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PIKE'S PEAK OR BUST! 

There is a pleasant small motel called "The Prospector" some dozen miles 
out on the plains south-east of Denver. What vi.Tith the convention of the 
jJational IIusician I s Union, graduation week at a do zen schools and colleges, 
June weddings, and the ITational Rock and Mineral 'Show all going on at once 
in the city, and with unprecedented drizzle, fog and drip just to make it 

~ harder, we two roving Rock-hounds were lilcky to find any place to roost. 
The Prospector ·was a welcome haven indeed. 

For tv10 rainy days we haunted the Rock show diligently, it was well 
worth a couple of looks. But when the third day dawned clear and cloudless, 
an~ the gorgeous backdrop of the Rockies, glittering with fresh snow, spark
led along the western horizon from North . to South, the Prospector infection 
took a good hold and burst into a heavv attack of rock fever; and completely 
forgetting a ·solemn luncheon date, I said, waving a glad hand towards the 
south-west,-"See Pike's Peak down there?--Let 1 s go and see what we can find." 
We were _on our way: at once, and as the great mountain loomed higher and high
er before us, we got more and more excited, and when we slid over its mighty 
north shoulder, we were ready to strike gold at least on ·the far side. 

What we did strike was a -wide place in ,the road called Florissant. rt 
was dimly connected i:n my rnind _with blue barite :from Lakeside Mine, and some 
fossil beds "closed for the season" seen on a former trip. 

We stopped for gas and information, ,but apparently nobody in town had 
been there more than two weeks, had ever heard of barite, or knew what a 
fossil was. 

As it was noon, we decided to patronize the hot-dog stand that was the 
other building opposite the gas station. The specialty of the day was a sup
er-de-luxe hot turkey sandwich, and there were a few rocks displayed on a 
shelf by the door. 

"I don't know what they are," the proprietress told us. "But the fellow 
who put them there lunches here. Hers just coming in, he'll tell you about · 
them. 11 · 

.. Tell us he did. Seems he owns eight hundred and fifty acres on the 
huge · shoulder of Pikes Peak we had just come over, "'here he personally was 
prospecting for a copper vein. He gave me a chunk ot' the copper ore he t'ound 
in pockets, he was hunting :for the main lode. Poking around with a bulldozer 
he had found other minerals, and he was willing to let any rockhound prospect 
on his own for a small fee. In f act, he had a standing offer. of a cabinet 
pecimen to anyone failing to find one, but to discourage pigginess, he asked 

to be paid for more than a pound of loot per person. 

·- We followed him up ·five miles of umnarked dirt road to an Armstrong gate, 
.(you open it yourself, and it.1 s heavyi) and paid our fee. He also handed us 
a light pick, for a dollar. "Cost me j ust a dollar. Bring it back or not as 
you wish. There I s :fair picking at pits one, six and seven, and dovm the road 
by the bridge there are smoky quartz crystals right in the litter among the 
tree roots. I'm going. over to my dig, ' S(O) have a good time. 11 ---+ ~, ( -,, -----~ 
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BULLETIN EXCHANGE NEWS 

THE TEN C ONIJVIANrnIBNTS 
of a Rockhound 

I 
"Thou shalt be considerate o:f the 
property rights of others·." 

II 
11 Thou shalt remember not to be a 
li tte.rbug. 1

' 

III 
ttThou shalt be on the alert for fel
lqw rockhounds in distress." 

·Iv 

From THE PICK AND DOP STICK, comes 
this story which we couldn't pass up 
.... though we're inclined to agree 
with Eggbert when he says "This 
story is funny like a blind man fall
ing into an open manhole." 

t1Thou shalt remember not to be greedy." 

A :friend was sho~ing several ladies 
his collection of rocks. One of the 
ladies ' was looking at the specimens 
quite huneeringly. She pointed to 
one specimen which was a li~ht blue, 
two-inch cube with several tiny cubes 
formed on one corner termination. 

V 
"Thou shalt rF-!lJ.ember to do thy part 
in prC?venting forest :fires." 

VI 
"Thou shalt welcome newcomers to thy 
fellowship." 

VII 
itThou shalt share thy rock specimens 
with fellow rockhounds if you have an 
excess. 11 

VIII 
11Thou shalt share thy knowledge or 
this business with other rockhounds. 11 

IX 
"Thou shalt remember to acknowledge 
the hospitality shown by a host or 
hostess." 

X 
11 Thou shalt remenioer to be cheerful 
and helpful at all times. 11 

by Dale Johnson in 
GEMS AND MIJ\IBRALS magazine via 
ROCK AND GEM 

We read in the September issue of the 
Trilobite that there is a supply o:f 
V!asau Moonstone available for trcide. 

exican and Montaia Agate is desired. 
If interested one !'lay contact Mrs. 
Arthur Miller, h07 Frenzel Street, 
ivasau, 1Nis. . ..... 'vVonder if Mrs. 
Miller's first name could possibly 
be Marilyn? \\I/,/ ,, J\ ,1 
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It was a very fine specimen. 
11 \!'Jhat is that?" she asked. 
He politely said it was halite or 
table salt in your language. Where
upon the lady picked off the smaller 
crystals and put them in her mouth. 

This really happemed to O.A. Re6se 
of Colorado Springs; as told to 
Reo N. Pickens 

From the September issue of GRMROCK 
comes this Gem. 
Homer Miller, wc::11 known Ellensburg, 
lfushington rockhound has found pet
rifi6d worms in petrified bark and 
wood in the Park District. He · says 
the worms were killed instantly in 
the distant ages, probably by vol
canic gas, and petrifaction followed 
i.m.mediately. 1rhe wood, bark worms 
and larvae· are all preserved in such 
a manner as to be aasily recognized. 
He is sending some samples to Eastern 
universitie~, as ht states that he 
has nevr.r heard of pt-tri:fied worms 
bein~ found in such an excellent 
state of prGservation. 

-A.G. Riley, Reporter 

TEACHER: "Where do we get nitrogen?" 

STUDENT: "Well, not :from Ireland, 
that's for sure. The book says its 
nevt-r found in a Free State." 
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. Mer:iber \'!ALTER GRIES has been hospi t
aliz.ed recently and it is our wishes 
that he enjoys a very speedy recoverye 

cnnrne 

Member GODFREY SAIIUELS01T OF THE AGATE 
SHOP o:f Houghton has been on the sick · 
list. Get well quick Godfrey, so you
'll be able to join-the club on our 
1958 field trips to the Copper Co. 
OUR HEARTFELT THANKS to you "'lso ' 
GODBREX for showing us where to dig 
for "UNE AGA'l'ES. Some very nice ones 
Were found by fiL;ld trip members. 

And spenking of recoveries, ue cert
ainly wish Charles HA' TES 2. very 
spe~~y one., Yle miss both he, and 
Hettie Dt our meetings_. Get well 
quick CHARLES. 

titi tJch':J 

1''1ember JOE COLLICK is back fror:i the 
VETERANS HOSPITAL at Iron 11ountain 
and it is our hopes th~t all is well 
with you again, JOR. 

tltlbtltl 

ISl'JJEI,1IITG ROCK Ile lIINERAL CLUB met 
at 7~00 pm on Friday November 29, 
1957 at 'the NATIONAL SKI r.msmm. 
Slides on field trip_s were shown. 

Ni.embers LlffiS. SUSAN MAC BELLffi and 
son TOM, (and of course, the other 
half of the family) h~ve moved to 
ls'Ii lwaukee, Wis., where Mac will ·be 
employed by the StatG of Uis., in 
doing T. V. shows for the Milwaukee 
Museum. You shall be right in the . 
midst of a large group of collect
ors Susan, and you shouldnrt lose 
any time in looking them up. 
Their address is: · 

U .. N.MAC BRIAR 
2902 W. Prospect Ave., 
l'iilwaukee , Hise 

A'T'TENTION "AGATE LOVERS"!!! 
A late release from JARL KIVELA·-
A lake Superior a.gate was found'by 
L1r . Fred Balz at LINDBERGS 1 

GRAVEL PIT. The lucky find was a 
carneli~~ with beautiful handing 
a1:-d WHS abol;l-t the size of a twenty 
five cent piece . There should be 
more so how about you agate pickers 
reporting your results to the 
Jaspilite. 

Member~ from out of_town visiting 
Ishpeming were CHARLES AND IRENE 
KREBS of· Saginaw. Their visit VfE!S 
short and sweet 1 but it is always 
a happy occasion to see them. 
FLOYD AND HELEN I!IORTENSOIJ of Pontiac 
por:ped in f?r a few days. A very 
enJoyable field trip was made for 
?tillerite, RS well as some nice 
visiting with the l\Iortensons . 
Hel~n ·was recur;ierc.ting from a very 
serious operation at that time an~ 
we hope everything is back to 
normal by now. _ 

It's a. trip t.round the world for 
CARL APD HARRIET DUlf1,T. 1.'e shall 
anxiously await news from them and 
hope that we can get an account of 
such a wonderful field trip? for 
the Jaspilite. 





ROCKE! AitOUND cont . 

Past President, .ill. ST:PIT r TARCZA of 
the BEi.RT OF' Al i:ERICA GEOLOGY CLUB was 
a visitor in Ishneming during June 
month . 

MICH:TGAJ'T rn .. ~RJ.LOGICAL SOCIETY members 
BOB & LvnI!1. PAPE, the ··1)PTE"rso~.,.S, 
1:0LF? SEREGO' :s? and Bf.LA",,'Gr:Rs Were 
visitors in tovm this uast Dummer 
and fall . · 

MRS . FERl'~ ,·~'ITE of i.nrquette travel
ed to Texas this f~ll. Did you pick 
any Texas J~g;~tes vrhile you were dovm 
that-a- wc...y, FFRN? 

The November issue of "AB.TZ0~1'. FIGH
'\,/-i.YS " C[' .. rries c1n interestinr,- article 
by A.L . FL;,GG, titled 11 1-'etite J"iner
als II and 11 Photop;r2.phinr; ;-inr.:r:-.1 
Micromount~i" by FLOYD G7,TSIJGr:R .. 

Your Edi tor hac rm 2p""llic·1tion 
blank for subscriptions to "J.R.J"ZONA 
HIGH-'l.hYS" which wr s sent to him by a 
fonper I~h. rerdnent, ;~r:ny. ''tt.SA:?)li:R, 
256'2 S. I•1eso Dr . 7 M:es:1, r.riz . ---- 
Andy, as you know is confined to P 
wheelchair, a situation whic!: h·-,s 
been his micfortune for the nast 10 
or 15 ye@·s or so . Any subscription 
to thi"' :rr:agF zine <'tt $3. !:iO n ye· r 
(12 issues) would be of 6rrcrt help 
to Andy. Con tr ct your ::C:11i tor if 
interested. 

REV. DICK 11,IC CART!,Y r.nd 4,1 ~ resby
teri2ns frori~ 'resbyterio.n 1.)oint on 
Lake :·ichig:ciJ'l111e were guided on a 
field tri-r:; to the grrnet ·ma tour
maline .1.re·,s by ··Tin nnd '9ob 1 .:1rkert 
and Jim Cravvford. 1 iany nice sT">eci
mens were found by r very interest~d 
group of collectors . 

FLOYD MOBTENSON sent along a copy 
of the ":Eron Horizons 11 • We plan to 
use some of this m&terial in our 
next issue. Thanks for all of this 
material, FLOYD. 

A very interesting article appeared 
in your childs "\leeR::ly Reader", on 
"Getting Oil in a :iew way 11

• It 
goes on to tell how Oil is being 
mined from 1'Iount8.ins in Colo . , in 
the form of Gil Shc,.le . The shale 
is crushed then boiled ::.nd from 
15 to 30 gnl. of oil are drained 
from e~·,ch ton of she.le . 

FLASH----LOST----One fieldtrip 
Ch,.irm~n. A cry that could be he2.rd 
round the Conper Country in ,Tune 
month . After telling the group of 
collectors whit pile to collect off 
and 2rranging to meet us ::i.t the ;..:;,,me 
pile in .-.n hour r.ir so, we drove up 
to sr-.id Dile, P,Ot out ~nd collected 
in 1:?rnest . The chairm: 11 (no nwnes 
mentioned) c~me b~ck to this hug~ 
pile, but could not aee ~ single 
soul. Somebody t,ell Bernie Qoops 
it slipped) th"lt there is more th~n 
one side to ~ ~;tockpile 7 PLE.'i.SE~ 

The story had c .. happy ending 
thouEh- - .PS we found our lost guide 
some 2 or 3 hours lcter. 

If your notie is close to the grind
stone rough , 

And you hold it down there long 
enough 

In time you' 11 S'W, 11 'Ihere' s no such 
thing 

;..s brooks thc.t bn.bble end birds 
thr~t sing. 

These three will Lll your world 
compose 

.Just you, the stone , ,,nd your poor 
old nose . 

11.nonymous 





Pike's Peak Or "!?ust--(Cont.) 

'I-hen v,e were strictly · on our own, and for the next three hours we sure 
ly did hnve u.s a good time,, He wa,s quite right about the quartz cryst~1ls. : 
Ue found them among the dcc.d leaves, some about pencil size, some thumb size, 
shlny black and tr2nslucent 0 Then on to pit seven,-one look and we were 
sunk" A wide vein of benutiful green amazonite and smoky quartz was portly 
1,;;.ncovered 7 gopher mining was indicated • . We stood on our heads. He bent . 
double Qr ley on the rough pi1es of brok~n rock to pick out·,great b:locks _of 

~.:m.icrocline crystnls big as he .. lf a bri~k 9 0..ny crnount · of small - squarish cryst.
als in· clusters, nnd one· :four inch crystal springing out cf c, mass of. smokey 
quartz,, The deeper we dug the more we could see,- wh[:.t -we couldn '.t ho.ve 
done vd th c.. little stick of' dynr.mi te to loosen up the three foot overburden! 
Once in a while we would str~5gh-ten up to breathe c..nd get a. glimpse_of Pike's 

_Peck thro the spruces 7 but it never oqcurred to either of us to: stop collect 
ing long enough to take a photogrC;.pho · 

About the time the snow on the mountc.in wns beginning to flush pink in . 
the s1:,mset 1 :- and ~11 the hinges in our tired boc'lies vrere sqliec..ktrig 2nd pro-· 
testing, - we remembered t·11 c..t Denver was n. good ninety miles oWLW, nnd we had 
a dinner dateo So with grent rcluct~.nce we drove to the shack v1here we had 
paid our fee~ vvandering how much more he v1ould wc::nt for the trunk full of 
loot., And there v;3.sn I t 2. ·soul around? so we opened the g.:.te and drove down 
the dirt road to the hig11wP.y~ nnd so b:-i ck to the Prospector. 

At dinner we learned th .'." t the -Rock Show foD:s had scheduled ·a field 
t :r~p to the pl:..1ce we hl".d· stumbled · on, for tho doy :,fter the show, - Boy,. w~ . 

__ S,Y:T it first! Our neglected luncheon hosts were justifiably miffed not only 
by our non-2.ppcar2.nce but c.lso by our lack of suck-cloth nnd ashes. Certcin 
ly -rw m, 0.de polite apologies, but a s0rt of insincerity was only t_oo apparent. 
U o \l':eren 1 -::-, one bit repentnnt, - we I d had e. miraculous time and ho.d· plenty to. 
show :for ito I ask you,.- wh~t could compare·-yvith the joy of' doing honest 
·to goodness prospecting on Pike I s Peak, huh? · 

Abby Roberts. 

The staff of the JASPIL!TE fl.re very ·pleased wi_th the 
. . ., .. --1 \ · many wonderful compliments ;that were- extended to ~he 

!( /:-<.. \ · ~ J a spi lite , 61DE RE MET ALLI CA II is sue of June 15, how- -
\ 6~~z (~ ----~ v -:::' ever full credit for the work on AGRICOLA' s book 
/2 _" 

0 
- :(,< "'t . mu,st fall on tho shoulders of the person responsible 

;;,-- ..,.,,~ ?-. 1 "-- ;<:-;-,/for the sa~e, none other than our President) R.K. 
-;\ C\l' ;':/ .,_, RICBlillDSo This editor found the.material most _ : . ~if A -tf , pleasing 1:md. i _t was indeed an enjoyable. issu~ to put 

·-,_;.v ~ · out, 2.11d 1 t is our ho:17es also that more of tne S2"J1I1e 
· material will be. forthcoming in future i 9sues. 

T·nenl;::s E~ lot 'Sob, for your most wonderful ccntribut
ionc We also th2.nk Mrs Roberts and Bernie Dooley 

for the very interesting frticles appearing in this bulletin. 

Our apologies are being offered for the late publishing of the Oct. 15, 1957 
issue of the Jo.spili tc,, E:-::erninations and Highway Post Off ice committee work 
and pl2.nning hns kept us just too busy(/ 

---- ___ ... _--..._ ,;"-,~r~-------....----z-.. ___ ... --~ ---__..., 
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