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PR.!:!.,SlD.!:!.,l\lT t S COLm"N 

r IRACULOUS ~~IChOMOUNTS 

Ther e is a wey wh e r eby win
eral colle c t ions may b e fre ed 
from the confine s of dark and 
dust y b asemon t s and brought 
into the t i dy r e sp ectability 
of t he living roo~. 

So- calle d 11 JT icromount s II are 
tiny crystalline fra~ments, 
suit ably mount e d in fing er
r ing s iz e b oxes for examin
at i on by me ans of a binocular 
~ ic ros cope . Th e tiny boxes, 
whi ch aff ord n ee ded protection 
in handlinv , we r e forw erly of 
c ardbo 3r d but now are ma de of 
pl82tic and ha ve trans~arent 
C'.)V b2. ''-' . 

v ~cwbd ~~d e r the conc entr at e d 
beam cf a suit abl e lamp which 
int ense l v i lluminat e s t r-e 
apeci;;1frn f rom the s i de , an in
credible wor ld of beeutv is 
reve aled . Hour2 of pl ~Fsure 
may be de~ived from a f ew 
mounts as t he h i lls and vall eys, 
the c1 e v asfe 3 a nd c eve s, ar e 
expl ored by t he intr epid ob
ser ver. The b e auty of tiny 
crys t a l s , i n ~ LJ and t e chni 
col or, i s breetht akinf- . 

.!:!.,sch t iny jewele d spe cimen, 
ordi n~r i ly tco sma ll to ~e 
appr e c i a t 6d, is p rbp &r ed by 
mount inr on a st i c~ of black 
ened b a l sa er f ixed with a drop 
of rr:::ide 1- ai r pl an o cement. 

This is then test ed for height 
b efor e the stick is cut off 
at the proper len~th, using a 
razor blade, and P-lued cent 
rally into the box, the in
terior of which has b een made 
light-absorbiniJ.: bv a coatinf:; 
of dull black paint. Dentel 
forceps are b e st for hsndlin~ 
the spe cime n and the adhesive 
hardens almo8t imrr1 ediatelv. 

l ar rr e r t ransr ar ent plastic 
boxes er e obtainabl ~ th e t 
Rerv e admirablv to ke 6p the 
~mall boxe s in qood order and 
v e ry co~pact for 8toring or 
transporting . ~o one need call 
attention to the advanta P- e of 
such a collection - - - vet it's 
ell there! 

The 'scope is a neceseary 
expe ns e , of course - about 
; 100 - but from this point on a 
new world of wonder continues 
to b e ckon and intrigue the 
vi ewe r . 

Ask for a demonstration, and 
you'll b e come a convert to the 
fescinatian of this sp eci eli ze d 
aspe ct of our hobby . 

R. I< . Rich ards 



On April 11 of last year, t he 
people of the community and 
especially the memb ers of the 
Isbpe:rnirn• Rock and ~~in E:: ral 
Club were saddened by the pass 
in~, after an illne ss of only 
8 few hours, of one of their 
most active and b es t li~ed 
memb e rs, ~~r . Ciustave b.np:rnan . 

Gust, as h e w2s bett er known 
to us, was on e of our most will 
ing workers, r oa dy to und6rtake 
any job assi qned to him tb at 
would benefit the club or any 
of its members . He was an 
a rd ent coll e ctor and at the 
drop of a h a t would b e u p with 
the · most nimbl e of the ''p e bble 
pupsrr; climbing hills or scram
bling ove r the mine dUIJ1ps in a 
mann er thBt b e lie d his age . 

Wr. Engman was born in I shpeming 
in 18R4, the younge st of five 
childre n. The family had the 
misfortune of losing tbeir 
fathe r in a minG a~c ide nt whil e 
Gust was still an inf a nt, and 
a few years l 2 t e r the old e st 
brothe~ also lo st his life in 
a s imilar acc ident. 

}"r . .e.ngman be[<:an t o work at the 
e r•e of l'± and for tht, g r ea t e r 
part of his lif e was enµa~ed 
as a butcher and meat cutt e r 
for the I shpeming Store Co. 

Fraternally, h e was affiliat e d 
with the Unit e d Nortb Lodg e , 
the Vasa Lodge and the Brother
hood of Trinity Luthern Church. 

Aftbr the d e ath of Jfrs . l!;nprnan 
h e made his home with his 
dau~hter, ~rs . Dona ld Bclstrom, 
701 ~- .hmpir e St. in I shpemin~ . 

The membe rs of the I shpem ing 
Rock and Vin era l Club hav e lo st 
a truly greEt fri end and f e llow 
hobbyist but h e shall a l w2ys b e 
rowemb e r od. 

11 Bud" Barriford 

GOGbBIC IHON hANG~ 

We know of only two Rock and 
Mineral Clubs in tho Uppe r 
Pen insula, - the I8hp oming 
Club end the one at Ironwood . 
Both are loc a ted in the prin
cipa l iron ran ,;rn s of Nlichip.-an, 
Ironwoqd on the Go~ ebic Range 
and I shpem in~ in the ~arquette 
Ranp. e . 

In several trips to tb e mine 
dumps in and around Ironwood, 
we have n~et a f ew "rock hounds" 
from thet district wh o are 
memb e rs of the Ironwood Rock 
an d tn ine r a l Club. They mak e 
seve r al fi e ld trip s ea ch summ er, 
beside s g oing over t he old and 
new iron ore piles a round Iron
wood and Burley, Wis . Last 
s ummer they made a trip to the 
north shore of Lake Superior, 
betwe e n Duluth and Gr and Mara is, 
in s ea rch of a~ates and thompson
ites, A wonderful tirri e was had 
by a ll wh o made tb e trip, not 
only in findin~ ~~at es, but in 
s ee in~ the b eautiful scenerv 
a long the lake . Anot~ e r trip 
was rriade bv thiE'. club to the 
Beacon r~ i ne at ChBmpion. Here 
th ey r epor t e d fi nd in~ tourmaline, 
sid e rit E, garn e ts and sp6cular 
hemetit e . 

On a ll of these fi e ld trips 
the mcmb 0rs t rave l in a c ara 
van, sle~ping in c ars at ni~ht, 
oatin p in th~ open, e tc. 

At most of the mee tin gs they 
have a swap s e ssion which g oes 
ove r v ery big with the memb e rs. 
Each membE r b r in~s a specimen 
&nd a swap i s made, some ~a in
ing on the trade , some not 
do ing so wel l. 

We do not know if the Ironwood 
Club is affiliot e d with the 
~ i dwest Federat ion or not. Thev 
a re a v e ry a ctive club, en 
joy inp the b eautv of our TTpper 
Pe ninsula an d t he advantage of 
living on an iron r ange which 
i s parr1dis e to a ,iroc l< hound". 

11 Ch rrr'p 1r Lem in 



VALUABL.i:!, L.t!,SSOJ~S 11~ G.t!,OLOGY 

During the period from October 
19, 1955, to February 15, 1956, 
a ten-lesson course in geology 
was ~iven at the Ishpeming Bi~h 
School . Two-hour classes, con 
ducted by Mr . RichBrd Randolph, 
Geo log ist, Cleveland- Cliffs Iron 
Company, were set up to include 
the following subjects: 

10-19- 55 
Introduction of Continental 
Masses, Isostacy, Bedrock and 
N8 ntl e , ~rosion, Subsurface 
'Nater 

11-2-55 
Glaciation, Sedimentation, 
Saline Lakes, Faults and Folds, 
Fossils 

11-16- 55 
Ifneous Rocks, ~agmat ic Action, 
Diastrophism, ~-~etamorphisIJ1 

11-30-55 
Classification of ~ffineral 
Deposits, Controls, Process of 
Formation 

12-14-55 
Mineralogv - Field 

1-11-56 
}~ineralogy - Laboratory -
Crystallography 

l-lR-56 
Gems and Semi - Precious Stones 

1-25-56 
~~etallic Minerals - Description, 
Resources 

2-8- 56 
Non - ~eta llic Minerals -
Description, Resources 

2-15 - 56 
Petrology - Petrography -
Examination 

On DeceIJ1ber 14, 1955, members 
of the class were invited to the 
home of :Mr . and ~~rs. Bob ~iTa r kert 
for a social hour. Their exten
sive rock and mineral col l ection 
provided many specimens for 
further study of our lesson in 
Fi~ld ~ineralogy . 

We were also privileged, Ol'l 
February 15, 1956, to have a 
talk by Dr. Tsu Nfing Han, r,1ineral
ogist and Microscopist, Cleve
land-Cliffs Iron Company, and 
~iven an opportunity to examine 
various specimens microscop ic
ally . 

These lessons proved very inter
esting and enli~htenin~ to the 
members of the IshpeminP- Rock and 
}ffineral Club who were able to 
attend and while the results of 
the examination mis:rh t not warrant 
degrees in geology, nevertheless 
they did indicat e that consider 
able valuable inform a tion had 
been absorbed . 

We are very gra teful to both Vr. 
Randolph aid Dr. Han for their 
instruction. 

Iren e Lutes 

~XCHANGE BULLETINS 

During the past several years, 
the many parent organ i zations 
of the ~~idwest Federation of 
~ineralo~ical and Geological 
Societies have sent us their 
many club bulletins and we 
IJ1ewbers of the Ishpeming Po ck 
and J"inera l Club sincerel v thank 
all of you for these bulletins 
of inforIJ1ation, We hope to be 
able to exchange ours on a 
quarterly basis from this t im e 
on . Although this current issue 
was delayed, we hope the accumu
lated news items will be of 
interest. 



SUHflRISb, BOB AND ANITA. LP.VIS! -------
This one is on you. The mem-
bers of the Ishpeming Rock and 
Mineral Club miss you two active 
past officers of our club . We hope 
that you are enjoying pood coll
ecting both in minerals and 
friends . Of course we know that 
you will and the people of 
Wallace, Idaho~ are certainly 
the ones to ~ain on this move . 

In Januarv of 1953 , a ~roup of 
hobbyists ~et in the Ishpeming 
Winter Sports Clubhouse for the 
purpose of f orrning the Ishpemirnr 
hock and ~rrineral Club. Anita 
was chosen as Secretary and Bob 
was picked as Treasurer of tbe 
club . They did s wonderful job 
on their respective jobs through
out the ensuing year. The next 
year, 1954, found Bob taking the 
President job which pleased all 
members. Many enjoyable weet-
inp:s and field trips were planned 
by Bob durin~ his tenure as Pres. 
Both Bob and Anita were very 
much responsible for the first 
issue of the 11 Jaspilite" and 
for the display of minerals in 
the National Sld }.~useura in Ish
perriinP . 

In January, 1955, we members of 
the Ishpeminp: Rock and r~ine ral 
Club sadly discovered that we 
were ,roin,I to loE>e our friends 
as Bob accepted a position as a 
~ininv, b,ngineer with the Hecla 
J\.ITining Co., in Idaho. . Bob was 
a J\iTining, .b,D':>., ineer for the Cleve
land Cliffs Iron Co . here in 
Ishpemin~ . Anita tau~ht an 
elementary ~rade in the Hip:h 
Street School and is no~ teach
inp: in a little town of ~lk 
Creek, Nev. They have purchased 
a home in Silverton and it has 
a beautiful view of the mountains 
in all directions. H~ve you 
found out yet if thar's gold 
in them tbar mountains, Bob? 

Bob is now workin.c· amongst le ad, 
zinc, silver, ~old and uranium 
bearinp: minerals, which is quite 
a chang e from the various iron 
orDs that we have here. Bob is 
working at the Star mine in 
Bur1e, Idaho, and one can remem
ber reading about this little 
town that is built in a canyon 
so narrow that the railroad 
tracks go down the main street . 
In several spote the engineer 
has to stop the train so the 
awnings can be lowered to allow 
the train to go by. The only 
place for the stream to run is 
under a portion of the street . 
The r t ilroad runs right through 
the hotel, or r8ther the hotel 
straddles the tracks . I ~now 
that we hav e narrow streets in 
Ishpe~ing, and we are filled 
with deep e~otion to think that 
Bob and Anita would have to look 
around until thev found a city 
with narrow streets so they 
would not becowe lonesome for 
their 0 beloved 11 Ishpeming . 

BEST ½ISH~S FRO~ ALL OF US . 

Bob Markert 

DUJ:!;S NOW PAYABLJ:!, 

Treasurer, Bud Bamford, reports 
1956 dues are now payable at the 
rate of $1 . 00 for adults and 50~ 
for Juniors . This issue of The 
Jaspilite is beinp: sent to all 
1955 members and if you shouldn't 
receive the next issue, it might 
be b e cause your 1956 dues 8re in 
arrearf". 



DIAMONDS 

r"ichigan Farmer Finds 
_Qne....2 and You Might Too 

On a farm mantel, or in a 
collection of curios, a for
tune in the form of a ~ichi
gan diamond may await someone 
with a discerning eye. 

Naturally, it would be a dia
mond in the rough, not a cut 
and polished eem almost any 
person could detect at a 
er lance. 

Commercial prod~ction of dia 
monds is pretty well restricted 
to South A::'rica, but the Dark 
Continent by no tmeans holds a 
monopoly on their incidence. 
The point is well substantiated 
by the ex~erience of Frank 
Richwond, a farmer living near 
Dowagiacj when he v:~s it ec_ his 
~ravel pit on a cold and wet 
day in :1_894. 

T~e slantin g rain had washed 
aTiay a light deposit of earth 
a7d there , brilliant among a 
rubble o~ psbbles, lay an odd 
stcne which Richmond poked 
into his jeans and exhibited 
s\·-_-;J se c;_ue:1 tly to neighbors. 
Soaeone with imagination sent 
the farmer to s jeweler, and 
af te r close scrutiny and tests, 
his f:J_nd proved to be an 11 - carat 
diamond . 

The first stone to expose it
self WbS picked from a well 
opening near the little t own 
of ba irle in VViscor,sin in 1876. 
It commanded $1 as a curiosity 
from a Jllfilwaukee jeweler, who 
had no idea of its true identity. 

A gem salesm8n i dentified it 
as a diamond of the unusual 
we i r:ht of 16 carats. It was 
sold to Ti ffanys in New York 
a nd c u t into stones of ring 
di1i1en si ons. 

The ori g inal owner sued the 
jeweler, and after lonr liti
gation, the Supreme Court of 
Wisconsin decided the Tu7ilwaukee 
jeweler deserved the sale price 
inasmuch as no fraud was in
volved in the dollir bar~ain 
from the well digger . 

Came From Canada 

A diamond of 21 C8rats was 
fo1.md at Kohl ville> Wis., 
smaller ones near a half dozen 
othe r town s in that Stete, one 
at ~ilford, o., and several in 
Jlfforgan and Brown counties in 
Indiana. f'o:re then 100, the 
large st a 30-carat stone in 
Ontario, have been claimed 
t hrough accident-

They came from Canada in the 
clutch of a titanic ice sheet 
which r ipped over Jl~ichigan and 
othe~ ~idweste rn s tates a hslf 
mill~on years ago. As the 
g lacier melted, the dirunonds, 
scattered through the drift, 
were deposited throug hout an 
area 600 miles long by 200 miles 
wide. 

"Discovery of diamonds throu~hout 
the area, which includes 'flriic:hirran, 
of course, are certain to con
tinue, 11 wrote the late Dr. William 
Herbert Hobh s , internationally 
known p.:eo lo v ist of the University 
of Michi p an. 0 While the number 
sown in the drift is undoubtedly 
large, their dispersion is such 
that it is unlikely they can be 
profitably recovered . tr 

In oth e r wo rds, if you look sharp 
and are exceedingly lucky, you 
s till hold a chance of obtainin~ 
riche s from what appears to be 
an unusual pebble. 

R~PRINT .E,D Fhm" TBh DETEOIT NEVi1S 
D.J:!,TfiOIT, Jn CHIG.Ali1 



NOT .t!.,S :B1 0.H. 
TH.b. .AJVf.AT .1:<.,LJH LAI: IDJI.RIST ,~ 

Some urock hounds'' are con-
tent with just collecting 
specimens. Some collect and 
also do a bit of cutting and 
polishing . There a r e sorre, how
ever, who collect and would like 
to cut and polish but wbo hesi
tate, thinking it too hard or 
costing too much for equipme nt. 

This latter group is the one 
I would like to convince that 
cutting and polishin~ is 
neither hard or costly but 
really an interesting part of 
rock collectinp.: . 

We will start with our most 
common rock - J a sp er or Jaspi
lite. This rock, with veins 
or" Specularit e running throur' h 
it, makes a b e autiful ceboch on . 
It vari e s in hardne s s but is 
easy to work with . 

Several companies offer inex
pensive singl e unit lapidary 
mac~ines or some wood shop 
machines will serve tbe pur
pos e as well. Bob ~arkert us e s 
his Shopsmith which is well 
adapted to this work, being of 
variable spe ed. I have a home
ma de 2- spindl e sanding and 
polishin~ machine that s e rve s 
the pur pose for which it wa s 
built. 1/8" or 1/4" slabbed 
rock may be purchased ins tead 
of buying: a. trim or slabbing 
saw. 

The design or shap e of the 
finished cabochon i s left up 
to the individual . In grind
in~ the rouf h cabochon, kee p 
the stone in motion so as not 
to develop ,flat spots; al8o 
work the stone acros P th e f a c e 
of th e ~rinding; wh ee l s o es 
not to develop groove s in the 
wheel fac e . 

The same process applies when 
s anding or polishing - -- ke ep 
the stone in motion. Don't 
hurry the grinding and sanding. 
The extra time sp ent doing a 
good job make s the cabochon 
polish a lot ea si e r . 

Bob Schenk 

REMI NDN-{ - -
CO NV.t.~TION ANL hXH I RITION 

The 9th Annual Convention and 
Exhibition of the AJ."J:<,RIC AN 
FbD.t.hATIO N OP ~.ffINBRALO GIC AL 
SOCI.1:<.,Tib S - -- July 12, 13, 14, 
1 5 , 1950 -- - will b e h eld in 
co n junction with ~JT I L!i\/'.t.ST F .l:1.:DW
ATION OF Mil~.1:<.,RALOG- ICAL AND 
G.1:<.,0LOGICAL SOCI~TI~S . 

Host Soci e ty 
Vinn e sota Mine ral Club 

St . Paul, J\1inne apolis 

to b e held in 

HOM~ ACTIVITihS BUILDING 
MI 1~N..b.SOTA ST AT~ F1-i. I h GROUl'.fDS 
On main hi~hways midway between 
St . Paul · and Minneapolis:·. 

Se e the large st mineral and 
gem exhibition ever held in 
the midwe st, and me e t the 
collectors . 

The I s0 peminp- F< ock and ~rrineral 
Club pl ans on exhibiting at 
t h i s Conv ention . 



,. 

"J .l:!,1 ·11,1s 11 S.t!,T IN INT n.h.t.ST I1~ G 
N.t::,CKLAC.6 Ahn VAD.t!, FHON P J:±,LL.6TS 
OF IRON OR.1::, 

Recent pu blished information 
regarding a necklace made of 
pellets of iron ore has caused 
considerable comment among 
local residents. 

The idea was conceived by Mrs. 
Mather, widow of Mr . William 
G. Mather, who became President 
of the Cleveland-Cliffs Iron 
Company in 1890, Chairman in 
1933, dedicating his energies 
to the company for more t:J:. an 
fifty years . 

When jasper was processed at 
the Humboldt Plant in Ishpeming, 
l\11'ichig an, and pelle ts made 
therefrom, Mrs . Mather was 
given a sample of the product . 
She immediately visualized an 
amusinf app lication of the 
pellets in the form of a necklace . 

Piercing the pellets for a chain 
upon which to string them be-
came a problem to the Cleveland 
jewelers who, after breaking 
diamond drills on tne resistant 
material, sent them to jewelers 
in the east to be drilled. . 
Failure resulted in each case, 
so that upon their return, Frs . 
~"ather, herself, takin? her 
husband's watchchain, some 
curtain rin ° s and a pair of p in
cers, shap~d curtain rinf s 
around the pellets and formed 
the neckl &ce (later, the curt a in 
rin ~s were repl a ced with ~old 
ones to make the necklac e a 
permane nt r e cord for t h is little 
incident in the pror ress of 
pellets in i~~'l:-s!ry) . , f\ 

I! i :ht:~} ) 1 
~1~ .~:-~.·d~ 

OBS.t!,HVIN~ THn NON-COLLhCTOR 

Non-collectors usually think 
we (mineral collector~) are 
slightly or entirely off the 
beam . They probably have some 
very p:ood reasons . Who else 
would get out of bed at 5 A. ~,r . , 
drive over a hundred miles, dig 
around in rock piles all day, 
eat cold or burned food, sleep 
out side with the m.osqui tos, and 
be very happy to return with 
only a sackful of fair to poor 
s 1, ecimens? 

To a serious collector, the non 
collector is a queer animal who 
do e s not appreciete excellent 
sp e cimens . If you are explain
in p. something about a speci~en, 
he or sb e will invariably 
wander off to the other end of 
the cabinet, ask some stupid 
question. and ask you to re
p eat the explanation . ~bey 
se em to h ave acquired the idea 
that all r ocks are indestruct 
ible and, the refore, can be 
dropp ed at will . 

Then we have the halite-lick~rs . 
hlhen this character sees a 
piece of halite it is immediate
ly raised and applied to his 
tongue . There are two effective 
cures for this . One consists 
of telling the licker that it 
is composed of a white silvery 
me tal and a g reen poisonous gas. 
About this tine the licker 
himself turns green . The other 
method is mor e effective; 
simply substitute a piece of 
alum for the halite . 

The non - coll e ctor usually 
as~oci Bt e s ~in erals with 
common ob~e cts . They call 
a ~at e s candy, pe od e s are called 
cocoanuts and you can r·uess 
~ h a t kind of a nawe they give 
to a barite desert rose. 

William Locher 
Junior Member 



" 

By those in J1u~U.ARY born 
No gem save GAkrl~T should be worn 
It will insure you constancy, 
True friendship and fidelity. 

Who in this world of ours their eyes 
In M.ArtCH first open, shall be wise, 
In days of peril firm and brave, 
And wear the BLOODSTON.J:!; to their g r ave. 

Those who in APRIL date their years, 
DIAP"ONDS should weer, lest bitter tears 
For vein repentance flow . This stone 
Emblem of peacefulnes s is known. 

Who first beholds the li~ht of day 
In spring's sweet flowery month of r"AY, 
And wears an EMbHALD all her life, 
Shall be a loved and hap~y wife. 

The glowing RUBY should adorn 
Those who in JULY are born; 

JVho comes with summer to this earth, 
And owes to JUN~ her day of birth, 
With rinp: of P.J:!,.AhL upon her hand, 
Can he alth, with wealth, and peace command. 

Thus they shall be exempt and free 
From all love's doubts and jealousy. 

Wear a SARDONYX, or for thee 
clo conjugal felicity; 
The AUGUET-born without this stone 
'Tis s a id must live unloved and lone. 

A maiden born when autumn's le aves 
Are rustlirnz in S.t!i .t> TbP'BbF; 'S bre eze, 
SA?PHihb on her brow should bind 
1T will cure affections of t h e mind. 

OCTOB.t!iR'S child is born for woe, 
And life's vicissitudes must know; 
But lay an OPAL on her bre ast, 
And hope will lull the woes to rest. 

Who first comes to this world below 
With dull NOV.t,r''B.i!.rt' S fo g and snow, 
Should we ar TOPAZ of amber hue, 
Emblem of friends and lovers true. 

If cold D.t!iC.!:!,f 'Btl{ give you birth, 
The month of snow and ice and mi rth, 
Plac e on your hand a TURQUOISh blue--

____ §uccess will bless wh ate 1er you do. 

Heprin~: The Louis Allis Messen ger - Varch 1954 April 




