest time finding it. Some of the members were very lucky. Me? Huh! I 
never come back from any field trip empty-handed. I carry arm loads of rocks into 
our Bug. Guess! love every other rock I see even if it isn't at all what the rest 
of them are looking for r ·, , · 

Then the Dawning of the Big Day. Rockhounds were arriving from all parts of 
our good ole U.S.A. plus a few from elsewhere even, The registrations were made and 
housings taken care of ••• came the North, South, East, and West-ward Ho! (guess what 
was blatting away on T.V. just now?) field trip caravans taking off, each with 
guides to lead them for 4 full days of rock hunting. Friday night we enjoyed a 
talk; Saturday night ended with a barbeque (how good the chicken tasted) followed 
by a Silent Auction (a humdinger it was) next the Blue Notes Drum & Bugle Corps, 
then to the Bonfire and the Songfest Program at Teal Lake. (Oh, and nor forgetting 
all the anxiety over Bob Markert's over-exhaustion, Wonder if anyone could guess 
under what a strain he was under, carrying such a tremendous load--months of plan• 
ning and worrying with very little rest and now none whatsoever. What a relief then 
to see him up again after a few hours of rest under sedation.) Keep wondering also 
how many had enjoyed the Old Timers' Social Hour hosted by the Tapola 1 s that after­
noon, 

The. next night w~s · the Boulder ~uster I s Banquet. (Just can I t forget all the 
lovely wild roses Ruth Kivela and I picked by the ra.ilroad tracks for the tables, •• 
Armloads of them.) The . talks given by Dr, Ben Hur Wilson and Professor Kiril Spir­
off. After · that came, the Smorgasborg and. Gem of the Bible and colored slides shown 
and narrated by Jay Farr. Every hour was. well spent. On the last day, there was 
the Silversmithing, an all-day Session and last, but not least, the Swap Sessions 
each evening and during the day too. How vividly it allpasses through my mind, 

Of course, I could never forget the "Treasure Cove" corner where I spent so 
much of $Y time selling rocks. There were so many nice pieces that I would have 
loved to buy myself, if it weren't for the Scotch in me (sure don't know where I 
got that as I'm supposed to be a pure Finn!) Well, anyway, a new supply was just 
being put into the Cove of Bornite (such beautiful colors) And I just couldn't re­
sist buying this one piece with all the colors of the rainbow in it and the nicest 



, , . f • ~. ;, ~, t '".' I • ' , . • ' 

cryst:ats of pyrite in the sizes of .,c.ube sugar ,on ,it. Go_lly t .t . was :r.eal~y something! 
I pai~ 3 buqks for it,, As ,I was going out to ,the Bug wi'th Jt~ 1 me~ a m~.n from 
Cincinnati, Ohio, · (Havi.ng. met ·.the day befo're, we haq agreed on doing some tra.ding.) 
There I was ~o proudly holding up this rainbow specimen for everyone to . see-. inc lud­
ing him.,,well, .he ended up not having eyes for any of my ·other rocks I ,had ·brought 
'for trading,· G~e Whizz! . What a fix I 'was in, He even offered me ~S for 1~. Here 
was a charice to make .a · $2 profit Just like that, but .I lov'ed , this rainbow with .the 
pot-o.:.gold ·on it 'and .to.lei him my heart and soul . wotild go with it were I to ·part 
with it. The·n he star·ts· showing me his collection he had brought along for trading. 

. ·, '. , . • , I , • 

. He was quite a smooth talker. He came out with a yarn about .. there being only one 
place in the wo·rl.d that you could get thi,s specimen and it ,was get-ting rarer right .· 
along, etc, Well, maybe it ·wasn't too hard to convince me that I was getting a good 
bargain in. re·turn--me being a greenhorn to begin with, So I parted . w'ith my treasure 
that· came from underground thinking that perhaps I' 11 come across anotherone like 
it someday. After all -we haven't .dug any where · near to China yet--and this , rock I 
got ' in return came from a cave .and caves do have an ending in· tl)em. So as I .sit · 
here in my living 'room and .look into our showcase and' see the rare. piec.e from t 'he , 
only one and only cave· iike . it in the world, and all the other · specimens he threw , 
in· in .the bargain, I wondei::· i.f this Ke{th from Cincinnati treasures his rainbow. 
c'olored bornite ·as much as. I · did,, , . . ' .. 

. ·1 

· All too s~on the Convention was over. ··Then there was a committ~e me.eting a·t · 
the Marker.~'.s _c~p.:; ca'r.ol .and .l rode through the ·woods . str.a~ght cup f~om our . 
place with the jeep, . It -was :nice .to see Bob and Nin' looking .refi;,eshed <;>nee again •. 
Bob · gave us ·: an accou~t of ·- his . trip ·to the · california Conven.tion which .he attended 
r igHt aft~{ our~ . ended • . He . pad · enjbyed it very much: It sounded• very interesting, ·' 

' 111 I • ' 

made mewish I could have been there, Nin served coffee, lunch, and ice cream ~f-
terwards. It was a very lovely evening spent with the nices.t of frie,nds, at a very 
beautiful place, And how lucky Car.ol and I were to make it ,back home O.K, as to my 
surprise the next morn~ng the j e.ep woulin I t start. After an ins-pect.iop as to the 
cause, I found the. acid had eaten the clamp from the battery cable. • Wow! if we 
had ~.nded up lioofing it ~me through all that 'bear co~nt,;y! ; ; : 

~. . ' . . . . ·.;:' 
·we made a visit to Jasper .Knob Joe's, Now there is a collec:U.on i;,f some 45 odd ' 

years plus then spm~ (~s he r _emarked that he has some of his Oad,'El··, w.hic;h ,he brought 
from acrou the ocean as a yoµng man). He has them everywhere outside, and oddles 
of them when you step inside his basement, But you get your biggest ~urprise '.after 
you ·really enter the rpom thats . fixed up just specia.l ,for th~m. -He h~s i flourescent 
lighting rigged up and it_ r .eally is . something to s·ee , He kriows ,.just what e:ac·h piec·e 
is :and_ where it's from. Tha.t evening ended up with coffee an4.Aunc}l ·,,serv~d. by Ellen . 
Caro1···ended up with a beautiful . little specimen she 'd b.een , \;l-yeing', · · 

' t ~ . , ' 

Irt ·s~ptember Hettie Haw~s ~as hostess tb our club m~e~ing, Oh to see once a­
gain the remarkable Hawes collection, ·It's like seeing Fait:yland. · And to top it 

.•. 

off delicious coffee and lunch was served afterwards, ·The .. h.ighlightes of· the even­
ing's discussions were .. a trip around Lake Superior along the Canadian border. Bill ·'· 
Locher, having just made the -trip, gave us some ideas on what; to expect • . ,Ken Des- 1 

Ma ires gave. us the. latest dope on skin diving, · showing us one · of his rewards--one .of · · 
the 'nicest agates I.'ve seen, Oh to be a skin diver? --but I can't ev~n swim, so . must 
be content wfth what can be found on dry land, '· 

~hie h reminds me of the trips we ,made to : the . Copper Country l~teT, The beau ti• :,.: 
ful balmy days with the smell of autumn in the· air > · Domini~a and I cooking coffee 
and roasting weiners on the beach (and me picking every colorful stone I set my eyes ·, 
on, having p-lans on finding use f>r them). Later' visiting frierids anl relative·s of 
Ed'a and Dominica's, • Seeing the beautiful polished agates and datolites, and being 
told sto~my weather is the best for agate hunting, The next time we went to the 



Copper Country with the Ce~l70n'~, Carol and I were soaking wet and oh so cold. 
Where were all these agate pickers? . the Lake ~as a choppy as ·couid be. The few 
Copper ·Countryites that were there disappeared, but fast! Pe~haps _ they've had 
their fill of agates ·or could it be they _were · at anotherbeach1 Then we made a 
trip with the Kivela 1s in October ·wrth the weather so beautiful and nature having 

.its last fling ifor the year with colors so vivid of ·red, yepqw, orange, and russet, 
The Lake so ·: blue. This . time we took ·time off just to look '. the point over. We even 
dr.ove to the top of Brockway Drive. Then; Jarl, Ruthie, Glenn, Anne, Carol and I 
spending a night in a cabin and getting up early the next morning (ask Ruthie about 
the surprise which Carol pulled on her before leaving) to find the agates at sunrise. 
And I really did find a few little ones. Later we dropped in at .one .of our club 
members at Hanc-ock·. We found him busy cutting kinadolomite. Seeing his beautiful 
collection of polished material. Then having coffee and lunch served by his wife 

. before· we left, which tasted so .sood although we had been lunching all day iong • 

. In November we had a Smorgasborg at the Ski Museum, followed by a SUent Auc­
tion. This time Carol and * really went overboard in the. bidding, Clem had , donated 
a big celestite crystal specimen from Ohio, and as we had just fixed up a showcase 
in our living room a few weeks prior to this, well I just could not bear to see it 
anywheres else but in our showcase. Carol was ·interested in numerous other pieces. 
I guess there were quite a few of us interested in this bidding. Everyone was run­
ning around like mad, the tall ones like Bob Markert, Clyde Steele, and the Murrays 
haying to duck every few feet in order to avoid being strangled by the crepe paper 
trimmings which ·were put up by two short people, Jarl and Carol, who forgot about 
the tall .ones. It's a good thing the time ran out on this bidding as Carol and I 
ended -up .. being "stone broke" moneywise, but we ended up going home with our trea· 
~ures except for the one which Ron Murray managed tosneak off with just as the bell 
rang. 

In December, there was a work project on the show cases at the Ski Museum. 
Carol spent part of the afternoon trying to help, and ending up getting Elmer a wee 
bit mad :with her remarks. I had volunteered ·to help, but I was sorry to miss _out 
on this one due to the flu bug. At least ·r caught up with it in time to shake it 
off for the following day when we had our Christmas Party. We went early, in time 
·to help trim the tree with Bob, Nin, ·and Sco'ttie. How lovely the. cases looked af­
~er the work that had been done to it the day before. After a brief meeting, the 
presents each one had brought were exchanged, I got a . lovely key chain with a po­
lished stone on it made by Clyde Steele. Carol got a very beautiful polished agate 
brooch made by Bud Bamford. And I was lucky enough to win a door prize. It was a . 
pan: fo·r · screening agates furnished by Champ Lemin, Can't wait for summer to try . it 
_out. , Afterwards Christmas Carols were sung l ead by Ed Carlyon and with Clyde Steele 
accompanying on the piano, Keith had his new electric guitar along and gave us a 
few numbers, To my surprise, Chester Bignall popped up with a few harmonica solos .• 
I didn't know we had so much -talent in our group. Dominica was in charge of the 
coffee and delicious lunch. A wonderful time was had by all. 

Today Carol and r · spent our time ·binding all the other club's bulletins. Carol 
punched holes and I sdrted them and :·attached the fasteners to them, The thicke.r qnes 
I took to. punching with the hammer· and a · 5 inch spike. It worked, Now they wtil 
be available to all club members to take home and browse through, They have very 
interesting articles in them that I'm sure you'll enjoy. 

Yipes ·?. It's ,tlme .to hit the sack. : So· _Happy New Year you all .and the Be.st o 
Luck in Rock: Hunting for ·the '61 just _in;: · · 

Use a glass cutter on £!gate. · It saves both tim.e a:r1d a trim saw. 

> 



. A4gus~ 22, 1960 
· Most of ·you no doubt leatned of the _untimely 'passing "of° <;>ur fellow rockbound ·. 

and editor of the Midwest Federation's "Letter-A-Month", Gus Brown. When it is 
possible Dency will continue this work that Gus s 'tarted and so loved to d·o. Mean-·· 
time, I have been psked · by your Midwest Fede'ration President, Floyd Mortenson:,' .t:o . 
carry .on .the _Job of getting the "Letter-4-Month" to _you. · ·. · . . . · · 
· Thfs September · issue · is coming to you later than usual, but we shall · again get 
bac~ on sch~6ule a~d' ~ave th~~ ciail~d ;o you earlier · in the mortth in the future,' 

If ~rly·· of you "tiav'e a:riy ideas or suggestions for · subject matter for future 
"Letters",' i ·w6uld c·ertalrily appreciate your letting tue kflOW. . , 

. SinCere_ly,~. 1 ,; 

1• •• 

aydon ·Peterson · · 
Acting Editor 11J,.etter-A-Month11

, Route 5 - Box 229, DesMoines, Iowa. 
~---~~2-~~~~-~-----~~-~-~----~~--~-:-----------~--~~-~----~--~--~~-------~----~-----
Subjectl ··:!CO~SERVATidN • .. . . · -··, ,' Sept'ember, . '1960 .. 

· Most"·of us a~ vacationists have enjoy·ed the opportunity to roam the great oµt­
of-doori· aurin~ ' this p(:lSt .sumnier ·.· qamp gr~und facilitie.s, forest~ ~eaches, fishitjg .. 
dt:es~' -wild .flo,vers; birqs; artJma'1s, interestins mineralogical and geologic.al fen- · 
tures 'weire the·re '., to the ~xtent : that the variqus local, stnte· and national . age'tjc:l.es' 
were able to provide a~d maintain them .' . · ·· · · . . · · · 

Unfortu_rtately, the l)umber ·of _people wanting to get out in the great out-·o~­
doors is <growing by leaps and bounds '(and· thQ.t 'includes us earth-science enthusiasts) 
while 'the· ·1and needed is relentlessly being gobb i'ed tip by private inter.es ts. ti6 · 'cine 
realizes this situation more· keenly tha; our "Cortservation" people. ' Each state · has · 
an agency or departrlent which is struggling with th_e problems oj: conserving our ' · 

' • ' I • . ' • ~ • • natural resources. : · ·· · · · · · ·. · 
I ·.. ' I t · • · • ' • • 

Considerin'g our interest in the mineralogical and geologic.al · features of the · 
great out~of-doors, I am of the opinion that we owe a vote of· tha~ks to thes~ eon- · 
serva'ti,on . age'n'cies ·for ·· the e'ffort they a're ciziking' i:n their s_truggle to conset've _our 
very 'important and essential natural resour'ces for ' ~he beiiefit of ;the' greate~.t num­
ber of people and prevent ''wasteful exploitation which gives no $erious thought for ·' 
the future / 'Many of our societies have enjoyed· the willing cooperation of the's.e 

~ • · i , • · • ' ' , r ,., 

Conservat'ion Departoents in the furnishing of speakers and films. for pro8r.ams and ih 
making 'available ·at reasonable cost such aids as printed matter and map·s. i lie sure 
that we all appreciate the.ir help and we should let them know it. ·. · 

While mineral collecti~g is prohibited in National Parks, such rules are justi­
fied in order that their natural status be preserved. The geological features are 
usually outstanding enough to o.verwhclra us with their beauty and allow us to inter­
pret and -appreciate the story· of their ·past. There are many other places where col­
lecting is permitted· and even at those places we should be mindful of our obligation 
to be consicletate 'and tho·ughtful of' the "other · fellow" aqd_ leave soce niaterial for 
~it:l to cql.lect. , , · · 

.. I am s~~,e tha:t ·most r .ock , i;:oll~c~ors . are 'considerh.te ri_rid x:~ally apprec"i,?te the ... , 
true ,meanin$ of the' woi-d "CONSERVAT.ION"~ · ~emons_tra_te , that · yo·u' be,l~~gtn this group . 
by being consi.~erate for ·_,those tha't follow anp by letting · yout ·11con·servation" .people 
know that ·you ate . bah ind them~ ' . ' . . . ' 

Sincerely, 

.. ~~--;,;;:;o--·-~. 
·: ' · -. Floyd N. Mo'ttenso11. 

Prestdent Midwest Federnt'ton of Mineralogica't and Geological· S()cieties, 69 W~st ·ind 
Avenue, Poot~ac 18, Michigan. 

i•·l •.. ' 

... ·, , . ·; . ··. ! l •. i ,•. ,1 •• • • .. t.. 
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Subject: Collection Displaying October 1960 
A short time ago I was doin8 some reading and ran across the following: "Does 

Lapidary work include· such activities as making cabochons, spheres, slabs and facet­
ed specimensF Of course it does, we are all agreed on that. But there 1s one 
other activity associated with this work that seems to be regarded as a sort of 
stepchild or worse, lapidarily speaking, That is the provision and nrrang~ng of 
sui_table displays, both momentarily at ·shows and continuously at home." 

Continuing I iead, '~y feeling is ~hat proper use of good display facilities is 
as important to the . lapidist and as productive of pleasure and satisfaction as is 
the production of fine workmanship on good material. •• for what purpose is served . by 
such workmanship and material if the end product is hidden or even partly obscured 
because of inadequte or indifferent display. 11 ' 

These, the words of Mr. W. H. deNeui, seems to bear out the thoughts of many 
rockhounds, both those with lapidary work to display and those with fine mineral 
specimens. It seems that we do a lot of work cutting and polishing our material •.• 
select many fine specimens from all over the world and then we fail to provide dis­
play cases for them. 

Some who do have cases for their matorials tend to "overload" them with the net 
result that nothing stands out, causing the case to look like jumbled confusion, 

Display cases well arranged and labeled and lighted .are a joy to see indeed. 
Such ·cases ·are found in some private displays but usually are found in museums· and 
is probably the reason we like to spend considerable time . looking o~er the material. 
If we should find the displays "overloaded", poorly lighted, and unlabeled .we would 
without a doubt take a hurried look and leave. 

· · How many times have you visited a friend I s home and took a look at his collec­
tion and had to ask, "What's this?" ••• "Where did this come from?" ••• and have to 
strain your eyes because of poor lighting? How many times have you found specimens 
crowded into make-shift cases or on open shelves collecting d~st? Many times I cUn 
sure! . 

I am wondering how many of the members of the Midwest Federation member clubs 
would be interested ln having our Fede1.ation take the lead in promoting and encoura­
ging attractive c:lisplays of our rocks and· minerals. The . Federation could provide 
information and ideas on display, arrnngement, lighting, how ._to classify mater .ia1, 
construction of cases, etc. The Federation could be. a clearing house for all such 
information and ideas and have · it passed on to the member clubs. 

If you have individual members who would like such information, 
President, who can in turn advise our Midwest Fe.deration officers of 
If enough interest is shown perhaps such a progrrun can. be worked out 
future. 

so advise your 
your interest, 
in the near 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Subject: ROCl<RAMAS ARE SUCCESSFUL ' November, 1960 

The two Rockramas scheduled for 1960 have now taken their place in Midwest Fed­
eration history. They were both ve:r:y good ·shqws and th(i! Midwest Federation wishes 
to thank the· Michigan Gem and Mineral Society of Jackson, Mi~higan, and the Central 
Illinois Rockhounds of Decatur, Illinois, for hosting the two Rockramas held this 
year. 

Which society or clup will hold the next Rockrama and where will it be held? 
We do not have the answers to thes~ ·questions at this time as we are waiting to be 
contacted by clubs wishing to hold Rockramas in 1961. Consider the possibility of 
holding ona of · these shows at your next meeting and contact the Rockrama Division 
if you have an inte·rest. · We are ready to work with you and furnish y9u with infor-
~tion. . .. . 

Those of you who exhibited or visited at either the Jackson· or Decatur shows 
know that these were successful shows and that a great number of clubs and individur 
als benefited from them. The exhibits, programs, demonstrations were all supberb, 



and the dealers gave us a choice of exceptional materials. 
These shows will help to promote our hobby, your club, and the Midwest Federa­

tion. They will be continued, remember in 1961 there could be a Rockrama in three 
o£i_ p~r .regi~n~- t 1~~.,E~~t~Jn Jt~S~'?n ~~ ;.not aJJsibJQ u pur .-- annua,bM!<:twest . Feder-a.- , 
tion show and convention will be held in Saginaw, ~ichig,in.., on.-June, :29, and 30,, and · 
July .land,,2 .. .. , .. ·, ., .. '., .,·, ....... :., , '-:·.:J ··.!•• .,o·, ··,.· ... -~. 

,.:u.i. :,· Ma~ic .. ;y9ifr -~-rl~n4~~ .11~w ;o ~ti;~pd ,,~g ,.ei1'ib!t rQt , SQginaw in ~.1961. - c-, 
Contact the Rockrama Division if ,wia,_i_ qan .: ~~ of..: any he~p, , .. , 
Rave fun in your hobby, . :·, .. ' , ·_.:,. ·(J ·. · ·, ,'':: .' ., 

# ! ., . -~ 

. 
, 1 1 I 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Subject: EAR,'l'H SCIENCE MAGAZINE Special Bulletin 

,I .have iust received some good news from Mr. William H, Allaway, Associate 
Editor and ~\19~~r~ptJon· _Ma~ager· · of. the EARTH SCIENCE. Bill informed me that the 
Decetl}ber I i .&i~'r~ p~ ti\~ -;E~Tti SCIENCE will have eight ( 8) more pages added because 

. thei have s:ome vet.J _goqd atticl~s .:which .. they feel s,iJnp.ly mu.st be . published • . This . 
is, ~W1~ed,,ive,;,.y good news to those of us who are nq_w ~ub~.c1;~b:t\'lg. The .way .that .. 
the ~AR~ ,:S~IE!IC~ ,!:{asa~Jqe ~\ :.~pro;v,iqg w1t'1· ea.~h -issu,e .,~e ·ai;e get_ting more and more 
f~r _.?°ur mone~. r. We ,tt,i,ink th~t. we sh~uld tal~ , i;_up •am?~& -.t~e ~mbership. -so that; · na 
per~:on .. ~111 , b_e;~ laft put .,9£ ~aving . _th,is, ! exc~:lle_nt ma13azi~e "?del,~ve~.~d. tq: __ his . or her , 
home £.or theh:. ,enjoyment •. ·. , . . . .. . , ... _ - ... , 4 , ,, .- ;. , • . , 

.. This "effort to publisb ·a "bigger and b"11-~rr','. EARTH ~:tENCE ~aga,zj,n~ is -a :·very 
commen4l,lible, ,q_n~. -and _is : vor t.h}' pf .ouri ~~ppor.t' ., ~hrQµghout:. the :en.ti,re Mid:w,est Feder o.;. 
tion. •I. _1' I r ~ . "; :, ;•,, }_ 'r \'' .. , . . ,,J•-' ."' loo • : 'f' • 11"

0

!,
0 

• J 

If eacn Society would make a positive effort to send in at least · f~ve · (S) new 
sub'?.cri:pt,ions,. "I ·,am s~re- tha,~ -Bil:1 -. AlJaw,ay .and Edit.Pr Ben '£Hur lWils'ot:\ would find the 
going a littie ·smoother financially to overcome the increased cost of adding· ,these 
8 pag~;&, to . th.is.- ver~?P..~og~es,s.~ve m,agazine •' '.t 't_h~y ar~ 90.n·ti-nu.aUy . trying .. to improve 
the . EAR'nl, 1SC,IEN~B. ij_agazi~e- :aqd ~k-e -it more , i;n.te,r-es.~ing and informative. ·. Since they 
are -always boostirie our Midwest Federation activit:;i_es-,, - ho'W,.,4bqut ·.us giving . them· a .. 
Ai;ttle ~o.s.t -now 1?,y ge,tt:l.og .tl:i.em -~some. new ·sub.scriber~-. I ·:wou.-ld .also like -to suggest 
that a,ll s~ctet·i~~' s~riQ~:;Jy .~P.n~id~r the ina~te:r 1_01;, p·la~~ng ,dd.nated suJ:>scr:l:pt.ions 
for ~e,ir l .o.cat: scl:i~~l; agd pu~.lic -~.ibrariea .. . " ·· }. · 1 t : .· -.!·. ,_.. , ~1

• 

. . .-----;:::__~ __ :,....... 1-;,, ,·Sincex-ely ,' · ·, . ,._ . · · . u : " 

• ·: ~. •1• .-t, ·:· ' ( _ -~ ~{:,zf;~-;v;:;,f::5.~~-o-;··-~----.. ,_~ 
--~: ·,, t • •.•. ' j 1, .. ~ '.' ,, :' J'..,.,~', Q::._ .: ,'~ Is ,,,:.J~,1- • ,:·.~-~ ' 

Floyd N. Mortenson : J 
President, Mid~~~; 1Fede:r~.t~o.n of t1indoralogical,.~~4- (*,lo-lqgiR&l, Soci~t-i.es ,. ' : · 
- - - - -- - - - - -,-- - .-i--• - .... ---.-~- - . .... - - ~ -.- .• - -- --- .-:-,- ...... - - ... - ---~ ... --·-rr-.r----. .. -.• .,., ---- -.---.-.-- ·-- --

., ., • \,'I ' .) ' , , ·• · • ' t· ,1,,, 1 ,j~: • • t, •• ,t • :,. ' •., • ' J -. ,', ,f• • • • . ~., • 

Subject: Your club and the Local Science Fair,ir,,'. _.,-:,•, '.:'': L .•... Dec-ember:, , 1960 
Man;\ o~ our. club~ 1 .~n . tll,o Mid~est ,a?,~r~io1:1, are loc~t;.;ed, ,i;n c_ommunittes where, 

in the spring of the ' year, Science Fai.~fi ar~ 1,held to.,_di~p_lay stujlent _science. ,p,ro- . ·• 
jects prepared. in the sch9pJs. · Many of these Science Fairs grant prizes each year 
donated by l'ocaf and · s·pect'alized interest groups, such as engineering groups, me di .. 
cal groups, etc. The prizes awarded are usually exceptional participation related 
to the donor I s interest. , · · 

In our comnunity J1ere, . :several years ago the Flint Rock and Gem Club began the 
cus~o,m <;>I· -9f~~r ~98 . tV:5>. _rey~!ds_,_ ~n the, fi~ld,s pf;. ~ -olo$Y.·, , min~rplpgy , .. pa leontol.ogy, 
or related earth sciences, Espe~ially,, .. we pJanne~t to 9ffer the., pr,i~s in ,the senior 
division of the fair, but if ' no projects· were considered, consequently the junior 
exhibits were evaluated and the awards given there. Three members of the club sarv­
ed as judges in the determination of the winners of thearards. First prize consists 
of a $25,00 savings bond, and second prize was a mineralogy book and hammer, At a 



'j 

subsequent date~ •the winners· of the club awards brought · their e;xhibits to the club 
so that all members could see it. c 

It is apparent that. the possibility of this award being given each· year has 
stimulated more ' exhibit's in .the ·field iof earth' science. Therefore, your club, which 
doesn't already do so, might do the following: ·. · ,_ 

1. Determine ~he status of the local fair, 
2. Determine the ability of the club to provide and the need for the addition­

.al awards in the intetests of the organization, 
3, Start early so tha~ ~he local science fair administration can plan for the 

speclal award program. 
4. Provide adequate ludges to evaluate exhibits. 

,. ' -~, · · Since\iy ," . :1 , . .. fl 

. -- - ~~1i!~,j~ 
·, ·; • · • • 

1Director of 'Mineralogy. 

---------~~------~------~~---~--------------~-~-----·-----------~~-----------J---~~-
Subject: CALEN'DAR OF ·EVENTS, 1:961 .Ja·~unry, 1_961 

· As Field . Trip Coordinator fdr 'the Midwest Federation for 1961,' I run· hereby 
starting something new· in the Midwe·st and in order to fill u'p · a !complete 6alendar , ' · 
I mus·t have ·the sincere attention of ' each club 'p'resident that reads this message; 
It is our goal to make the Midwest the most active Federation o·f America a'nd 'publi-
cize . this fact so all may know , about !•, . ·. :: 

The attached -fcirtn is hei:ng sent ·to you ,in' hopes that you will do ·something a­
bout it. In its present form, it is blank ••• but .• ,h~w long it wi'll stay blank · 
depends on YOU; ·. · . · : · - ' ·1 , ; ·, . • 

. Would you like •Visi'ting rockhounds to Join your -club on one . of -your week.:.'en'd 
field trips? . · · • - r. • 

Would ·you like td participate in a field trip be'ing conducted· by some other : 
are.a rock and mineral club? Just imagine pl:annin'g that next Voca-tion -"'io that' .. it · 
would include ·a guided field trip-! ,·.· ,. · · 

.I know that your- answer is "yes" to both ques-tions', so help the Midwest1 in this 
good fellow6hip campaign by ·sub.scribing· to at least orte week-end in· 1961. Please ' 
list three choices in order of preference so 1 niay have some leeway in ·assigning · .. _. 
your club a certai~week~end alot. 
RULES OF THE ROAD 

Participating. rockhounds Must send a written note to person designated on Cal­
endar to receive such notices,~ting that he plans en attending a certain field 
trip. , · ' , 

Partioipatirig rockhounds must arrange 'for 'own lodgir1g·s and fo'od. 
Participating rockhounds must be willing to -sign any and all liability· waivers·. 

You will participate at YOUR OWN RISK. . . , ·, · : ,· 
Be a Good Sport •• 4 .Leave s·ome' for t:he next :guy. Wear safety- goggles at ali 

times ••• the eye that '-you save· may b_e· your own. ··'· ) ' 

:; .,. Fi~Jd,:irng~~ ~~;rs'.• 
~ ... --

,J cit5 Mariett · . 
107 -w. Ridge Street, · Ishpeming,' ·Michigan, P. s. r:Please list your: Gem'· and' Miriera·1 ',. 
Shows as · we 11 as we wii 1 place them on · The Calendar. B. M·. · · , 



. '' 

This is a letter received by our Liaison Officer in which members of our Club 
may be interested: 

~ . . . ' . 

• /'.''' f 
, -· .··· ,.-) /4") . ; ,,. . - ( ' )/' ( -' 

. ' \ 7' I ; - t. ',o ' . . J ( -<- . • ... ( ,, ' __ ·~ . ~-- ,' ( 'I -.:> \ ( ~ o. r,. GL --::) ,':, t I ,:, - . ~ -

., 

Mr. R. K. Richards 
205' E; C,ase·;St.reet 

. · Negaunee, Michigan : 

.· ·· Dl3ar- Sir: 

· November 7, 1960 1 
· ., 

' . . , ' 

, ' As you .may or may. not know, the publication ROCKs:. flNJ>•MINERAt;S· :i: 
· OF MICHlGAN,- written by Helen H •. Martin; .is now -out-0.of print again. J .: 

1 1 ' .... ' • • _., I ', ,' J 

· · , .. In a conversation with Mr. Robert iK-elly of '.the. Geo·logii:a'l: Sur- • . · .. ·, ·, 
.vey; : he ' teHs me that ·they · are · stHl in doubt as to whether tliey : , ·· t. ·•· 

. can publhh it again. or not·. I -would·, therefore., su.ggest ' that if .\ .\_.,.,,,J'•· 
·you are interested in this publlcation, which has been used so. 
widely byh interested people in the 'State,. enciourage its be.ing. re- · 
printe.'d · and :tihat you encourage it by' writing· to Mr., Willim1P Daoust,, .. · : 
Head of the Geological Survey, Michigan Department of Conservation,,.·. ,,_ .. 
Mason Building, Lansing, Michigan. 

,) 

, It ,is only through active interest in this' p.ublic.at;Lon, ·that 1 . , 

, wa::wUl · be able to get it reprinted and I think that you -:would .· find . ·· ·.: .. : · .. · 
' it., worthwhile ·to write to·. the- state . geologist. ··' 

.,1 . . ' ~ 

· Sincerely·, · · 

,,,,,,-,,;---.··, , .... 
' j ~· ' A:.4 --:7" 

. [ . .. °';', _...,,..- r .~,/ ,. / I ... ... >~.]~,~:· :·,.- l 

· - Benjamin Moulton · 
Liaison Officer 

. ' 

--~~~-------~~~----~----~---~-~-~--~--~--~-~----------------~--~-----~-------~---~-
AN UR.GENT AP'PE:AL for 35 mm. color slides to cover the· 20th. Annual Midwest Field• .: 
trip couv·ebtion ·pic;tor'ial report. ,. .t 

: 1 ·we ·need· slides · of the:,, 1. : Silent ,Auction 
.. . 2. · Unde.r.gro·und field trips. ·' ·_! . ,. 

I~~ • '...i • ' 

1 or · 2 -slides from 
each .person would 

.. :·help a ·great deal, •. 

1• 3. ·Banquets , (we ·have -enough of the smorgasbord) , ... , 
· 4. · Bus .tr ip!I 

5 , First Aid ·st.ation ·· " 
·• i 6. Visitation<. of collectors at · home~r 

· 7, . Regis.tration 
· ·8. · Song .fest. · · • ... i. · 

,-
, . 

. 1 • •• 

Contrib~tors 19"0· far . are· Dt, John Uchiyanta, Des :Moines . Lap.idar:y Society;, ·presiderit•. ' . '. . 
,Floyd Mortens'bn, ,M.W.F •. ; President Jar-1 Kivela, Ishpei:n.ing Rock & Mineral club; Mt. i 
Owen Forsythe, Fort Wayne,· Indiana; ,President Bert '. Heiser, , Fireland·s Geological 
Club, Norwalk; Robert , Markert; Oharles Belanger. . · '·PLEASE' HELP US! 

--------------------------------·--------------------·-----------------------------,. ; . .· .: .. : .. , · . · * EARTH. SCIENCE ~.' Bo:ic 1357, 
THE . EARTH SCIENCE , ..... Rockhounds.1- Na.tional Magazin·e. *' Q!!icago 90', Illinois~ ; 
Published 6 times. a year - Feb,, April, June, :Aug • ., * , ··. one year - $2.$0,, ,·· .. ' 

Oct.• and Dec. · * -:- tht'ee · year's , . · $6.·oo~ 
Each iaaae .. fillea witb articles ·. and illustrations o.f • ·Name . · ' :r 1 

. , ·;, J 
unu.sual. ,interea.t. · Use 1 the order blank opposite ·-·f••*·· St·. or Box · '.l. 

SUBSCRIBE NOW! * City & State 



. . ' 

WESTERN TRIP 

Don and Lewis Larsen 

(Editor's Note: I've had this article for .quite a while--so I don't know if this 
was in 1959 or 1960.) 

On June 19 our family started out on our trip out west, which iucluded the 
following states South Dakota, Wyoming, Idaho, Oregon, Cali~ornia, Nevada, and Utah. 

The first stop of mineralogical importance was Waste, South Dakota, which, ac­
cording to the Midwest Gem Trails, was supposed to have Golden Barite xls, the ac­
tual localfty ·of ·which is· not -in the town of Wasta; it is on a farm on Elk Creek 
several mil£is out of town. and, furthermore, it is awful hard to give exact direc­
tions to the place. But, when coming into Wasta on Highway 16, you 1 11· see ·a store 
displaying a si_gn reading tttourist Information", ask here for specific directions. 
The geology of tbs locality is as follows: the concretio~s (in which the barite 
occurs) are · imbedded in cliffs above the creek, and through the action of the ele­
ments the concretions are ·freed. The best place to Look is in dry. washes where new 
material is uncovered, and don 1 t forget that there are s0n1e very nice lemon-yellow 
calcite als occuring·with-the barite. -Fossils . are also found in great profusion, 
also watch out for rattlers. , 

Ne7t stop was Custer, South Dakota, in which he had to bed down for the night 
the next day. · Thai: night while in Custer we happened to see '.'The Rock House", so 
being roc:khounds, we· decided to stop in and we did. We secured the directions to 
the Fairburn Agate Beds, but they're too complicated to repeat · also. so we suggest 
making a stop in the "Rock House". Well, we woke up bright and early the next 
morning rarin I to go, We got to the town of Fairburn (which was really nothing more 
than a bunch of houses) and made it ·to the locality, but we hunted and hunted but 
alas, not a Fairburn was found, although we did find some nice prarie agates and 
jasper, but there was a consolation that night. Just out of Custer, we stopped at 
an old mine and managed · to ggt a few specimens, so all was not lost, 

After a few days we reached Weiser, Idaho, and in a publication we had there 
was supposed to be black agate here, We contacted the prest,dent of the local rock 
club and asked him about the location. We had lived there for quite a whiie and 
had ·never heard' of the place! Well, after a while we got the directiOQS to a loca­
tion of Sagenite Agate. We saw the president's collection, Wow! Sagenite like 
you've never seen before, We just had to find some! At least we thought we would. 
The location is as follows: - Ask one of the local residents how you get up the 
Beacon. by· a road, arid after you reach that point, after passing through a couple 
of gates, you can see the diggings from there. But look out! There are scorpions 
here? The sagenite is found in nodules (which have to be broken out .of a basalt) 
and remember don't break the nodules. In some case~ ·the sagenite is found i'n a thin 
outer layer so tumble the nodules. Then if there are no results, cut them. Now to 
get _to our experience in. We were going down this hill when wham! We started to 
hit roc~s tha·t we tnissed on the way up. Then the mot.Jr started acting funny, a 
·sor_t of clunking noise started up. THEN we had ~o go through a gate (get out, open 
and close it) with some ugly looking cows all a~ound. _ Scared stiff, but intact, we 
made it down to Weiser, although the car was the wor.st. to suffer. 

After a brief stay at some relatives home, we decided to take a side trip 
(this took place ·1-0 Orego_n) to the Priday Agate B.eds • . _What a plac~! It is almost 
unbeli:evabie, such a · large place. The rates for d,igg_ing agate are $3,00 for . _the 
first ··30 pounds, after that it is 15¢ per lb. There .are 5 different kinds · of agate; 
(these are. called Thunder :Eggs). You can dig Red Plume Ag,a;e cl!Ilong .t;bem_ • . __ The ge­
ology .is as follows: there is ·an extremely hord layer of .rock abo'ut '6 to 's · feet 

' . . .. . 



thick; just below this is a layer (fairly soft) where the agate is found, .but be~ 
cause of the nature of this deposit the overhang is extremely dangerous. so watch 
out~ On ·the way· back thst night . we stopped . in :a·t Terrabonne, Oregon, where so­
called · ~'Terrabonne", diamonds .could be fo.und ih -' the volcanie ,cinder. These diamonds 
are. actua.lly· a form of Hyalite. Opal a-nd· have a brilliant green floure.senee. 

•! • : ; .. 1 .. •1·· . 

Later in the trip after.- having :left .· Oregon, and passed California and Nevada; 
we, started , across ·the . Salt flats of.· Utah. , We stopped at a·' little salty pond where 
we got some nice Halite xls, and thetr continueci' on .• · Aad · this . so ends the 'itiner-

· ary of .our trip. . , 

One thing, bring along a ' lot of cur local .tradin'g ·materiaL A lot of . our 
western friends ·are. eager to trade. ·. second·, watch out· for ·snake-s and scorpions. 
Third, when on sidetrips bring along a couple gallons of water; you'll need every 
precious drop. . · 

__ ;,. .. .. -·--.--...... ,. .. -~-- -- ---·-·-.:.. _,_ ______ __, ___ -- __ ;. ,._ --.-- -~·------.. -.. ··---'•• ___ _,_,.. ___ . ______ _ 

AND SO •••• ON 

I don't see them ••• ! did not <take the . wrong turn'. ·There they are ••• Holy 
Smoke~ .. How aca' I supposed to park there?. · •• There's no ·room ... Park in the shade ••• 
What ·shade? ... Where ·is it?. ·.,Up. there?~ •• You cean ·w·ay up there? ••.• HOLY SMOKES ••• 
I'll never make it,,,Puff;.~Puff.,.Puff ••• Isn•t that prettj? ••• What is ' it? · Poison 
Oak, .Oh! . Heh, heh •• ,Just a . little further •• ,Gee! · The road loakes far away, · •• Well! 
~ •• Where~s the rock?~i.Oh! I 1m ·stand1ng on it •• ,Goodness ••• It ill looks : alike~ •• 
This is ' kinda pr.etty.,:..(Phutuie),,.Gritty; too·.,.Hot isn't it? ••• Not as .hot as last 
month· •• ·.oid you go, on that ' one? ••• Get anything1ii,What? ••• sunstroke.',;Oh. · •• ALgot a 
big one ... He faceted it .. ,Beautiful.,.That your •rock?, •• The one by your foot,,.Looks 
pretty good,.,This what we're looking for? ••• Oh, •• OOPS •• ,Look out below ••• Sorry, •• 
Jim coming today? •• ,Why not?.~ .Gatage floor caved in •• .• oh, too many rocks, .,~Boy, 
I 1m dry,. , Where's my water,?,, ~ • Oh ••• At the bottom of the· -hil 1., . I must have rocks· in 
the head to do this.~.Never mind the wisecracks.;.Ow ••• ow ••• Sat on one· what, •• How•s 
that. for color? ••• Oh! Just· stain, huh? •.•• Hey, Jack.; .How you doing for s·pi't ••• · 
Spit on this one for me •• I 1c all out .. ~Hey, · loo\t. -at · this· ... Looks kinda 'like fea ·· 
thers, doesn•t it? .•.• This. ought t6 make a good one ••• It has? •• ,I don't see any bugs 
on it,, ,Oh! Vugs.,.Time to go •• ,I haven't found much.,.(heh, heh), •• Can•t lift my 
sack •• ,Guess · I'll drag it .. down. ·.,Maybe l better.: carry it?.,.~Guess I'll drag .it 
down.,,Who 1 s putting rocka in my sack7 ••• It's getting heavier ••• Made it ••• Boy, what 
a climb,..Where 1 s my hammer??? ••• oh, no ••• oh, ' No •• ,OH,NO! 

by Schleif 

If· your feet smell and your nose runs, you are built upside -down .• 

From, the Template, October, 1959, 

-~------~~-----~-~----~-~~--------~---~---~---~~-------,-------~-~~-----·--~-------
- ' : .. ' 

. Wh_en doppi:ng your stones, place soma of yoµr ·ordinary mounting glue on your, 
stone to be. gt-ouud; ·over ;this place .a piece of paper; . then another . layer of glue ··· 
and then your dop ·stick • . . Al.low .this to -dry .. and your stone will not · fly . off while 
grinding. To remove the stone, simply place it on the table and give it a light 
tap . and ... it will come ,loose ... with ~he paper • 

. Glue 2 ~tones ~ogether with .pap.er between and. shape · two in ' one grinding ·£or 
identical shaped st·ones ,suc.h :as for earrings, cuff links, etc. 

I ,, j ' 



Dear Friends: 

I must tell you of a ·trip I had two weeks ago. I coaxed my pal, who has a 
-car, to go with me to tlle Chacpion M~ne for a gander around that old rock pile. So 
·up .we go, found very little, · just some pyrite, quartz, and one nice ·piece of sider­
ite.·, We were about to call it quits when an old man who was picking black berries 
came along. He looked at the few pieces we had and said why don't you pick some 
nice ones. Where are they says we. · Well he said pointing· southwest, go thataway 
one-half-mile and you'll find an old . pit worked over many years ago. He said he 
had known the guys who worked it. There was an old road there nearly grown in with 
brush and jack pine, but the ruts were plain enough to follow, presumably made by 
the mule teams as they hauled supplies .in and took the ore .out. He said he had 

· seen .many beautiful specitlens from th~re--crystals, grape ore and needle ore. Wow! 

Well, the day was still long, so we went in th~re along the old mule trail, " 
and, sure enough, we found the place easy enough. By a new fence around the open­
ing we found the mine. It was more like a big well though about 8 feet square at 
the top and timbered with cribbing about 6 feet down to the ledge. We dropped some 
rocks down and figured it was about 25 feet deep. 

There was nothing we could do then, so we decided to go home and make plans to 
explore. the place; It took us three days to get. together a roller 3 inches in di-

. ameter 4 feet long-. We drilled a 1 inch hole 12. inches deep in the center of each 
.. end, ·we got some 1 ' inch round iron at the scrap durap and put a straight piece 2 

feet long in one end and a piece in the other end bent · like a big car crank, We got 
, .. 50 feet of 3/4 inch rope arid there we had our winch. We bound the ends of the rol­

_ler with haywire to · re-inforce it for safety. We got ·ia ,3/8 inch hole driPed thru 
· the inside ends of the iron and then drove an 8 inch ·spik~ through the roller and 
· through · the hole in the iron ·to act as a safetr -key, 

.On ··the third day ·we set out carrying some,: spikes, a .saw, a sharp hunting axe, 
h.atilIIle.r , ··.etc. · We · carried ·out alt° the stuff_ f_r_o~ the Champion Mine. We"7i ! What a 
load! · -We cut 2 maple trees with a good stout crotch about 8 feet long ll!nd sunk 

_,the.se down kitty-corner across the pit mouth, ~.hen spiked them good to the er ibbing • 
. Th.e· crotches acted as bearings for the roller. 1 _Then we put the rope through the 
hole w~ drilled through the roller, tied a good knot in it and put a couple of sta­
ples in it· too for good measure. Then we tied a big rock on the rope and lower ed 
it down · and . found we had guessed righ~--the pit was 25 feet to the bottom. 

We . stopped, ate · our lunch, and talked about the -specimens :· we were going to 
get, Well, I'm about : so lbs, heavier than my pal (he is my brother, P~ul), so we 
decided he would go down first and look around and if anything was there I could 
l cwer down the tool bag to him. We made a double sling on the rope and he stuck a 
leg in each loop and hanging the flashlight around his neck, he swung out over the 
pit mouth as I manned the crank handle. I lowered him gently down and when the 
rope went slack I knew he had hit bottom. 

Then, folks, I heard the queerest noise I ever heard, like a cross between a 
police · car siren and the mating call of a she-wolf; and then a heller of "Hoist up, 
the Devil is down here, get me out, 0000000. 11 I grabbed the winch by the tail and 
give it the gun, Up, . up he came, sJ:ill howling till hes fingers, clutching the rope 
jammed in the roller so I had to give it hal( a turn back, 

. . ' 

Paul's puss was a · kind of creamy ·green color, the hair on his neck and head 
was sticking out like bristles and he eyes stuck out so you could have stood on 
one easily and knocked the other off with a pie~e of broom stock. I laughed until 
I nearly let go of th·e handle and that sure made him mad, Get me out and loose he 



1Sollered, the devU is ·-after me· and I gotta get. out , of he~e., ·:1 asked ' him why he 
didn't bring part of him up for~ specimen and then he gave me a tertible look and 
grabbed the barbed wire fence. He swung himself in and over th~ · fence -real quick 
and grabbed the tool bag by the rope handle and began to swing it like the pendulem 
of a grandfathers clock. By the time be got enough momentum with it, I was heading 
for the ta 11 timber 1/2 mile away. · ; , : ... 

Ahead of me there was an old type of rest room so to speak, The windows were 
all broken and the porcupines had raised havoc with the place. The door "as· even 
ci11iog from it. I was putting distance between me and the , bag~swinger fast and 
then the bag, tools and all, got me between the shoulder blades and knocked me 
through the doorless ·doorway of the single va~rel shack where I hit the wall with 
a resoundine crash, nearly knocktng the w~ole building over, When I got my senses 
back, there was Paul-, . stili -madder than ,a wet Jen! . Be was .hollering at me to go 
down there and see · if I ·,had the nerve. .. · 

I didn't want him to beat me, so I went along .with him, · He ·told me there was 
somthing ·awful down there, a ghost or sotnthing. I tried to act calm and cool, .but 
felt awful leary. I got my nerve back though and got ' into ·the harness and to~ him 
to lower down ,ea$y like. l did for him. · He grabbed · the crank and I started , down, 
The first few rounds were O.K., but I guess ·my 220 lbs. v~s too much for his · l50 
lbs, I ·started to go faster and .faster, and I knew there was no one ·at the · con­
trols for ·the . last' .10 :feet: .• _ It s~ms .t .Jl~"t .. ~.he crank .. handt~ _got t:o going ao fast, 
he co1,1l4n 1 t keep up with i .t, -so- -he ie~ gp.,_ ,;ind ;t ~came ar'oiind ·so :quick he couldn't 
duck . a.~( -_:ft __ hit ,h:l.in in the midritf and. .. ~n.9_cked him .. 20 fe·et · ~r qiore where he stopped 
in a patch of blackberries. ·· 

_; ; 

As for m~>well, I iound myself .all ·balled up with t~e skeleton of a big cow 
which must of accidentally wandered in there before the fenc,a" was pui: up·. r shiv­
ered at first, but soon took in the situation. I flashed the light around--and · 
nary .Jl .. sp_ec imen was there to be found, I didn't want to· come away from .tl)er e . with­
out something,-· so·· I took the cows. bell off the rotted strap and st;uck the lower iteft 
jawbone in the top of my pants and grabbed the rope and bellered to be hoisted up. 
No sound from .: ',lP ,above,: so I yelled some µiore. Nothing doing, so I thought maybe 
something happened to the engineer. · Well, I got 3 or 4 wraps of rope around my 
right leg and started up hand over hand, binding the rope with my left ' leg as I 
took a new hold. Pretty tough going, but after many stops, I got to the top and 
the old cow bell would jangle sadly out of tune from the rust at every move. 

There . was Paul wait.ing at the top .with the hunting axe in his hands and a big 
spruce club leaning against a fence pole, He looked pretty sick. As I started 
t ·o climb out, .he told me . to get back down- into the pit and stay there, you *#'7.@%! 
I don't know what would have happe~ed i~ a pa~ty of berry pickers hadn't happened 
along just then, I guess Paul didn't want them to know what was up~ .so he told me 
to cpme back up, which °I did • . They went' on the:lr ·w~y~ , . . . . 

, We _gathered up our stuff and ·, "i;~_ft~ wa°lking all ··the · 'f~Y back to ~h~ car : in_ 
sile·nce. Just as we got, i.nto the house, he yelled to me if I ever ask . him to gq 
rock hunting with -ilr"e again., he'd :. le.ave . and go tQ Alaska,.· to i,·~ ·. far , away from · people . 
like me who belong in a bug hous~ .• . With that he slamm~id the door to -his room_. . . 

,I ' _. ' ~ \ ! { I 

People sure are queer ain·• t th~~? . 
~ ' • 1 ;• • • • ::, : I ~ 

Hope to see you folks at the next club meeting. Meanwhile good huntin~~ 

. ,,;- , .. · ,!asp~r Joe ... 
.. . . 
, : , r,. 



APPLICATION FOR .S,PACE ON "THE CA'J,ENDAR OF EVENTS, 1961" 

Mr. Robert Markert, FTC 
Midwest Federation 
107 w. Ridge Street 
Ishpeming, Michigan 

Dear Bob: 

-· 
Our club is planning a two-day 'field trip on the weekend of: 

1961 (1st choice) ---------------' 1961 · (2nd_ choice) ---------------196 l (3rd choi'ce) 
and we are hereb'y iss_u_i_n_g_th-is_i_n_v_i_t_a_t_i_o_n_t_o_a~l~l-r-o-ckhounds _ to join us -during thi~ · 
field trip. 

We understand that lodgings and meals are to be arranged by the Qititing col­
lector, but it is· necessary for this person to notify us in writing at least 5 
days previous to our outing, that he intends on joining our gr<?up. Address such 
correspondence to: 

(Mr. Mrs. Miss) _________________ Secretary 
Club -------------------------Address _______________ ~-..;_--~------

City ________________ -'Zone--,-- State· ____ _ 

Our 'field trip is scheduled to depart froc --,----:-----:-----::--~------­
(meeting place) 

Be prompt as we leave right on tice. at --------- ------(city) (time) 
We expect to collect the ·· following spec ·imens: 

(please limit to 4 or 5 of the most important .as my room will be limited} 

Very ·Sil;'lcerely, 
Comments: 

President ----------------
Club -----------------

---------------------------4·--------------------------------------------------------
AROUND THE CORNER 

Around the. corner I have a friend, 
In this great cjty that has no end; 
Yet days go by, and weeks rush on, 
And before I know it a year is gone, 
And I never see my old friend's face, · 
For Life is a swift and terrible race, 
He knows I like him just as well 
As in the days .when I rang his bell 
And he rang mine. We were younger then, 
And now w~ are busy, tired men; 
Tired with playing a foolish game, 
Tired with trying to make a name. 
"Tomorrow," I say, "I will call on Jim, 
Just to show that I'm thinking of him," 

But tomo~row comes -- and tomorrow goes, 
And the distance between us grows and 

gro_ws. 
Around the corner! -- yet miles away, •• 
"Here's a telegram, sir, •• " 

"Jim died today." 
And that's what we get, . and . deserve in 

the en~; . 
Around the corner; n vanished, friend, 

Charles Hanson Towne, author, 



., 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

The coming year is sure to be one of much activity for our incoming president, 
and I wish all the cooperation that was given me to him, Also my thanks to the 
many club members who helped to make this one of the best years in the history of 
the Ishpeming Rock and Mineral Club, 

Rockhounding Regards, 

J, E. Kivela, President 

-------------------·------------------------------------------------------------·-
MINUTES 

n; 
On January 11, a meeting of the Nominn- ,::.;:.:--" t,,.~-1 '" - '1 ,;· 

Hi j 

ting Committee met at the home of the Pres- , s:--- ~-'::1 / ')' -' .... ~ ~, ' · ·' ident to select a slate of officers for 1.. ,1\ \ · ) ____ .,. · 
the 1961-62 year. \?\' · ,'\-~\f"'"_.. . t . , . ~ 

The committee was headed by chairman, .1J,..:;_;f:.) _:- .. < '. \' 
Carol Kokko, with Elizabeth Rogers, Clem ---~ _ ":.1--f. • . '.-'-' ~ , -, \ 

Newman, Audobon Jenkins, and Cheater Big- '!.~\_,..,- · _ _.,. > ':', \ ,· .' 
nall serving on the committee. . ·. ~ __ ..;::; \~. ·-\ ... ',\\ .' :, · "··> /·); 

A difficult time was had by the mem- ··') :· ' · '°: ' "~ · \::-~ '-\'-' _,·-._,:;· \,:- '!r'"-11 
• .,,J ;i 

..._.. ., \ ---(_ \_\ . ~ ~ < , ; r. ,. .i f 
bers in selecting the proposed slate of ~ -y - ,. ~ -, --· -·' /f ,:,. , fl i·_ 
officers. However, after much thought ..,,.__,, '-~ ,.,-;-·;·. 1 • ff :1 

and discussion, the committee decided /i I-·' ',./ · , .. tlf 
unanimously to have these members pre- , j ', 1· .. \ ,r · (../ 
sented to the club: •· :, \' 

President - Elmer Jarvi 
Vice-President - Clyde Steele 
Secretary - Marion Markert 
Treasurer~ Lena Bamford 
Liaison Officer - R, K. Richards 
Librarian - Elizabeth Rogers 
Curators - Ed Carlyon; Onni Hutander 
Publicity - Betty Hyry 
Editor - Bob Markert. 

Lunch was served by Ruth Kivela fol­
lowing the meeting. This was followed by 
the usual talks held by rockhounds, A 
good time was had by all. 

***************************************** 
Ideas are sometime like children; your own 
are wonderful. 

Mixed greens are good for you, especially 
those fives, tens, and twenties. 

Hold on to your moaey -- they say its 
going to be valuable again someday. 

Lights of the Aurora Borealis seldom oc­
cur lees than 50 miles above the earth, 

/ 

--------------------------------------
Dues are due. Don't forget, if you be­
come delinquent, you'll have to pay an 
initiation fee, 

We are happy to welcome our honorary 
members to our club, namely, Professor 
Kiril Spiroff, John Bowen, and Burton 
Boyum. 

We are glad to hear that the Markerts 
have recovered from their recent ill· 
nesses. 

We hear that Chester Bignall gave an 
underground concert on his harmonica 
one day. Did you play "Sixteen Ton'', 
Chester? 

Everyone heartily enjoyed watching Scott 
Markert trying to use the crutches 
which Clyde Steele had at the Christmas 
Party. He couldn't get over and up on 
them, even after a running jump. Clyde 
broke his ankle while deer hunting. 

Sorry this was out late, Hope I'm for­
given. tried to make this especially 
big to make up for it. Machine was broken, 




